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The like Tgnorance as = have of the real Eſſence of this 
particular Subſtance (viz. Sold) I have alſo of the real Efſence 
of all other natural ones; of which Effeaces 1 confels I have” 
no diftin@ Ideas at all. Locke's Eſſay, Lib. 2. Cap. 31. S. 6. 

That Omnipotence can't make a Subſcance to be ſolid and 
not ſolid at tbe ſame time, I thiok, with due Reverence, we. 
may ſay. Id. p. 459. Edit. 34. 


In animi autem cognitione dabjrare non poſſumu, niſi plent i in 


Plyſicis plumbei ſumus, quin nibil it animis ad nixtum, nibil en- 


crexum, nibil copulatum, nibil coogmentarum, nibil duplex, Sc, 
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laſt Year at IBP 
Hursborn, to whom could I beg leave 
roperly to Dedswieres lt 
Worthy Perſon under whoſe | 
Roof it was begun, and by whoſe. 
Encouragement it was brought al- 
moſt to a Cqncluſion-? 4 5 
Aderations, together 
it peated Civilities and Fa- 
vours which 1 I have had the Honour 
to receive from Your Self in particu- 
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more p 
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lar, and in general from Your Good 
Family, put me u be Vour 
Acceptance of this ſmall Preſe ent, as 
the beſt Return I am capable of ma- 
kin = how many ſoever unmerited 1 
Mligatio | 
And that You are bless 4 to N | 
of it, I attribute wholly to that Good- | 
neſs, and Condeſcention, which are 
(as We las Honour | Antiquity and Eftate) 
the diſtinguiſhing Charateriſtice of 
_ Family; And ſhall always Iook | 


n it as an Addition to the many 
ours Nou Ha: been pleas g to 
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ſented to us in Print as the Im ofitions 
2rvs- of Perfots. of I Intereſt 


d-Defrgn;tn order to gain an uncon- | 
troulable aſcendant over the Minds 
= parry — — — ke, 1 
in to t is paſs in this ef Li- 
herty and Free Thinking , * ly 
never did either the Principles of Na tu- 
ral or Reveal'd Religion require more 
to be repreſented to the World in their 
eL bt, and to be deduc di clearly from | 
the mo irrefrag rable Foundations on which 
they ftand' : Neither, had we ever more. | 
Reaſon to demonſtrate to all Impartial 3 
+ Examinants the great Baſes of the Re- | 
gion of Nature; as well as. to con- 
tend earneſtly for that Faith which 1 
vas onee deliver d to the Saints. 1 
tale the Doctrin of the — 
| _ the- Soul to be one of the ſtrongeſt | 

af Religion in general: Ar iti is 
gl from the Principles of Reaſon 
unuſſiſted with Revelation, "tis one of the 
principal Fundamentals of the Religion | 
Nature; and as it is ſet in a: clearer | 
1 gh withreſpel# * nen 
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Ie PREFACE: 


a a Mankind, and Eſtabliſſd upon 55 
ſuch an — as can neither deceiue nur 
be deceiv d by Chriſt in the Goſpel, it 

muſt be allow d a Place among the leading 
Moti ves to the Belief and Practice of the 
Religion of our bleſſed Lord. Nom as 


thisDoBrin is ſo clearly laid down in Scrip- 


9 that none ha ve any Room left to doubt * 
| of it who have a due regard for the New -_ 
Teſtament; ſo 1alwa ys look d upon it as 


what was alſo d:ducible from the Prin- 


ciples of Natural Reaſon : Which accor- | 


dingly I have been trying to deduce as un- 


excepticnably as I was able for a conſidera- 


ble time laſt paſt, upon ſuch Principles as. 


are not only moſt uniyverſally-receiv'd,; but. þ 
which (1 believe) muſt either be admitted; . 

Human Cer-. ES 
in ſuch a Me- 


or the very Fundamentals 
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The PREFACE: 
of Thinking Matter in particular put 
mẽ Arſt upon it; which I have found for 
ns ſome time o have been made uſe of by oe I 
Men in favour of the Natural Mortali- 
ty of Human Souls: (which two Do- 
ctrins are, by the bye, what I call in the 
Title, and I think with good Reaſon, The 
Firſt Principles of Modern Deiſm) 
and ſince my firſt entrance upon this Sub- 
jelt the Reaſons for my e it have 
been ſo far from ceaſing as to increaſe: For 
if any pernicious Doctrins are at this time | 
ſpread Abroad eagerly, inſinuated intothe | 
Minds bf unwary Perſons with ſeeming 
 plauſrbility ; and defended with aſſurance, 
as if they were as demonſtrable as any 
EF — Theoremin Euclid, and that publickly; 
#. theſe two are principally ſo. The Doctrin 
* S the Poffibility of Thinking Matter, 
Ian well aſſur d a certain Gentleman has 
w breaten d to demonſtrate; and I don't doubt 
Dut, cou d he do that, he wowd mabe the. 
| — Mortality of the — 4 _ | 
ceſſary Conſequence : However thoſe .who. 
8 for — Poſſibility of Thinking 
Mlatter pretend, that That Doctrin is of 
2 | I | no 
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mortal Soul. {ms 
As to the following Piece I don't Queſ- 
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no diflervice to Religion: For - put 
the Spirituous part of the Br, ain in the - 
Place of an Immaterial Soul, and as 
it is of a very fluituating Nature during 
Life, how can we look upon it as otherwiſe 
than a Thing quite diſſolv'd and diſſipated 
when we come to Dye? But whether this 
Gentleman performs what he threatens or 4 
not; certain it is, that Matters are already 
gone ſo far in the ſe Caſes, that what has 


been ſaid in defence of the Poſſibility of 
Thinking Matter in print, has heen made 


| uſe of by the very Beaux; Firſt, to Argue 
themſelves into mere Machins ; and after- 


wards in Lettersto the Ladys ; to perſuade. 


| 'em, for what ends tis not diſtcult to de- 


termin, out of their Immaterial and Im- 
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tion hut. that in ſome General, and ſeveral. 
particular Reſpects it will haue its Oppu- 


nents. The Principal Exceptions which can 


foreſee will be made againſt it, I ſhall here 
endeavour to obviate; leaving what I may 


overlook to be conſider d u hen they are ſhewn. 


me either privately or in public, Some I doubt 
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The PREFACE. 
not, will Condemn this whole Book as too 


bard Terms and Scholaſtical Expreſſions: 
But if they rightly con ſider the Nature of i 
he preſent Controverſy, I believe they will 
Reaſon to retract᷑ theſe Accuſations. For 
Matters of Abſtract Speculation cart 
pretend to appear with thoſe 3 _ 
eO- 
rators and Hiſtorians Addreſs themſelves, 


_ * 7 if Recommend thiir Performances to the 


World ; and when the Controverſy is Me- 


taphyical [ſee no poſſibility of managing 


it Demonſtratively any otherwiſe than in an 
Abſtract way; and as tothe Terms made 

uſe of they are what every Body knows the 
meaning of who underſtands this Contro- 
verſy, and I don't know that the Ideas 


any of em ſtand for cou'd have been more 


conveniently repreſented by any other ſingle | 
Words; und i wou'd but have been a 


ſwelling this Piece to little or no purpoſe 
to have 0 er d what I have here given 


in ſingle Terms in long and tedious Pe- 


| riphraſes or Circumlocutions. Others 


perhaps, will blame me for inſiſting ſe long 
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in Proof of our having no Immediate 
Ideas at alhof the inmoſt: Natures: of 
the Subſtances or primary Eſſences of 
Things, inaſmuch. as fem deny this; 
neither am 1 obliged by my general Deſign 

laid domn in the 5th Sectiam any more than 

barely ta aſſume it: But here alſo I believs 

I may fairly Vindicate my ſelf. For 

that there are more than a few u 

to Immediate Ideal Acq 
| theſe Matters; and ſame. yas Ve —_ 


long ago in P rint,that the Immateriality 
of G o p and our own Souls, can.upon - 


no other Principles be Demonſtrated: : 

This raſh Conduct (with the Injun@ions of 

a Perſon of great Worth and Ingenuity) 70 
fuſt on'd m ry thinking ſomething large- | 8 

ly upon this Sahheck; and what I then 

thought I have OS deliver'd ; in order to 

let thoſe Perſons ſee that we really want 

| thoſe Ideas upon which alone they pretend 

| any demonſt native Evidence far the Im» 
materiality of G op. Almghty and all = 

Created Thinking Subſtances can be 


vil 


built, which may poſhbly prevent their pro- 
— upon . forthe future - 
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in Matters of the greateſt Moment: And in 
order to put the Controverſy about the Im- 
mortality of the Soul upon 4 demonſtra- 
| tively right Foot; which none can go about 
tis prode upon the Su ppoſivion, that we have .8 
 Ideasof the imat Natures of the 
ZBiiuVbſtances of Things, but this Poſtula- 
tum may with bann Reaſon be de- 
nyd em m, and then what they build upon it 
muſt of nere ity 15 915 to the Ground: Where- 
as, 45 T have clearly prov'd that we have 

30 deas af all in theſe Caſes, this inconde- 
 niency vaniſßes, if we can nevertheleſi bring 
to ſtrict and 3 Demonſtration 

the Immaterialiey (and conſequently Im- 
mortality) o ) of Thinking Subſtances in 
— and in Partien off our own 
on 13 43 
Otbers I coped willtell wie that I bobs 4 
dn beholding for the Jaft Part of this 
Boo in a great meaſure tothe Controverſy 
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to thoſe T can onl wer, that, as to 
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be Proſecuted throughout this whole Bo 5 
being —— before I went about to 
by particularlyupon bh Sub 
22 ndeed when: 1 tranſcrib'd fon the 

5 0 what Mr. Clark — ing emouſly 
ofer'd in Defence of himſelf agamſt Mr. 
2 occaſon d my ſetting one or ta 
Particulars in the following. Treats iſe em 
anew ing ew; 2 Wr r in Lacke 


0 . occaſion d ſon 
* 2 eg 10 be 1 
than e e 's ſecond Conſag 
"anon of em, they wou'd aber uuſe han 
uppear d : "Bur as: to: the Fundament N 
upon which this part of the Controverſy 
urns, they hy ap rc ia then) no 
. either 5 
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Jour Knowledge and Aſſent, iu which = .* 
WH they are in the right ; ſo they aſſert that "42008 
WM we can't know (or believe) any thing 
which we have not an Immediate Idea 
of, in which they ſeem to me 20 be de- 
miſtaken in ſaying that we can't know 
any thing which we have no Immedi- 
ate Idea of, If what I bave offer d in 
Proof of even t bis finglePropoſttion is true, 
ry Eſſences of Matter and thinking 
Subſtances are incompatibly different, 
inaſmuch as 1 believe they wall be forced 
primary Eſſences we have no Imme- 
diate Ideas at all : Beſides that this 
their Dodlrin runs directly counter to 
what I think 1 have demonſtrated in the 


13th and 14th Seddions of the followi 
Diſcourſe. And — e 


au aſſerting that we can't believe any 
thing of which we have no Immediate , 
Ideas; if wwe are rag d to believe any _ 
of the My ſterys in tbe New Teſtament, 
aud we can with Reaſon make thoſe My- 


ſterys 


r  o. eb Gore ane T2, 


ſterys the Objects of our Aſſent by Faith: MW 
Now that vue are requir d to Aſſent to 
ſeveral Myſterious Truths, contain d in 
the New Teſtament I muſt believe, as 
long as I acknowledge” thut the Scrip- i 
Word of -GOD, in which what is de- 
liver'd as Matter of FAITH we are 
oblig'd to BELIEVE, as well as what 

is deliver'd as Matter of PRACTICE 
Ve are obligd to PERFORM: Aud as 
Jong as I find that theſe Scriptures pro- 

_ -paſe Myſterious Truths as the Objects 
of our Aſſent by Faith; which I doubt 
nat but that I Tal always find, "if the 
obvious Inter pretation of Propoſitions 
in ſacred Scripture is to be embrae'd, 
when there is nothing in that Juterpre- 
tation contradicting, or otherwiſe pre- 

ö judicial to other Propoſitions deliver'd 
in the ſame Books; contrury to the e- 
vident and uncontroverted Princi ples 
of Human Reaſon; or inconſiſtent with 
or otherwiſe unbecoming the Infinite 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs, and o- 
ther Moral and Natural Attributes of 
NM Ei; 3 Al- 
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Almighty GOD. And: that we; haue 
great Reaſon. to Aſſent to tbe M ſterys 
of Chriſtianity, tho' we, have no Imme- 


7 opa ſitiuns 1 bey | 


are deliver d. in, in ſacred) Serepture, ane 
tively repreſentative of, I nmſt, aaknaw 
Trut b, and Renſ⸗ onablene(s 60 the three 
are any ſuch I hing at Myſt 7 
tion, hut a: Rat 
fion. Aud, Thirdly) Tbat te 1119 way 
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external as vll as internal Evidence d 
Propoſitions containing ſtucli N uthras nat 


late to Objects ſeveral. of aubich aue havs 


w Immediate Ideas TE Fife 


theſeParticidaxs none, can deny to he tus, 
bo ij nat ſo much in Lave:wvith Al 


diss as ta deny al ſo, that our preſent 


Stock of Ideas is not By; Kar fd large 
as it might be, even in this World, 
; . 7 a | | 
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were 
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of! Intelligence of External 
(with their Natures, 

operty „Modes of | Upe ation, Be.) 
to dur Underſtandings, more refin'd; 
and extenſive than they are now: Much 
leſs as it may be in a future State; as 
here may be ſuch Things the Objects 


1 — 


of Ideas in other Parts of the Univerſe 
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ase can't have the leaſt Notion of at 
All, till the Number of our preſent ways 
acquiring Ideas is increas'd ; and 
eacli ot thoſe ways which we are now. I 
Meſs'd of has undergone conſidera- 
e Alterations and Improvements. 
ene e 
that (m a ſſerleruting the Truth of this or 
tbat Propoſition)\ I may believe either 
80 or Man upon their Word, tho! 
PRO nothing at all of tlie real In- 
ternal Modus of the Truth for which 
T have External either human or Di 
OD ruhen be tells me that lie is, tb 
what he 1s: krrow the leaſt 0 ! almoſt 20> 
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cher . 


aclical Gromieter can he per ſuaded by 
the  Mathematicians that. the three Ag 
gles of a Right-lin d Triangle are er 
qual to two e e and Prac- 
tice in hk Hei 4 7 Porn ad 
Diſtances &c. u t ropo ſition as ai 
Di 705 e Tratb 2 tht bs it contes;to 
be ſo he is as much at a loſs to Explain; as 
5 to demonſtrate the Vocfrin of the In- | 
finite Series. Aud the thixd Propoſition 
I fball. always-: 2. Tae a4 ver on 
wy 10 Reajon, i till I am capable a Naa 

inc d ibn fh in Matters of i 
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PREFACE 
eur Aya and ridiculd by the Aut of 
ww Eflay concerning eh uſe bf Rene } 
4 — poſitions the Evidence whereof 
ds upon Human Teſtimony 
E be calls the Clergy in general either 
or Knaves for inculcating theſe 
ys as the C Objeds of our AG 
ge But as to bis Abu 
lergy in * Piece I doit — at it 
* all ; ; inaſmue h aß Jam well aſſur d 
#hat' he is one of that Glorious Clubt of 
2 whoſe" Names will be had in Ho- 
our by thoſe who abhor Chriftianity as 
Tug a THE RIGHTS OF THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH Hall re. 
in Monument of their Generous En- 
uleadours to recover Mankind to thoſe their 
inherent Natural Rights, Property 
and Privileges which they have been 
long gulſ d out of by Prieſteraft: And to 
$ en from that Slavery in which the 
hade been involy'd by Sacerdotal Ty- 
ranny. Men do not gather Grapes 
of Thorns, nor Figs of Thiftles: . 1f 
Merefore thi HO tone 15 thoſe e 
e us 
4 | 
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be PREFACE. www 
Souls who (as we are aſſur d lately) by, 
their peculiar | Happineſs. and Freedom 
of Thought have made the following 
| Diſcoveries ; That the Marriage in Ca- 
na was a merry Meeting, and that 
our Saviour made the Water Wine with, 
Spirit of Wine, and that the one thing 
needful, of which he ſpabe to Martha, 
was a good Diſh of Meat; with ſeveral 
more altogether as Valuable and Curious. as, 
theſe ; as they Blaſpheme and Ridicule 
their Saviour how can they do otherwiſe 
than treat his Ambaſſadors with Contu- 
mely and Contempt ? If they havecall'd 
the Maſter of the Houſe of Beelzebub, 
how much more ſhall they call them, 
of his Houſhold ! Indeed this Gentleman 
in particular is the more tobe Pardon'd for. 
cher be bas ſaid in the ſurribus part of 
bis Pamphlet, becauſe (good Man!) be, 
Jud not help it: He owns himſelf ta 
bave no more Liberty than from Extet» 
nal Compulſion, and conſequently the, = 
be has ſa fer dropt the Gentleman .as.to 
treat a; whole, Body of Men with very 
ewkward Cerenm 1y in Print; it is (as lng 
1 3 . 
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as the Preſs is bis own 
Piti. e id ay” there is 
any thing in his Performance, i in o — 
to the Reaſonableneſs of our Aﬀentin 
by Faith to the Myſterys of Chriſtie: 
ahity, which carrys in it the leaſt ſhadow 
N ſeeming. _—_— 1 believe it will 
| ere long be pub ickly confider'd and Con- 
by one who is immediately concern'd 
in 4 5 bim, and whom be bas but 
" it . not to be expelled ber frouid 
epntern my ſelf in anſwering any of 
e Reflections on Mr. 1 | 
Second Defence, Oc. tho ſome of 8 
relate to me in ſome reſpects, as well 15a | 
Mr. Clark: I am aſſur d that Mr. Clark iſ 
 defigns to anſwer thoſe Reflections hin- 
af”; and tho upon what is advanc d in 
lanes Diſcourſe, Thelieve their In-. 
idity might be eaftly and conciſelyſhewn, i 
44 far as they are not mer Fe al, tit i 
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Controverſy when it cant be auoided; and 
I dont care to make me an Adverſany, 
even tho he ſhould prove ag ingenuauis us 
with which he charges the Doctrine of 
the Immateriality and natural Imman: 
lity of Thinking, Subſtances, after a 
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perations of the ſeveral parts of the vi- 
le Univerſe) that fide of a Queſtion 
which is ſupported by the ſtrongeſt Reaſon 
ought to Challenge, and in Matters of De- 
 monſtration muſt command our Aſſent. But 
thts, in ſome Meaſure, by the bye. 
What reception this Piece will find with 
the generality of "the Learned World, 
can't 2 foretell. If it anſwers my il 


general Deſign I hope well of its treatment, | 
2 leaft with thoſe who are not Prejudice d 


* 


againſt this Subject: And if it does not 
his in ſome Meaſure, none can put an ili 
Conſtruction upon my beft Endeavours but 
muſt incurr, with all Impartial Perſons, 
the Characler of rigid Cenſurers. I may 
e permitted to hope well of it without 
| Reaſimable Offence : And if it ſucceeds o- 
therwiſe, it will be ſoon enough to beg Par- 
don upon ſome future occaſion; rather than 
Tack together a Muſter- Roll of Excuſes in 
this Preface ; which will be but to maße 
Matters worſe, and an unpurdonable Au. 
dition to the bulk of what is already too 
Targe, if it bappens to be wentur'd into th 
World without (in ſome Meaſure) anſwe- if 
* | | | 7 - 5 Ti n 8 
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Tb PREFA GE. 
ring my purpoſe. I don't doubt. but that 
the Deſign in general of this Book, as well 
as ſeveral Particulars advanc d in it, wil 


be oppobd: And I am ſenſible that infinite. 
Difficult ys may be rais d by. one moderate 
vers d in this Controverſy ; ſuch as tohave 
taken particular Norice of here wou d have 
been to have increas d this Book to twice or 
thrice its bulk : But this wat be ſides the 


„Din of this Treatiſe, which. is only 60 


demonſtrate the Doctrin I advance, and io 
remove the principal Objections affecting 
any Branches of that Demonſtration. If 
any oppoſe this Piece publickly, I beg that 
they will be ſo Candid as previouſly to con- 
ider the Nature of this Controverſy ; and 
to propoſe what Object ions they have a- 
gainſt me with no Deſign to puzzle the 
Cauſe, (for then I ſhall not look upon my 
ſelf as oblig d to take em into Confidera- 
tion) but with-ſuch fairneſs and ſincerity 
as ſhews that they aim at Truth, on which 
fide ſoever of this Controverſy it may hap- 
pen to be found. If this Method is taken 
they may expe& not only to be Anſwer'd, 

but to have their Candaur and Sincerity re- 


' tured, 


aud: And if 1 can fever their 


. 
; ff 


—. . 


ments ore Fallacious Iwill — 
For I am wotone bf ehoſo; dei 
fending. Falſhood for the ſake lr 
e ſeeming good Conſequences _—_ at- 
tend its being receivd by the World: as 
Truth: On the contrary I am fully ſa- 
tisfy'd that no laſting good Superſtru- 
Gure can be built upon rotten Foun- 
dations ; any more than Ignorance can be 
the true Mother of Rational and 4 Sound 
Devotion. e „ 4 * * 
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5 ranted, nap 2 ! by ; which 


7 | PTS can be conceiv'd ca rapable on come bythe 
the ny and Pro 


of coming by the Knowle Kyow- 
ert ys of eral. 1 
jects: Either, Firſt, that = knows . the inmoſt beth and 
Nature of heir Subſtances; or Eſſenc net; whence e 75 . 
he is inabled to deduce, 4 priori, infinite: 
diverſitys of Truths appertaining to, reſulting 


from, o Gier nding Upon each par- 
ticular "Obie The 75 4 Conſideratiou: Or, 
Secondly, That 


72 Ts i quainted wit 5 . "Ry 


5 The fir Prideiples 5 
| of their reſpefive inherent Attributes, Proper. 
ir, or Powers; which Acquaintance 1s got 
3 and inlarg d Induſtr 
Arplicaien, and Enquiry ; and whence he is 

put into a Capaci of furniſhing himſelf 
Si of the Know ledg e infinite; numbers and 
diverſitys of True: And thoſe, in both 
Caſes, notonly 2s the Objects of his 2 


W 


ſtanding are confider'd apart q but alſq as 
are compar together, and combin'd one with | 
another 1 4 all their 1. rg _ 
tions and Capacitys. ele are the only 
Grounds upon which Knowledge' 1s A For | 


Man, other finite intelligent Be- 
15 . by any 0 either ik Mare ca- 


er of improving in rational Acquirements 
[ET _ x we are Ma- 
of neith out int Faciltys Me 
tonoPurpofe : If we Fave * the greiteſt ! 
7 ſterys in Nature need not eſcape us: And with 
either we have before us avaſt, and ificorieeivably! 
. attainable Ie F ield of Knowledge; and 
that the larger the more and expedite 
238 of theſe two Poſtulara we are Maſters of. 
hg F. 2. With the former the Enquirer into 
12 Nature proceeds in 15 by from the 
24 w Cauſes to the Effect the latter, Vie 
i en., verſd, from the E 7255 tothe Couſer - Ert this 
Enquirer he an maligen Being of what un- 
known Claſs you will; and let t he Mediums of 
© the Conveyance of the Intelligence of Exterial 
9 him as different from "the 


0-7 


which he can be let 


ſign d are thoſe only, 
of the Natures, and 


into the Knowled 


out which, or one of which, with relation to 


h the attainment of the Knowledge of any thing 


extraneous, the brighteſt intellectual Facultys 


Truth as to need no Proof at all to any attentive 
and impartial Mind: For, of the two ſpeci- 
= fd Poſtulata, if we have not the former, we 
can never deduce the Attributes and Proper- 


priori; and if we have not the later, we can 
never aſſign the Cauſes of unknown Effets , 
and if we have neither; that is, neither know, 
nor are capable of knowing either the Efſen- 

ces or * Cauſes or Effects in any aflign- 
able Caſes; 1 need not ſay that, with reſpect 
to what might otherwiſe be the Objeds of our 
Knowledge in thoſe Particulars, we can't poſ- 
ſibly — any diſcoverys at all: But all 
Things real being either Eſſences or Attri- 
butes, Cauſes or Effe&s ; from the inmoſt Na- 
the tures of all Eſences known, we are able in 


4 from Cauſes Efecbs; or from Effect. We 
un can infer Cauſes, from Attributes or Powers, 
oy E/ences or Subſtances. From neither nothing: 
rn From either many things: And both compriſe 
—_  . 3 a 


Mankind is furniſh'd with, as the ſtrongeſt F 


Powers, and Propertys of Things ; and with- . 


will Ggnifie nothing. This is ſo manifeſt a 


[tys, the Habitudes and Relations of things 4 


time to deduce all the Arrributes of Things; 
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The fr Principles of 
Our Hes F. 3. Now cur Enquirys into the Natures and i 
of 15" Propertys of Things, which ſuppoſe us Ma- 
oje of ſters of one of the two ſpecify'd Poſtulata, 
| 1 are not immediately founded upon the Things 
ling, in is themſelves, but upon their Ideas ; For not 
Enquirs the "Things themſel ves, but their Ideas in uÞ 
te Truth. are the immediate Objects of Human Under- 
ſtanding in its ſearch after Truth. Theſe 

I:leas, however we are furniſh d with 'em, 

are the firſt and moſt ſtedfaſt Fundamentals of 
all our Knowledge; and whether they are ar- 
bitrarily -order'd by God, to be the conſtant! 
Conſequences of the Operations of External] 
Objects upon Finite Intelligences, or whether 
External Objects generate em in us, and other 
intelligent Creatures, by their own proper 
Efficacy; ſo it is, that. ĩt is them that we unite 
or ſeparate, compare or combine, Gr. in our ar 
deepeſt Searches into Nature, for the Acquire. 
ment of Truth; and in the perception of 
their due Union or Separation, the Founda- 
tions are laid, and the Superſtructure is car 
Tied on of all Human Knowledge. I don't fay 
that wwe have no Knowledge without the per. , 
. cepticn of the neceſſary Union or Separation H 
known Ideas, which Ideas let us into the I ih 
trinſic Natures of the Objetts. of that Know-Wif 66 
ledge which they are Ideas ; That this pa 
not always neceſſary, I ſhall make it appeai du 
fully in its proper place; but this is certain ey 
that had we no Ideas, we could have n ys. 
Knowledge 3 and that if we have in ſome Caſe int 
„„ „%%% - - Anois. 


ww 


Modern Deiſm Conſuted. 5 
| Knowledge without immediate Ideas of the 


Objects of that Knowledge, yet this is inferr'd 
, from Things or Propertys which we have im- 
5s Wl mediate Ideas of: Stript of all which our 


souls wou'd indeed continue Subſtances, and 
retain their Facultys ; but they wou d be Sub- 
ſtances of no uſe, and their Facultys won'd' 


ic y dormant,. and be altogether incapable of 

n, ; anſwering the Ends for which they are appa- 

of Wl rently deſign (. 

r- F. 4. I ſhall prove in its proper place the Two f. 
nt grid Similitude which bolds'twixtthe inberon; N, 4%. 
all f primary Attributes of Things, and the Ideas 'ver Truth; 
cr Bl which they excite in our Underſtandings 3% Prone 
xr g upon which our certainty in all PhyficaF,ftrat- 


Enquirys into the Natures and Propertys of on. 
Things, intirely depends: Taking which for 
granted here, what I wou d obſerve in this 


rc- Section is this; That as there are but two Pos 
oi lata, one of the which every intelligent 
da Creature muſt be conceiv'd veſted with, be- 
4-8 fore it can be put into a capacity of coming 
lay by the Knowledge of Things; and as Things 
e themſelves are not the immediate Objects of 
Ir the due uniting or ſeparating of which con- 
00-8 lifts true Reaſoning ;. in their due union or ſe- 
S paration Truth, and in the perception of their 
dea due union or ſeparation all Human Knowleipe, 
all, even chr which we have of Things, of which 
2 W we: have not immediate Ideas, but which we 


infer from Things or Propertys of "Things 
F ; iis ; | B 3 z which 


Tue ſirſt Principles of 
which we have immediate Ideas of: So there 
are but cu ways by which our Underſtandings 
can come by the Knowledge of Truth ; either 
by Intuition, or Demonſtration. In the former 
of which we perceive immediately the due 
union or ſeparation of our Ideas; in the la- 
ter we perceive their due union or ſeparation, 
their agreement or diſagreement mediately, 
by the intervention of a third Idea, or more; 
according to the ſimplicity or complication of 
the Truth we are inveſtigating : That twice 
one make two, we perceive immediately, without 
the aſſiſtance of any intermediate Idea: That 
the three Angles of a + nga Triangle are 
cgqual to two right Angles we perceive medi- 
_. ately, and that by the Mediation of different 
Ideas, according to the method of Demon- 
{tration we make uſe of: That the ſurface of a 
Sphere is equal to four times the Area of one 
of its great Circles we perceive mediately al- 
ſo; and that by the help of more intervening 
Ideas, the more complex this Propoſition than 
the former: And ſoon in inſinitum. But ftill 
all Truths are diſcover'd, either by the one 
or the other of the two ways ſpecify'd ; either 
by Intuition or Demonſtration ; Either with 
or without the help of intermediate Ideas. 
Which if not requir d, the Truths which ap- 
pear without em are ſelf- evident; and we are 
laid to know em by Intuition If they are re- 
quir'd, it is where the agreement or diſ- 
agreement of the Ideas in debate is 1 
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it appear, that tho we 
Vel 4 can prove. that Matter, and 1557 Sou 
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diately EP but a chin or more 1 Rr 
in, with which accordingly as they agree or 

diſagr gree, the Truth enquir'd after is diſco- 
verd; and the Method by which ſuch 


[Truths are made evident, js calfq Demon: 74 


— 5 


ſtration. Sr 
F. 5. Why age hitherty offir'd, Took erg 
upon as what was no way FAIL] Ad Peper 
down, before I came to enter patticularly upon fer 2 
the SubjeR of the follow ing Difcburſe: The be * 
defign o of which 1 1 general is this; to prove, that pw 
tho we do not know, or have no" Ideas: of the ending. 
intrinſic Natures o the Subſtanies' or E enced” 
terial 6 or itatiue Bein 5 Jer 
not thence follow, 565 we are 157 able of 41 
1 that thoſe e fot, * erare 
of -intirely different amd incom 33 Nature: 
In particular, and as 14 W's this, To maky' © 
15555 no Ideas of „ 


have their Subſtances or EI ences intiroly and 
ncommunicably * rent one Fron another 

Whence I ball demonſtrate the neceſſary. b 
materiality of all Thinking Seil dance; and 
thence heb natural Eternity, from whende'T' 
ſhall be able to infer demonſtratively in parti. 
cular che . Immortalit) of” Human _ 4 
Which defi gu is occaſion'd: the late pern 
cious Attempts. of ſeveral Perſons,” who's =D | 
advantage of our Conceſſion, of our ut- 


ter ! norance. of the intrinfe-Notares 0 "Of => 


wah or Eſſences YA 


111 Tb fs pa rinci l . . 


RS, 


terial Beings, have thence . ted to in. 


| — our Evidence for the xiſtence of 


be my Immaterial, and to introduce the 
ief of Univerſal Materialiſm into the 
Minds of Men; the immediate Conſequences | 
is areabſolute Fare and Ve. 
being admitted, it muſt be 
granted, that the true Foundations for all 
manner of Atheiſtic Superſtructures are firm- 


of which H 
Lell ty, and 


by. and irrefragably laid. And beſides the 

vention of theſe worſt of Conſequences, from 
being ſuffer d to follow from what 1 ſhall ſhew 
05 the 8 uel, we muſt grant; our intire Ig. 


of the inmoſt Natures of the Subſtan- 
9 * "Eflences of Things ; what is no ſmall 


farther encouragement to me to attempt to 
bring theſe Matters to demonſtration, is this, 
That if I can prove the Immaterialit and Na- 
tural Eternity of all Cogitative ubſtances, 
and the Natural Immortality in particular of 
Human Souls; I ſhall look upon what I offer 
in this Diſcourſe, as eſtabliſhing one of the 
ſtrongeſt Natural Baſcs of Religion and Mo- 
rality, and I ſhall hope that it may in ſome 
Meaſure contribute to the rectifying of the 
Lives and Manners of the unpreſudiced part 
of my F ellow- Creatures. The Being of 3 
God and a Providence, with their Confequen- 


ces, are ſufficient natural Motives to Religi: 


Taxa the more attentive And 


aus Practic 
part of Mankind; but 


ſoberly con 
ue can i 10 


Natural 


ric demonſtration the 


8 n rr oo My 


j 


Modern! i Dell Caofaded 


Natural Immortality of our own Souls; 5 this 
cht to awaken the moſt inconſide rate into 
ek for Futurity; 4 and, to put em Upon 
examining' impartially what they muſt du tn 
be Sab d. This ought to p uit cho who wort 
yet believe Moſes ad the Prophete, our Sav4- 
our and his Apoſtles, upon re-examining into 
theſe Matters ; and tho they may not think 
that they have ſufficient Evidence for their 
Natural Immortality, from the Being and Al- 
tributes of the God that made em, and the 
unequal 170 ations of Providence, in the 
diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments in 
| this World yet when they ſee it here direaly 
de monſtrated, that they muſt naturally continue 
for ever in being, the ſame thinking confcious 
Things Which they are in this World, this 
can't but prevail with ꝛem, n, to enquire what is | 
ref heir lappy ubſiſtence i in a future 
Eternal Duration; He gd will lead em firſt 
to the Search, and then to the Belief and pra- 
— of the Religion of "Nature ; which faith- 
— # believd and incerely practisd, With 
a due Examination into 9 aud God's 
of ing Grace, which. is "confer d by 1 
Terms of the Covenant of Merey 7 
Examinants, will neceffarily Jead em into the 
Belief of the Dodtrines,) ind to the Perfor- 
W nance of-the/Dutys] which- are enjoin'd to 
be belie d and done; in order to Eternal Sal- 
— by the Religion of Feſt s Chriſt. [Theſe 


arg the principal Reaſons and Motives which 
DIL, , put | 


— : a - I; 7 2 > = 


CO OE I 4 * " * 
= — a 


a. — 
— - x, oa — _—_ f 
r G PR 
— 


ate. 


x r 
mo — n * 
A 42 

Ia 


—_ — 22 — 


p * n — — — 
4 * i) . . ” 
'S- a" 4 Ma 4% : « 
- E . —_— we of pots - — 
n — 2 oeye ee anon L 
2 * Rs 4 - u. — AY ww m1 " 
_ wt = 


we come by it, and 
Objects of our /Underſtanding 
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ing what 
ſtep in its 
be Dactes 


tcular pr 


that Truth: And it 7 lean Bein n wha 
follows, to prove what I advance to be /trif 


Truth, and what we boo, 990, are demon- 
ſtratively certain to be ſuch 1 thought it 


what is meant by Trut 
what are the zyme 
g in the ſearch 


: 2 15 that it may be. the better underſtood | 
nn hy I ſay a thipg is true; and 


«oy chended how: I come. to. knoy 
it to be 3 ap if it proves otherwiſe, that 
fray — Mſltake ke ox Fall 


11 12 — call 


oem? 
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proper to lay down beforehand in, general 
h, and how many Fay 
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Modern Deicr onfute 1 
8.6. Aud here! defirethat itmiy be looked 4 gr 


princi — 
Joneither er fide, in 2 Points wht ; 
W ic ſhall fall in my way to diſcuſs at preſent. * 
What was the Deſign of Mr. Locke, who de- 
nys all Knowledge of Subſtances, in his fa- 
1 Underſt anding 


. Trea- 


mous Eſſay concerni ne ; 
[ won't examin: W raya eons 
intention to eſtablſh Spinoz2's Material Deity ; 
or whether all he aim d at in it was toenquire 
after the Fundamentals and Extent of e 
Knowledge; and thence, amongſt other thi 
to deduce in the beſt Method we are able, t | 
Exiſtence and Attributes of the 2 2 
_ Neither will 1 enquire what was the 
of Deſcartes, in contending for our intire 
uaintance Hir 8 atures of tnge 
ſtancer, or enten 7 ngs whether W 
be thought that 3 | having Las kay 
their Subſtances or we could ne. 
ver rightly and fati — diſtinguiſh be- | 
Wy twixt Material and Immaterial Beings ;' or 
the 


whether his only Deſign in inaki 
der to ihe determination of ſuch a 4 15451. 


S SR NW ar 1 


* 


8 8 


Knowledge of their Eſſences ueceſſary, 


on, was not to reduce the greateſt of Truths Rl 
ut BY to a neceſſity of being beho for their on- 
ily ly Evidence to a arious, and in a _ 


| meaſure abſurd, Philoſophical Sg. 


Ae fir Prinidiples ß 
Things and whatever other of theſe or the 


do be inſiſted upon, or examin d into upon 
this Occaſion; being, however determin d. 
what will no way affect what I am about to 
offer in the following Pages: Wherein I pro- 
poſe nothing but a Search after, and Diſcovery 
of Truth, without giving my felf the trou- 
ble of drawing up à Catalogue of ſuch Per- 
ſons as have, in the Particulars which . ſhall 
fall under my Exainination, either miſs'd of 
or met with "it And without heaping up 
multitudes of ſeeming Probabilitys, and plau- 
ſible. Can jectures, in favdur of this or that par- 
ticular Perſon ; or in oppoſition to this or that 
Sect, 0 Peel? Philoſophers.” (i 0b 0 477 
The | gene · g. 7. Now my Deſign in general in the fol- 
ra! Hed: lowing, Diſcourſe being to prove, That ho 
under we have nb Knowledge of the. "inn 6 Natures 
whichwhat of the Subſtances or Hſences, f Material or 
is ee Copitative Beings, yet it does, not thence follow, 
in this 2 eing 5 
Treatiſe u that we are: incapabler ef demunſiruting, 
dy pre choſe Subſtances or Eſſences are of 1tirely dif- 
erent and inécompatible Natures : In order to 
the completion of this Deſign, I muſt make 
it my-buſineſs to bring the wo follcw ing Pro- 
505 tian 57 ſtrict Demonſtration 9 Dee 


J 6. - IT1: 


I 281 Boſh, "That we Saud bo 1 


Subſtantes or ee of Matetial and 


x 7 Co . eee x ts d 2 1 mz | 
2. Ta . Sean 


wie ": "may I look upon as no way material 


"that | 


10 Ideas at all of the inmoſt Narbe the 


1 
a 
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Modern 


II. Secondly, That tho! we are intirely ig- 


norant of theſe Particulars, we are ne- 


vertheleſs able to demonſtrate, that thoſe 


Subſtances or Eſſences are of intirely dif- 


ferent and incompatible Natures. 


* — © „ 
3 \ 


: I CCC 
My Deſign in particular being ta male it 
| appear, that tho: we have no Ideas of eirher, 
yet. we can prove that Matter and, Human 
Souls, have their reſpectiue Subſtances:or E 1 | 
W [ences intirely and incommunicably different one 

from another + Theſe two general Propoſitionss 
prov'd, will make two like Heads in this par- 
ticular Theſis demonſtratively good. 


I. Firſt, That we know-nothingof the Sub- 
ſtancæs or 
Human Souls. And, ne 995193 

II „ Secondly, That. tho we are; mtirely 1g- 

norant of their intrinſic Natures, yet we 
can demonſtrate that 45 have their re- 


ſpective Subſtances or Eſſences inriręlꝝ and 
incommunicably different one from afio- 
ther. . C 13d e mba 


anni 


- From theſe Particulars made good, he abſo- 
lute Immateriality of Human Souls ; amd other 
Thinking Subſtances will be demonſtrated ;-and 
thence their Natural Eternity, and Immomtality, 
will be what, in the laſt place, I ſhall make it + 
. buſineſs demonſirativelyto deduce, Each of thele 


in their order, I ſhall endeavour to bring to 


I, 


. 


diſtin 


2 
I. 
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LN 


py 


_ w K A 
* 0 6 5 TOY N * ** — 
n at , 2 * Q — 4 * FI, 
we H 4 . 9 2 2 : LET * ; 4 4 ho . * 8 bs. "#5 Þ8>" Co 4 "5 
_— * wy a 1 * . 7 — 2 . 2 an r. e — 4 7. 2 4 « G We IN 3 
y os Worn 2 * 3 — 0 — — 77 e n 4 + he — 2 ms O . - 7 * * — * 
5 - - FA N * —— F 
—ews 3 — — — * * * + A - - - ae Bas rv, K — uae. vac , * — 
> G on * >. $9 $01 DO G _ 1 — * _ C * * 7 <p * 8 Aang # . 
5 x . 1 * N = FAO ** $0 ek . : ate ot 28 4... """ 2 3 — 
+ =—4 Ip — 8 * you * by 
G " =, f 5 Fo * _ n — 4 
he 3 5 5 4 = 15 Tl 3 - $4 <i> ke ee - g 
— 2 BY 8 mn aner 
— — * = i 0 5 5 - 8 * : * 
7 . 
1 


L g. 8. L I: am to prove hn, in rhe firſt hn 
The ways That we baue no re of he no Ideas at al 
aid dewit of the inmoſt Natures Subſtances or 7 
Ye Truth b ſences of Material and Copitative Beings; or 
> fe was that we know arena" wr of the intrinſic N. 
2 al is to ture of the Subſtances or ences of either Mat- 
be demon- ter or Human Souls, And were the conſent of 
rated. the moſt impartial and proper Judges to be ad- 
mitted in this Caſe, I cou d bring the whole 
Body of the beſt Modern — — in fa- 
vour of what I contend for under this Head: 
They all with one conſent deny our acquain- 
tance, either by Immediate Ideas, or other. 
Twiſe, with the intrinſic Natures of the Sub- 
ſtances 5 — — —. EY 
reßject t tefian eſis upon this Occa- 
ſion; but all Habs 2 rake the ſame 
Pretences, as intirely precarious, and not foun- 
_ dedin Nature, but upon the deluded Ima- 
ginations of their Abettors: In defence of 
you I here aſſert, I cou d make infinite tran- 
— ions from the beſt Authors, were it to 
urpoſe; but the conſent of Mankind, 


Ga any other Evidence, being allow'd 2 

no more than a probable Argument ; and the 
t of never ſo many, the moſt proper 

J udges, without the Reaſons they go upon, 


amounting 


Maodern Deiſm Confited, 
mounting but to an Evidence ſtronger or 
W weaker, in proportion to the clearer: or more 
abſtruſe Nature of the Thing, and the Eſteem | 
had for how many Men ſoever concurring 
in the ſame Sentiments, as to their Fidelity, 
Abilitys, Impartiality and the like ; and my 
Buſineſs here being to attempt to Mat 
ters to Demonſtration : — 5, re- 
jecting all manner of Authoritys, I ſhall en- | 
deavour directly to prove, That we have no | 
acquaintance at "all with the inmoſt Natures of | 

the rr of 1 thele two ways! 7 


1. Firſt, By enumerating the eu Claf. 
ſes of the Objects of Human Kno ledge, 
and thence determining its greateſt pre- 
| er Low poſſible Extent ; in order to make it * 
| 79 — that the innoſt Natures of the 
ee ances or Eſſences of neither Mate- 
| nor Cogittive Beings , are to be + 
Fond within the number, or appertain- 
ee y of the Claſſes of the Objects 
—_ witium the reach of our profent A0 0 


$ 2. Seren By ſhowing, that upon t the wy 

| >= 1 wag of our Knowledge of theſe | 
Things, ſuch Conſequences would ne- 

cCeſſari ly follow, as Human Nature in its 
pteſent Circumſtances can by no means 

pretend to, without. the vaineſt Arrogan- 
"cy; and and the moſt direct GontradiQion'to 
Matter of Fact: And ſuch, a 
n, 


is 


5 procecd:upon the ſuppok 
211 of — — Of "theſe: hi 
baue never prevetiiie to in their — 
or in any conſiderable Extent ; nor come 
off with any Succeſs, even even- Within the 


narrow diſtrict in er they: oy ae 
1 tended to em.. 


a. O71 - £15; 


take it, unexceptionably * What 1 
contend for under my irſt general Head: 
Which I ſhall — waving all Authori- 


this Point to à ſtrict demonſtrative Certainty 
hi all impartially conliderate Perſons, 


F> © prong! 1 $7 


g. 9. 12215 e the Firſts I herein 
An Tm am to enumerate all the Claſſes of the Objefs 


beret of. Human Knowledge, 2 thence ro. determin 
general it. greateſt preſent poſſi, ble Extent \ I order 
Claſſes, '9 to make 1t: appear that the inmoſt 


ris,or0b-nor Cogitatzve Beings: are te be found. within 
EN the fumher, or e [0 -any. of the 
Knowledge Claſſes of the Oe 7 rand or within the 


7 — redu- ach r or preſent Faculeys,\ Now, as I 


SS & *# 


have obſerv'd 1 our Tho of T hings, 
and not the Things themſelves, are che In- 
mediate Objects of Human | Underſtanding i 
And of theſe our Simple Ideas are the pri 
Fundamentals of —— Knowleds! e: Whi 
ue are * furniſſid with two, and but 
two 


Theſe 502. 1 will, I 


tys, attempt to eſtabliſh; in order to bring 


ures of 


_ 4 the Subſtances or Eſſences, of neither Material 


8 EF . 


1e Dei m cafe. 


two, ways ; from Senſation and 
The former furniſhes us with Ideas of the 
Powers and Pro 
of External Objects, 
later with the Ideas of the Powers and Facul- 
tys and Operations of our own Souls, but pro- 
ceeds no 
Ideas of the inmoſt Natures of -Subſtances, as: 


I ſhall ſhortly make it appear: By the former 


ys, Actions and Paſſions, Gr. 
and no more; and the 


3 . 


arther; neither of em affording us 


we are let into the Knowledge of the World 


without us, as far as it is within our reach; 


into an Acquaintance with the amazing varies | 


ty and beauty of External Nature; and by the 
later we are furniſh'd with Ideas of what paſs. 


ſes in the little World within us, with the 
wonderful Powers, and Facultys, and Opera- 


tions of the thinking part of our ſelves; which 


our Senſes, as fitted only for the bringing 
home of foreign Intelligence, can give us no 
notice of: Indeed which they cou d not, let 


em be order'd ſo as to bring in Intelligence 


what way they will; what appertains to our 
Souls being no more capable oF being the Ob- 
jet of all, or any of our five Se 8 than 
Smells and Taſtes are of being be 0 bjects of 
our Eyes and Ears. Theſe ſs ſimple 1 deas of 
whatever Nature, and whether 


2 a 5 ee C 
er the r s of the 
Knowledge. - An Aol! 


ſition, I reduce © 
Objects of Human 
inaſmuch. as theſe ſimple: © 


2 es 


£ # 
«trig 


8 n «I 
11 
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acquir d fromm : 
Senſation, or Refle&ion, or both ʒ whether from 
one Senſe, or more than one; or from Sen- 


* 4 - 
Phe = 


ſiſt of determinate Collections of the ſimpl⸗ 


_ which we call Complex : Which make up the 


or as combir'd, concerning Matters of which 
ve have no immediate Ideas at all; theſe make ¶ te 
up the third Claſs. And to theſe three gene. 
ul Claſſes of the Material Objects of Human | 


8 55d Claſs 
ET 


rials are 
 Jdeas, 


Ilias are capable of being confider'd conjoint- 


reduced: As every one muſt allow, who has ever 


are Preſent poſſible Extent of our e may 
. ih eaſily be determin'd. 


the Mare- at leaſt as to the Identity, or Diver 
our ſimple 


| 5 bels 45 


Objects of being combin'd together, and made the 
jets of Human Underſtanding, as taken 
in the lump, whether theſe Compoſitions con- 


Ideas of one Senſe, or of the Ideas which are 
the Objects of more Senſes than one, or of | 
thoſe which are the Objects of Senſation and 
Reflection, or of Ideas of all theſe Natures 
in combination, hence we have thoſe Idea. 


—_Y x 1- PREY 


ſecond Claſs of the Objects of Human Under- 
ſtanding, and of the Materials of Knowledge. 

And ifs there are any Things, as I ſhall ſhortly 
— that there are, which can be deduc d 
from theſe Ideas, whether as conſider d /mply, 


Knowledge, are all Things 
can underſtand, and — capable of bats 


which we do, or 


reflected with any tolerable accuracy upon theſe 
Matters: Which being admitted, couc 
the ſeveral Claſſes of its Objects, the greate 


10. For, as ts the fir Claſs, as far " 
a. — ſimple Ideas, ſo 25 is * U 


e 


ar wh of thoſe "_ — of 


Modern Deiſm Confuted. —=_ 
dedunder this Head: Now the vaſt and amazing 


variety of External Objects are Sources inex- 
hauſtible of infinite numbers of Ideas, which 
they excite in us as ſoon as they are offer d to 


by our ſenſitive Organs to the Soul; and the 
ſeveral Powers within us, which we no ſooner 
come to think, but we are in ſome meaſure 
conſcious of, and with which we inlarge our 


V 


to w hat paſſes within us, and to our Reflect ion 
upon the Operations of our own Souls, fur- 
mth us with a new and diſtin& Set of ſimple 


F 4 


whole ſtock of 'the Primary 71 of our Un- 
derſtanding, and gte the #r/t Fundamentals of 
all our Knowledge: Which accordingly ex- 


without and from within furniſhes us with 


in their Natures, by application to, and com- 
pariſon one with another, ſo far that Know- 


ligence are capable of acquiring: And this, 
whether this Agreement or Diſagreement re- 
lates barely to their being of the tame or dif- 
ferent Natures, to their 14entity or Diverſuy z 
or whether it relates to their 
Ein of Co-exiſting in the ſame Subject; or 
aße to the Relation they may have, or Proportion 


our Senſes, and their Impreſſions are conveyd 


Acquaintance proportionably to our attention 
Notices; all which put together, make up the 


tends under this Head, as far as the World from 


ſimple Ideas; and as far as theſe ſimple Ideas 
ae capable of being found to age Or ai{agree, 


cu or Inca. 


74 which they may bear one to another; or to 
þ | „ - has 


" 


ledge reaches, which Men of Thought and Di- 


20 


RT 


tions or Negations in ſome or other of t 4 
Jeeps Caſes, ſhall not our whole ſtock of 
/ C 


* 7 | * ” N 2 As 


The fot Principles of | . 
their inferring the real Exiſtence of the Ob. 


jects which they are Ideas of: I ſay, as far as 
our ſimple Idens are capable of being found ta 


agree or diſagree, upon Application or Com- 


riſon in any of theſe reſpects, ſo far that 
nowledge reaches under this Head, which In- 


duſtry, and Thought, and Contemplation may 
bring to light, And how far this 1s, all the 


Arithmetic in the World can't expreſs : -For 
if, comparatively ſpeaking, a few Letters, or 
Numbers, are capable of almoſt infinite Com- 


| binations and Alternations ; the Ideas of which 


are inconſiderable, in compariſon of thoſe 


numberleſs Collections beſides, which we are 


furniſh'd with ; what Compariſons, 2 
ou 


mple Ideas be capable of; which are them- 
ſelves, ſingly. conſider d, with reſpect to us, in- 
numerable? Certainly they muſt be admit- 
ted productive of unſpeakable Diverſitys of 
Campari ſons, Agreements and Diſagreements, 


Unions and Sefarations, and therein of incon- 


ceivable numbers and diverlitys of Truths : 
I may almoſt ſay of infinite: Of prodigiouſly 
more than have yet been diſcover d by the 
Sons of Men: And perhaps of many more than 


- wou'd ever be diſcover'd, were the preſent 


Frame of Things 1G continue in theſe -Cir- 
cumſtances, for Millions of Millions of ſuc- 


ceeding Ages. Doubtleſs the Propertys of the 


moſt ſimple Geometrical quantitys, as er” 
* 1 1 „ 8 a 44 & 7 * 1 — 4 : 
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| ly confider'd and compar'd, are inexhauſtible; 

and conſequently ſo are the Truths reſulling 

from the compariſon of their Ideas under dii- 
ferent Conſiderations; and if theſe few Ideas 
afford innumerable, our whole ſtock muſt be 
capable of funiſhing us with infinite numbers 
of Truths; what tho' we may lay the Foun- 
dations of in this World, we ſhall require in- 


or 

or ß nite Series of Ages to exhauſt i in that which 

1. WW 15 to come. 

ch F. 17. And as to the ſecond Claſs, as 2 ag The exiem 


we have, or ma have, Complex Ideas, ſo far - Bo 


15 our Knowle 5 2 of being extended un- 
under this Hea far are new Materials 4 e ff. 


ah furniſh'd for the advancement of our rational; 3 | 
of Acquirements: Now of Complex Ideas ſome are the Mare- 
nm. taken from Nature, and others the Mind of -912/ "i 
in. Man is capable of forming out of its ſimple plex Meas. 
its WY Ideas at pleaſure : Of thoſe Complex Ideas 

of which we form our ſelves, ſome may be con- 

us, ſonant to, and conſiſtent with Naturns; 

on- which may therefore, for diſtinction- ſake, be 


bs: call'd Real; and ſome may be diſſonant from, 
and Aepufilent with Nature, which are ac- 
the Wl cordingly Chimerical, Of the real Complex 
han Leas which we have from, Nature, and of 
ſent MI thoſe which we are capable of forming to our 
Cir- os, conſonant to, and conſiſtent with her, 
fac. WM there are, or may be infinite: The Idea of 
every External Ge conſider'd as ſuch with- 
out ee ſeparately conſidering the 
many ſimple Ide as of 2 Natures which it 
furniſhes 


22 


| $4 ” the * future mechanical Diſcoverys. 
Now 


4 ty or Incapacity of Co- exiſting in the ſame Sub- 
ect; or to the Relation of Proportion, which 


the viſible World; and the Idea which every 


chanical Inventions are already found out, and 


ever elſe it has any reference; ſo far is the Ex- 


The fir Principles of ß 
furniſhes us with, is a Complex Idea which we 
have from Nature ; and of theſe there are as 


many, and as differing in Kinds, as there are 
numbers and varietys of External Objects in 


Man has of his own Soul is a Complex Idea 
from Nature alſo: And the Idea which every 


forms conſonant to, or conſiſtent with Na- 
ture; and of theſe there are as many as me- 


may be more form'd than will be exemplify d 


| theſe infinite Complex Ideas of either 


of the te real Kinds, are farther Materials 
for the inlargement of the Extent of Human 
Knowledge ; which as far as they are capable 
of being found to Agree or Diſagree upon be- 


ing apply'd to, and conpar d one with another, 
or each with any ſimple Ideas whatever; whe- 
ther this Agreement or Diſagrecment relates 
barely to their being of the Tome or different 
Natures ; or whether it refers to their Capaci- 


they may have one to another; or to what- 
tent of Human Knowledge advanc'd under this 


Head. Which how far it is, *twill not be eaſ 
to determin, till we have the number of 


"= Varietys of External Objects in the viſible 


World; 


Artift has of any particular Engin or mecha- 
nical Invention, is a Complex Idea which he 
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brought to exact Calculation. 
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World ; and till all the Complex Ideas which 

we can form conſonant to, and conſiſtent 
with Nature can be reckon'd up; and till the 


which Complex Ideas, compar'd either with 
Complex, or Simples, will admit of; can be 


W Knowledg to extend: And if it extends no . — 


extends NO ielge u. 
farther, we muſt needs own that it is not li- de be 
mited within very narrow bounds; unleſs c 

thoſe be ſuch which all the known Powers of 272% 
numbers won't inable us to calculate, and e proper » 
which he that is beſt acquainted with the a- {9,9 


, the Obje lt 
mazing Myſterys of Geometry can't circum- of — 


ſcribe. But I believe it may be ſhewn to ex- Ce- 


tend farther ſtill, and to reach ſome Things of m—— 
which we have no proper Ideas, but which we 
infer demonſtratively r other Things which , 
we have Ideas of. For our ſimple Ideas are 
only ſo far extended, as Impreſſions either Ex- 
ternal or Internal are made upon us by the re- 


| ſpe&tive Objeds of thoſe Ideas; and our Com- 


Plex Ideas are nothing elfe but determinate - 
numbers of thoſe Simples colle&ively conſi- 


der d: If we have therefore no proper Know- 


ledge but of Things, of which we have im- 
ediate proper either Simple or Complex Ideas, 
we muſt give up all pretence to any real Cer- 
tainty of all matters of Fact which we ſee not, 
or have not ſeen, our ſelves; of all Perſons 


or Things which exiſt, VOM or are tranſacted 


4ͤöͥ ͥͤ 


Tphbe ferſt Principles of, |} 
out of our view 3 or which have exiſted, 
 livd, or were tranſa&ed out of our times; 

tho' _ of og — * e the _ 
were formerly capable of being known by 
immediate Ideas: That is, * who live 
in thoſe Places, or liv d in thoſe Days. Now 
methinks it muſt be allow d to be ſomething 
S.⸗ỹceptical to aſſert this; tho we can't ſay that 
we have immediate proper Ideas of the Ob- 
lects of our Knowledge in theſe Caſes, The 
Aater are deliverd down to us to have been 
obnce in Fact, and the Objects of Ideal Certain- 
N I 98 25 and therefore we have as good Reaſon to 
flay we know them, as we have to expect that 
our Poſterity will have to ſay the ſame by what 
we faithfully deliver down to them concern- 
ing what we ſee and know by immediate Ideas 
in our own times: But then as we can't con- 
veydown to others thoſe very Impreſſions which 
were made upon our ſelves, ſo neither cou d 
our Anceſtors to us; and conſequently tho? 
we inay ſay we know, yet we can by no means i 
aſſert that we have a proper Ideal Knowledge 
of theſe Things. And the former we are as 
certain of as of the later: We know, for in- 
that 8 Og poſt py cs Tank 
Country as the Veſt-Indys; yet how 
many [Thouſands of us { had any imme 
diate Ideas of that large place impreſs d upon 
us? I is true, ſome will call Matters of theſe 
Natures, together with all other Objects of 
either Human or Divine Teſtimony, rather Mat- 
19 wn „3 „„ 
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* Ta 
ters of Belief than proper Knowledge ; afſer- 
| ting —— only moral and a demon- 
fratiue Evidence in theſe Caſes: And yet if a 
Man, who has convers d with Thouſands that 
have been there, ſhou'd ſay he only Barely be- 
lieves ſuch a place as the Veſt- Indys, we muſt 
acknowledge that he is nice of aſſent. Things 
of this manifeſt Nature, tho we have no 
Knowledge of em by immediate Ideas from 
themſelves, we ſeem nevertheleſs properly to 
know ; and that from Ideas, which the Fide- 
lity and Sincerity of the Teſtators have exci- 
ted in us 3 which as no Examination can dif. 
prove, we can't but aſſure our ſelves that the 
Matters of Fact which they atteſt, tho we have 
no immediate Ideas of em, are undoubted 

F. 13. But be this as it will, let all Matters 7h 4 
of this Nature be admitted to be only the Ob- 27 


jeds of belief, not of proper and demon, 1 
| tive Knowledge ; ſtill there are Thouſands of ““. 
Inſtances to be alledg d, wherein we have the tmmeticce *. | 
Evidence of Demonſtration without proper ere 
immedi n-Jdeze of the Objeiis/ connro Ol ar of” 
demonſtratiue Knowledge : From Effect, of that owe 
which we have Ideas, we infer Cauſes of which lik: 

we have often no Ideas, and that demonſtra- 
tively ;, having no leſs certain a Foundation 

for their Exiſtence than this uncontrovertible , _ 
2 — | N cant be - —— "WF 
M the Exiſtence, or Operations of | any thing 
From Gravitation, E effects Matter um = 


«- 
* 1 


3 verſal 
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Precarious, that have yet been advanc d; and 
perhaps none will ever be advanc d againſt 
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this Effect proceeds, and that as infallibly as 


tho we have not the leaſt glimpſe of an Idea 
of the Power or Principle from whence Gra- 
vit ation immediately flows. From the Conti- 


nuity of Matter we infer a Principle or Cauſe 


of the Cabeſion of its parts one to another, 
tho we have no imaginable Idea of the im- 
mediate Cauſe of this Phenomenon ; the moſt 
plauſible Philoſophical Solutions of it bei 


which, Quis cuſtodiet ipſos cuſtodes, won t be an 
unanſwerable Exception. In a Word, there is 
not one Phenomenon in Nature whoſe Cauſe 


we don't know, whoſe Exiſtence we can't 

ſtrictly infer without its Idea; and for which 
wee have not as much Evidence as we have for 
any Truth the Object of immediate Ideal Cer- 


_ Zainty : In which Caſe, tho' our Knowledge 
is not immediately Intuitive, yet tis 


Intermediate Steps, by Ideas whole Agreement 
or Diſagreementare ſeparately imwitively, and 
in the Complex demonſtratively ſeen. Nay, 
from Created Nature we infer a Creator, God 
_ bleſſed for ever ; tho we know him not as he 
is, whoſe Exiſtence we infer, neither can know 


him: That is, we know certainly that there 


is a God, without being beholding to an adz- 
1 ; | a 


we are aſſur d by immediate Ideas from Sen- 
| ſation, that Matter does: — gravitate ; 


32 ſtriciy De- 
monſtrative, inferr d from Ideal Knowledge by 
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quate Idea of his inmoſt Nature for the Proof 
of his Exiſtence. And as from Effects we infer 
Cauſes, ſo from Attributes, Powers, or Pro- 
pertys we infer Subſtrata, Supports, or Sub. 
ſtances: From the 15 Propertys of any Ex- 
ternal Objects, which we know demonſtra- 
tively to be unable to exiſt of themſelves, we 
infer the Exiſtence of Ohje#s, in which they 
are united, and by which they are ſupported 5 
and this infallibly without any neceſſity of 
Ideas of thoſe Supports or ances, as they 
are in themſelves ; or knowing/ in the Jeaft | 
S what they are in their own Natures, From 
Extenſion, Solidity, Figure, Colour, G. 
united in one Subject, we infer the Subject in 
which they are united; and that unexceptiona- 
bly, without any neceſſity of having an Idea 
Matter as it is in it ſelf, or of the inmoſt 
Nature of the 17 of Cor paræal Being. 
From Thinking, | 


derſtanding, Willing, &. 
Bee which Tine, * — 


* Sw» 8 
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— 


ve infer ſom | 
ſtands, and Wills ; and this as infallibly as an 
Action implys an Agent, or an inherent Power 
its Subject of Inbefon, without. any 

of having recourſe, to our Ideas of em, in or- 
der to prove the actual Exiſtence of our own 
Souls. Nay, in the Mathematics we are ca- 
pable of demonſtrating the Propertys of ſeve- 
ral Things of which we neither have, nor can 
have any ung aud Ideas J ſuppoſe none will 
ſay that he an adequate, or any proper 
Idea at all of any thing infnit Jet ie. 


„ 
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pertys are unexceptionably demon- 
ſtrable of infinite diſcrete Quantitys, and the 
Demonſtrations are as clear in theſe Cafes, 
where immediate Ideas are wanting, as in any 
Caſes, even in common Geometry where our 
. 1deas, if any where, are perfect and diſtinci. 
To inſtance in Matters of this Nature which 
are the moſt vulgarly underſtood ; in the 4. 
rithmetic of Infinites we are able to aſſign 
ſomething, of which we have an Idea equal 
to an infinite Series of proportional Terms, 


tho tis impoſſible for us to run over thoſe ; 


Terms, or to have a limited collected Idæa, or 
Norion of em, as they are infinite. Thus the 
Sum of an infinite Series of Fractions decrea- 
ſing 1 in a double proportion from F; as 2, +, 
27 Er, 5 r; rr, Oc in inſinitum is demon- 
ſtrably preciſely equal to Unity: The Sum 
of an infinite Series of Fractions decreaſing 
from + ina triple Ratio; . 
Oc. is equal to : The Sum of an infinite 
Series of ractions decreaſing from - 7 in a Qua- 
druple proportion, as 4 1 Tr, 2 15 — G. C. 18 
equal to of Unity: And a great many more 
beautiful Theorems might be inftanc'd in out 
of this part of the ee by which ſe. 
veral of the _ — 4 Truths in Geo- 
metry are elegantly demonſtrated 2 priori in a 
few W — each of which put Hy Ancients 
to the Expence of almoſt whole Volumes, and 
_ which at laſt they were capable of demon- 
a 2 but an Nay, in Geometrical 


continu 'd 
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contimi d quantity there are ſeveral Propoſitions 
ut Infinites ; as that the .. 
Curve and Aſymptote of an Hyperbola fhall ne- 
ver meet, tho always approaching, and in- 
finitely continud, in the Conic Sectione; 

and yet we have no Idea of an infinite 


demonſtrable a 


| Curve, or of an infinite right Line. Nay, 


the firſt Species of Mathematical conti dt 


quantity, properly ſo. calbd, to wit, 4 
Line is demonſtrably. divifible in infinitum, | 
and that by the now N Property of the 


Curve and Aſymptote of the Hyperbolas to men- 
tion at preſent no other way. Tis true, in 


all theſe Caſes, it may be ſaid that neither in 
continu'd nor diſcrete u the, nfnites we 


luch'; for in the Arith. 


ſpeak of are properly 
metic of Infimtes we f 


Series, as o and 2, and the like; and in the 
Term is ſpecify d; and ſo for the reſt: Which 
ve Hyporheſes are / Inconſiſtent with proper 
Infinity. This I grant to be true ; andithere- 
in that by Mathematical Infinites are meant 
only Indefinites ; but ſtill what I contend for 
holds good, that the Propertys of ſeveral quan- 
titys are  /{rifly demonſtrable, of which we 


: 5 4 


have no Ideas. Unleſs, we can, ſay; that 


we have determinate Ideat of Things inde- 


terminable ;, which no one who conſiders what 


: ; OS 4 = > „ 
he ſays will aſſert. 105 f vos! 
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be granted, that we can come to the Knowledge Ml * 
a great many Truths, without any neceſſity Ml ® 
3 of immediate Ideas of the Objects they refer t] 
thirdGaſs, t: And this demonſtratively, by the help of k 
| where » we 3 Ideas of I hings which neceſſa- ö 


| upon, and cunſequently as neceſ- 
5 ily infer the Exiſtence of ſeveral Things of 
which we haue no immediate Ideas at all. 

And the Erneut of qur demonſtrative Know- 
_ledge\of Nate under this Head is at leaſt 
hie N Things which we have Ideas 
off the Ideas we have of em, 
we fee — to involve Dependency for 
their Exiifence in their own Natures, we can 
I. i 1 Acmonſtrate the Exiſtence of what 
1 they depe n, tho the inmoſt Nature of 
—_— ;, Ms irate or | Supports of their Exiſtence 
+ » he, with reſpect to us and any Ideas we have 
of 'em, in the . deren and moſt impenetrable 
obſcurity. Thus from Attributes, Powers and 
Propertys, of which we have immediate Ideas, 
81 and which we ſee from their Ideas to involve 
1 Dependency in their own Natures, we can 
14 A ere the Exiſtence of $bſtances which 
are the Supports of thoſe Attributes, Powers, 
Gr. tho we have no Ideas at all of the in- 
moſt Natures of thoſe Subſtances whoſe Exi- 
ſence we thus demonſtrate. So that our Know- 
ledge under this Head extends at wg as far 
as Attributes, Powers, and Propertys, of which 
we have Ideas, inable us to * the Exiſtence 


of 
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any Attributes, Powers, or Propertys, which 


are inconfiſtent, or contradictory one to-ano- - 


ther; all which, in their Ideas, imply Depen- 
dency ; as from their Dependency we are in- 
abled to demonſtrate the Exiſtence of the Sub- 
ſtances they depend ypon z ſo from their In- 
confift ency clearly ſeẽn, we are able to prove 


the intirely different Natures of. the Subſtan- © - 
e inmoſt Na- 
| tures of any of theſe Subſtances: we are, for 
want of immediate Ideas of em, intirely in 
the dark. So that our Kno ledge under this 


ces they inhere in, tho as to 


Head extends thus much further; Nen as far 


as inconſiſtent Attributes, Powers, ion Proper- — 


wg” - 


tys, of whoſe inconſiſtency we are rertifud, | 


mediate Ideas of dem, inable us to demonſtrate -- 


the intire difference, and incompatibility in Na- 


ture of the Subſtances, in which theſe incon- 
fem: Attributes, &c. reſpeftivelyinhere.: And 
farther than theſe two Branches reach I don't 


know that we haye any conſiderable Phyſical 
Knowledge under this Head; and after the 


Extent of Human Knowledge, with relation 


8 
* 
31 * 


to the Phyſical Natures and Propertys c ] 


Things I am now enquiring: Under this Head 
after its Extent in Matters ofwhich we have no 
immediate Ideas; which I have here ſpecifyd 


and limited: And I think every Body muſt 
neceſſarily admit of what I have advanc'd. I 
don't ſay that we have, or can have, Know- 


e 


The fir Principles of 
ledge without any Ideas at all; For ſtrip the 
Soul of all her Ideas, and ſhe is utterly inca- 
pable of knowing any thing ; abſolutely in 
the dark; and as long as ſhe continues unfur- 
niſh'd with Ideas irrecoverably ſo: But then 
by the help of a Stock of Ideas rightly apply d 
and conſider d, ſhe can deduce a great many 
Truths relating to Things, and the different 
Natures and Eſſences of Things of which the 
has no 11eas ; and that by as clear Demonſtra- 
tion as any; and which muſt be admitted to 
be true, or all Human Certainty vaniſhes into 
nothing. If any ſhall doubt here whether 
1 or inconſiſtent Attributes neceſſa- 
rily infer the abſolute Iucompatibility of the in- 
moſt Natures of the Subſtances they inhere in; 
which none can do, who conſiders the ſtri 
Relation which Eſſences or Subſtances, and in- 
herent Attributes have to each other; they will 
find this ſtrictly demonſtrated in the Affirma- 
tive in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe; whither, 
therefore I we em at preſent for Satisfaction 


in this Particular. | 


4 Stone F. 15. Thus have I briefly determiir d the 


Kain: greateſt preſent Extent of Human Knowledge: 


 Jarion It reaches as far as we have ſonple Ideas; and 


the 1cth, | : 4 
111b,12tb, as far as they are capable of Compariſon, Uni- 


13th, «nd on, or Separation under any of the Conſide- 
9+ eee rations aſſign d: And as far as we have Complex 
Ideas, either from Nature, or compounded by 
our ſelves conſonant to Nature; and as far as 
theſe can be compar'd, united, or ſa 
; # either 
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_ Cm: together: Nay it extends farther 
{ti ; reaching a great many Truths without 
any neceſſity of immediate Ideas of the Ob- 
jets they refer to: As I have fully made it 


offer d upon this Matter: And I don't know 


but what are reducible under one or other of 
the :hree general Claſſes here ſpecify'd. The 
a eſtion now is, whether the inmoſt Natures 
„Hebe Subſtances or primary Eſſences of Things 
come within the diſtrict of any of theſe Ca 
,; or, whether the E/ences of Material and 
SC271tarive Subſtances are to be found amongſt 
heſe Objects of Human Underſtanding: Which 
hat they are not, I am oblig'd, in farther pro- 
WWcution of my Deſign under this Head, to 
ndeavour to make demonſtratively good. 


= 


3 * amiſs to take notice, that in both Material 


| - appear; and, I think, muſt neceſſarily be 
granted by all, who conſider what I have now 


of any proper Objects of Human Knowledge 


33 


either one with another, or Simple Ideas and : 


F. 16. Before I come to which, it may not Ino diffe- 
rent kinds 


of Eſſences 


ud Cogitative Beings, there are two different of Things, 


ubſtances ; perhaps when apply'© to Copita- 
e Beings, or Spiritual Subſtances, which 
e know T:1: of, it may admit, with {cme, of a 
Wilpute. In Matter, the firſt of theſe Eſſences 
its general Eſſence, or Subſtance 5 which in 
l Bodys is the ſame, under whatever diffe- 


which 


ot Eſſences to be conſider d: At leaſt 5 


Wit Modifications they appear to us; and 


mary 


his is' univerſally acknowledg d in Material fe. out 


* 
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Ye good: For as they muſt have a Primary £| 


Powers and Operations, which either any aſ- 


mary Subſtance upon the Deſtruction of 
which in any part of Matter, that part ceaſes 


therein become Matter of as many different 
Specific Denominations one after another. Ant 


be diſtinct Beings, but only the bare Actions, g 


The firſt Principles of 
which can no way be affected either in any 
determinate portion of Matter, or in the whole, 
after all the variations in External Propertys, 


ſignable part of, or the whole Material Uni- 
verſe can admit of. And the ſecond is its Spe 
cific Eſſence ; which aſſigns to the vaſt varie 
tys of Bodys in the Univerſe their reſpe&ive 
Species; and which is not neceſſarily inhe 
rent in Matter as ſuch, but may be diſcon 
tinu'd without any Prejudice to its pri: 


to appertain to that determinate Lind, or Spe 
cies to which it belong'd before; but ſtill ig 
is not remov'd from partaking of the Primary 
Eſſence of the Maſs of Matter in genera 
even tho it has, as it may have, undergong 
thouſands of different Specific Eſſences, aui 


as in Material, ſo in * Subſtanc 
perhaps this diſtinction of Efences may hok 


ſence or Subſtance, without which they can 


Operations, Powers, or Propertys, or Modl 
fications of ſuch Things as are poſſeſſed W 
Primary Eſſences z ſo every different Claſs 4 
Dries, at leaſt may have its Specific Eſſence 
Indeed if there are different Claſſes, they my 
have different Specific Eſſences, by which the 
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ee adiſtinguiſn'd one from another: For thoſe 
a which are the ſame not only in Sub- 
ance, but in all their Actions, and in all 
cir Powers and Attributes, and Modificati- 
m,, can't admit of any more than a numeri- 
„ Adiſtindtion. Upon which Suppoſition, not 
oly Human Souls, but all the unknown 
ifferent Orders of Ingelical Beings are both 
co general Subſtance, and Specifically the 
me: Which if to aſſert is abſur d, then the 
iſtinction I contend for muſt even here be ad- 
itted. Now the Queſtion I am upon is not 
out the Specific, but the Primary Eſſences; 

am not oblig'd therefore to ſhew that we are 
W-norant of their Specific Eſſences, but of the 
inary Eſſences or Subſtances of Things; pro- 
öobly we may have a general right Notion of 
oe former, at leaſt in Bodys; and we may de- 
Wermine rightly in general, when we ſay that 
he Specific Eſſences of determinate Bodys con- 
Wiſt in nothing elſe but the Connection, Con- 
Wiouration, Inteſtin Motion or Reſt, ec. of 
their infinitely ſmall parts conſtituent : And 
derhaps we might be able to determin rightly 
a general, concerning the Specific Eſſences 
pf Cogitative Beings, Bad we more and better 
WAcquaintance with *em than at preſent we can 
Wrctend to have, did we know their different 
Powers and Attributes by which they are ſpeci- 
cally diſtinguiſh'd one from another: As in 
Bodys we; conclude of different ſpecific Eſ- 
ſences from different Appearances, Powers, 
ind Operations. —_ here 1 believe 
2 = 


The firſt Principles of 
it may eaſily be made appear, tFat we 
know not the particular Specific Eſſence of any 
Body whatever: That is, the particular Cons 
nection, Configuration, Inteſtin Motion or 
Keſt, Gc. of its infinitely ſmall Parts conſti- 
tuent ; which make it rather of this Spefies 
than that; and give it this determinate Ser of 
Powers and Propertys rather than another, 
This I ſhall briefly make appear under the Se- 
cond Diviſion of the general Head I an: upon, 
In the mean time what I have offer d upon the 
Firſt I now come to apply. 8 
js pt F. 17. And here the firſt Queſtion is, whe- 
ion £ ther the Knowledge of the inmoſt Subſtances, 
only 24% or Primary Eſſences of Things is to be had a- 
TT ft mongſt the Materials of the firſt Claſc ofthe Ob- 
come 4c. jects of Human Underſtanding : That is, whether 
| GERT. we have Simple Ideas of theſe Things? And] 
Simple J. Anſwer, That if we will credit either our Senſes 
deas: whe- or our Reaſon, we have not. For, all the vall 
pon __ varietys of Simple Ideas which we are fur- 
innate, or niſh'd with, we come firſt acquainted with, one 
gui. d. of theſe ways, either from Senſation or Re 
flection. If they are all 1 this is nt 
leſs than experimentally evident, inaſmuch a 
we ſee we have. no other ways of acquiring 
em but theſe two: Nay, tho' we ſuppoſe en 
innate, twill come to the ſame thing: For 
they are ſo, either their proper Objects opera 
ting upon us are requir'd inorder to bring en 
to our Knowledge, or we muſt grant, that 
Man born blind may have as uff and perfet 
Notions of Light and Colours as one thi 


cou 
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Wc ou'd always ſez; or that one born deaf m 
have as adzquate Ideas of ſounds in alt their 
irerſitys, as one that has been moſt conver- 
ert with Muſical Harmony; and has never 
atour'd under the leaſt imperfection in his 
enſe of bearing. Now as, to aſſert this is 
rolly abſurd, witneſs the blind Man's com- 
Sr aring Scarlet to the ſound of a Trumpet; it 
vuſt be granted that, ſuppoſing our Ideas 
nate, we have not the leaſt Acquaintance 


Objects can act upon us beſide; the two ſpeci- 
ed, it follows that Senſation and Reflection 
ire the only Mediums by which we come 


the Controyerſy about their original: Whe- 
her they be eſteem'd acquir'd, and to owe 
cir firſt origin in us to the Inpreſſions of Ex- 
cr] Objects, and our own Reflection upon 
obe Internal Powers and Facultys we are fur- 
i'd with; or whether they be imagin'd in- 
7c, and to be woven imo the very Conſtitu- 
oon of our newly form'd Souls. Now it be- 


rſt Acquaintance with all our Simple Ideas 
ether from Senſation or Reflection, we are 
thence inabled to ſhew, that the Subſtances or 
ſſences of Material and Cogitative Beings 
are not to be found amongſt the Objects of our 
knowledge under this Head. Which cou'd 
_ 923 not 


U 


ith em, till they are elicited by their proper 
objects: And there being no way by which 


rſt acquainted with the greateſt poſſible va- 
ietys of Simple Ideas; whatever become of 


ng undeniably evident that we come by our 


37 
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not ſo well be done, were we not able to ded | 
termin the only ways by which we firſt come 
acquainted with 'em. > 
No ginge, J. 18. For Firſt, all our Simple Ideas of | 
te Sh b Bodys, and every Thing External, we have 
e 5 from Senſation; but we have not the Idea of 
2 15 — b the inmoſt Subſtance, or primary Eſſence of 
or primary Matter from Senſation : Therefore we have it 
| Efence of not at all under this Head. Now to prove 
Mai. the Truth of this Aſſertion from an Indufionl 
of Particulars, wou'd be an endleſs and impoſſi- 
ble labour; as the Simple Ideas which we av 
from abroad are innumerable, which in this 
way we are oblig'd to reckon up, to be able 
to ſhew that, after a full Enumeration of em 
all, we can't meet with the 14-2 or Ideas iu 
debate. I ſhall therefore examin whether the 
Laea of its inmoſt Subſtance 18 to be found a- 
mongſt thoſe which we have from any one 
determinate portion of Matter; for in this 
Caſe what holds of one ſingle Body holds of 
the whole Material Univerſe ; they being] 
in Subſtance the ſame; (and conſequently i 
we have an Idea of the inmoſt Nature of thi} 
Subſtance of a Pebble, we have that of the! 
whole viſible World ;) And the Simple Ideal 
of the Subſtance of Fat tter in general being 
equally to be had from, or equally latent in 
any one portion of Matter as another; as it 18] 
to be got from nothing elſe but the Subſtanch | 
or Fence it ſelf, wh being univerſally the 
lame, has univerſally the ſame relation 4 
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Ind is univerſally equally within or without 
W he reach of our Senſes, Neither need I col- 
ed together and conſider all the Simple Ideas 
Which I have from any determinate portion of 
Matter, in,order to diſcover whether or no the 
lea of its lumoſt Auen, is to be found in 
he number: For inaſmuch as the primary Sub- 
W/ ance of any Body whatever, is the ſame with 
What of all Bodys, or the ſame intrinſic Eſſence 
Wis common to all; hence my taking into Con- 
ſderation thoſe Ideas, from whence I ſpecify 
Wit, is intirely ſuperſeded : And if I find not the 
(dea of its primary Eſſence amongſt thoſe which 
WI have from it in common with, all Matter, 
WI muſt conclude that I have it not at al]; 
Neither with reſpe& to the portion of Matter I 
inſtaace in, or to Matter in general. Now 
che portion of Matter I inſtance in is 2 cubic _ 
20t of Marble; and the Ideas it furniſhes me 
with in common with all other Matter are theſe . 
following : It is ſomething repreſented to me 
Sande] into length, breadth, and depth ; 
hence I have the 22 of Extenſion, length 
breadth, and depth as belonging to it, which i 
find upon Examination common to it with 
Matter in general: I find it upon Exa- 
mination lid, or impenetrable; not ad- 
mitting any other Body into the ſpace 
that it fills, during the time that it fills it; 
hence I have an Idea of the ſolidity of this 
particular Body. And by like tryal I find that 
all other Bodys as well as this are ſolid; or 
that ſolidity is ſomething which appertains to 
A WD 4 Matter 


| 
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Matter in general: Upon tryal I find that I 
can move it, hence I have an Idea of its Mo. 
bility; and upon examining, I find that this 
is what belongs to Matter in general as well 
as to this particular Body: I find it heavy, 
and hence I have an Idea of its weight or gra-. 
vity . And I meet with no other Matter but 
what is heavy in proportion to its quantity: Il 
can break it, and hence I have an Idea of its! 
diuiſibility, and this is what I find to ae | 
it in common with Matter in general. And be. 
ſides theſe Ideas inſftanc'd in, Idon't know that 
Tam furniſh'4 with any more, which are afforded} 
me, in common with it, by all other Matter, 
Indeed it is farther repreſented to me as limited) 
in a determinate manner; whence I have an! 
Idea of its particular Figure; but then this] 
. Figure is not common to it with all Matter; 
I find its conſtituent Parts of a determinate] 
Texture; but neither have all the Syſtems of 
Matter in Nature this particular Texture off 
Parts; on the contrary this Texture in a great 
meaſure diſtinguiſhes it from other Matter, and 
Jpecifys it to be that kind of Matter which 1 
cad Marble Theſe therefore, and the like, 
I have nothing to do with; after having en 
merated what Ideas it excites in me common 
with thoſe which I have from all Matter! 
whatever. The Queſtion now is, whetheti 
the Idea of its inmoſt Subſtance or Eflence 
to be found amongſt thoſe common to the Bo- 
dy I have inſtanc d in, and Matter in general? 
And that it is not, a few Words will unexcep# 
e wd t Jon 
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WS onably demonſtrate. For the Idea of Ex- 
hn is evidently no. more the Idea of the 
ung extended, than the Attribute of a Thin 
the Thing it ſelf ; whichto aſſert were juſt 
conſonant to Truth as to ſay, that ſound is the 
g ſoundimg, or that light and colours are the 
ninous and colour d Bodys from whence they 
ow: In all theſe Cafes here is evidently 


2 zunde, ſomething which is colour'd- or lumi- 
21; which is the Jupport of theſe Proper- 
; and the Idea of this ſomething, with 


Wow in queſt of. Length, Breadth, and Depth 
re but Extenſion differently conſider'd; fo 
What if I have not from Extenſion in general 
he Idea after which I am enquiring, -I have it 
ot from them, they being butdifferent Names 
rer the ſame thing; whence any Conſiderati- 
ion of the Ideas I have from them is ſuper- 
eded. Soliduy ſuppoſing ſomething ſolid, the 
ea of Solidity is not the Idea of that Some- 
ing. And in like manner Mobility ſuppoſing 
Womething to be mov'd ; Diviſibility ſomething 
Dioiſcble; and Gravity ſomething gravitating ;, 


Which thay are ſupported, and after which I 
am enquiring at preſent ; than the Idea of a 


the Earth e upon its Axis ; or than the 
Idea of a Parabelic Motion is the Idea of the 


” 4k 


thing ſuppos'd extended, ſomerbing which 


lation to the rimary Eſſence of Matter, Iam 


the Idea of any of theſe can no more be the 
ea of the inmoſt Nature of that Subſtance by 


rruler Motion is the Idea of the Subſtance f 


* 


Our Rnom- 
ledge of 
Cogitative 
Beings leſs 


. 


Senſes. 


plain, the Idea of none of its primary Atria 


determinate portion of Matter in common 


11 _ mo# Subſtances or Eſſences of Cogitative Be- 
of t - | 


je&s of our 


be confeſs'd that we know not by far ſo much 
of Thinking Subſtances as we do of Matter: 


The firft Principles of 


inmoſt Nature of the primary Eſſence of a 


Bullet moving in that Curve. Theſe Particu- 


| lars are ſelf-evident to every pne, who reflects 


upon them impartially, at firſt fight. All the | 


Ideas which Thave from any portion of Matter 


common with it, and Matter in general, or which 


_ every Syſtem of Matter whatever equally ex- 


Cites in me, are evidently Ideas of Attributes] 

which neceſſarily ſuppoſe ſomething by which 
they may be ſupported ; this ſupport of itz 
Attributes 1s he of Matter, and the 
Idea of the inmoſt Natur: of this Subſtance-of 8 
Matter. is what I want; And what, 'tis 


butes can poſlibly be ; and the Ideas of thoſe | 
being what I am inform'd of relating to any! 


with Matter in general, and no more; it mult 
beown'd, that of the inmo# Nature of its prima 
ry Eſſence I have no Simple Mes no Notion ori 
onception at all, F 
F. 19. Secondly, All the Simple Ideas wel 
have of Cogitative Beings we have from Revd 
fleHion ; but we have not the Ideas of the in 


LY 


ings from Reflection, therefore we have them 
not at all under this Head. And here it muſt 


Every Man has but one Soul, from whence to 
pick up what Ideas he has relating to intelleciu: 
21 Beings ; whereas External Nature furniſhes 
. = „ | | N | us} 
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Enfinitely different in ſpecific Eſſences, Proper- 
tys and Operations: Beſides that we naturally 
look more abroad than at home; the Eyes of 
our Underſtanding as well as thoſe in our Head 
ſeeming to be made to look outward ; whence 
we delight rather to ranſack all External Na- 
ture, to furniſh our ſelves with Ideas from 
Senſation from without, than to give our 
ſelves the trouble to encreaſe our Stock of 
Ideas from Reflection, by attending to what 
pales within; tho it is granted by all, that 
the Soul is a more valuable Object of our Con- 
templation than any part of, or, perhaps, the 


ies which excite em = innumerable, and 


in theſe Matters proceeds, it would be a di- 
omit at preſent to examin : I mention this 

only, from thence to deduce the-two fol- 
lowing Obſervations, Firſt, That, inaſmuch 
ass no Man has more than one individual Source, 
W from whence proceed all the Ideas relating to 


. 
. 28 Wen e N > TL 
4 + a 2 3 _— = 1 . — 4 Lv WY 5 * 3 l ee n we 5 * 4 > — 43 7 
i IKE ; £47 * . re . „ 5 822 8 n . ” E FO,” 6 
4 ve ge agg Ee e 2 RE 8 os W n 3 8 ee 8 af * FX ey 7 r 3 8 y an NEIL 8 . 5 
Lies SARS) EISSN . ͤ Te CESK, : 771 R - 1 b n 
. 8 


WW Cocitative Beings, which he has from Reflecki- 
on; hence we are the leſs able to diſcover 
whether all the Ideas we have of what paſles 
W within, be Ideas of what is common to our own 

| Souls, with all other finite Intelligences ;, or 


our Clafs, and are not Ideas of what diſtin- 
guiſhes us from n 25, and e ours 
rather to be Humn Souls than Angelical Be- 
ings. And Secondly, That inalmuch as what 


s wich infinite diverſitys of Ideas; the Ob- 


whole viſible World. Whence this Oſcitancy 


whether ſome of em belong not peculiarly to 


we 
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expected that I ſhou d proceed ſo diſtinctly in 
my enquiry after the Ideas of Cogitative as I 


met with, from declaring or being oblig d to 


me upon this occaſion, is to ſhew what Idea 


The fot Principles of 


we know from our own Souls, is the whole 


from whence we pre furniſh'd with what we 


know, relating to Cegitative Beings in gene- 
ral; and that this is but little at the moſt, in 
all Men proportionable to the' Obſervations 
they have made upon what paſſes within them- 
felves ; hence we can't be ſure that we are ac- 
quainted with all the Ideas, beſides thoſe in 
ebate, which upon long and diligent Scrutiny 
we might be furniſh'd with, relating to what 


is common to our ſelves, with all other finite 


Intelligences, And theuſe whichT wou'd make 
y firſt Obſervation is this, that it can't be 


have done after thoſe of Material Subſtances; 


in this Caſe I can't reje& the Examination of 
ſuch Ideas as relate to Powers or Attributes 


really ſpecificative of Human Souls, becauſe 
[I know not demonſtratively which are only fo, 
and which alone relate to what is common to 


all finite Intelligences. And my ſecond Ob. 
ſervation may be of uſe thus; to excuſe me; 


after an Enumeration of all, which ] have yet 


declare that I have reckon'd up all the Ideas 
which may be had of what appertains in con- 
mon with us to all other intellectual Creatures; 
Upon both which Accounts, if theſe Obſer-Jl 
vations arejuſt, all that can be expe&ed from 


we have at preſent from Reflection, relating 
Fi * n 4 33 WY * F "to 
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bo Cgitative Beings; and that amongſt theſe 
me Idea of the inmoſt Nature of their Sub- 
anc: or primary Eſſence is not to be found: 
inſtance in, (beſides thoſe of which I ſce no Rea- 
(bon but that this may be aſſerted,) are what are 
common to our Souls with all other thinking 


duſtry more Ideas of this Nature may not in 
time be had than we are now furniſh'd with, 
Ard that theſe Obſervations are juſt, is evident 
at firſt ſight : For as my knowing which of 
the Ideas I am furniſh'd with from Senſation 
are common to all ſenſible Objects, proceeds 
from my being furniſh'd with Ideas from in- 
finite . of ſuch Objects; ſo without 
theſe Means I cou'd know nothing at all of 
this Matter. I cou'd not know what Ideas are 
equally excited in me by every thing which 
acts upon my Senſes in External Nature: And 
therefore, being utterly deſtitute of theſe 
Means, with relation to Thinking Bemgs, it is 


cative of, and what, were I capable of recei- 
ving Impreſſions from em all, I ſhou d find ex- 
cited in common by all Intelligences. And in- 
aſmuch as my ſecurity that I have Ideas of all 
the primary Attributes of Matter in general, 
which are or can be the Objects of my preſent 
ſenſitive Facultys, is deriv'd from the ſame 
Source, depends upon the fame Means, and is 
only attaurd by my having Ideas from Budvs 


Creatures; or that upon Application and In- 


impoſlible for me to ſay what Ideas are ſpeciſi- 
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Without proceeding to aſſert either that all T 


nume rated. 
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55 in infinite ſpecific Diverſitys; ſo had I not 
Ideas from diverſitys of Bodys, I cou d not be 

ſecure of any thing of this Nature; I coud Wl 

not diſcover from one Individual what 1s cam. 
mon with it to all Bodys; much leſs deter- 
min every thing that is fo - tho' I had made 
never ſo large a Collection of Ideas from that 
ſingle Body which was alone within the reach 

5 of my ſenſitive Facultys: And therefore my 

— this Pupoſe is evident 4 fortiort, 1 
with relation to Cogitative Beings : For here 
I don't only labour under the Difficultys aſ- 
ſign d, but I muſt grant that I have not ſuch 
2 Collection of Ideas from Reflact ion upon what 
paſſes uit hin, as I have from Senſation from 
many ſingle External Objects; theſe Things 
there fore being allow d their due weight; 1 
roceed, in a fe- Words, to make what I aſ- 
ſert in the beginning of this Section unexcep- | 
| * tionably got. . IF 
The eas F. 20. Now, with relation to the Ideas 
fn which I have from Reflection, tis evident in 


- 


10 Think- the firſt place that I can't ſo much as reflect 
ſtances, | g 


which we fore is repreſented to me as ſomething which 
beve from thinks; my conſciouſneſs of its thinking being 
Ree the neceſſary reſult of reflecling upon it: 
thoſewbich Hence I have an Idea of thought; which find- 
inpy fe ing in my own Soul, I apply or attribute to 
all other Beings of the like Nature, as I can 

find no Reaſon to the contrary why I ſhou'd Þ 
not. I find upon reflecting upon my "all that 
| Lo, have 


r 
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I have a power of thinking arbitrariouſly upon 


this or that Object at 1 of beginning 
what Thoughts I pleaſe, and diſmiſling what 


others I have a mind to diſcontinue : Hence I 


have an Idea of Self-aFivity ; and this Self- 
= 24:vity finding in my ſelf, and as it appears 
WT to appertain to all cther Beings of my Clſs, 


I fee no Reaſon why I may not attribute it to 
all Cogitarive Subſtances : I find alſo, by the 
ſame way, and by making the Experiment up- 
on my own Body and others adjacent, that I can 
at pleaſure move my own Body, or any neigh- 
bouring Bodys, or ceaſe to move 'em ; hence I 


am furniſh'd with the Idea of Self- motion; 
and from theſe two laſt Powers confider'd to-- - 


gether, or as the ſame Power differently ap- 
ply'd, Iam furniſh d with the Idea of what J 


W call Free Mill. Which as I find in my ſelf, I 


can ſee no Reaſon why all other Thinking Be- 
ings ſhou'd not be poſſeſs'd of it. From my 
perceiving or being conſcious of the Powers 
already ſpecify d, by turning my Mind in- 
wards upon it ſelf, I have the Idea of what I 
call a Fower of reflecting, or acting upon them- 


W ſelves, in Cogitative Subſtances ; which for 


any thing I can fee, may be aſcrib'd to all 1n- 
telligent Beings, at leaſt of my own and all 


ſuperior Claſſes. And theſe are the principal 


Powers of my ſelf, and which I fee no Reaſon 
why I may not aſcribe to all Thinking Beings, 


which I have from 1 Iis true upon 
booking within my ſelf I find farther that from 


my 
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my Mind furniſh'd with Ideas I am able to 
ſtock my ſelf with infinite diverſitys of Truths; 
which I find I am capable of doing two ways; 
either by diſcovering upon compariſun or aps 
plication the Agreement or Diſagreement of t 
Ideas, which I make uſe of in order to find 
out any determinate Truth immediately, with- 
out calling in a third or more Ideas to my aſ- 
ſiſtance; oriby attaining the ſame End mediates 
ly, by the intervention of a third, or as many 
more Ideas as I have occaſion for : From the 
former way I have an Idea of what I call In- 
tuition, and from the later of Demonſtration ; 
And as I have Intuitive Knowledge but in 
part, ſo I aſcribe it to all other Intellectual Be. 

ings like my ſelf but in part; not know- 
ing but that there may be Intellectual Be. 
ings univerſally poſſeſs d of it: Demonſtratiuę 
Knowledge being not without difficulty, and 
labour, and diligent application acquir' d, Iam 
apt to conclude, that there may be Thinking 
| Beings, who can know all Things without 
being put to this trouble; at leaſt the moſt 
perfect Being, who ſeems neceſſarily to know 
all Things by immediate Intuition. From the 
Methods! make uſe of in diſcovering, in De- 
monſtration, proper intermediate Ideas, and 
the beſt ways of applying em for the attain- 
ment of Truth, I am furniſh'd with the Idea 
of what is ly calld Reaſon ; which 
therefore Ialeribe to all Thinking Beings who 


come by their Knowledge of Things _ the 
F 5 ſame 
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ame manner that I do, But then as I can't 
etermin whether or no all Thinking Beings 
ze inveſted with the Powers laſt ſpecify d, as 
find them in my ſelf; ſo whether they are 
pr not, tis plain that they are but the Power: 
1 hought differently modify d; I mean rea- 
ſoning and perceiving. of Truth by Intuition-ot + 
Demonſtration ; ſo that if the Idea of Thought 
s ot the Idea of the Thinking Subſtance, none 
Pf theſe can, nor thoſe of any other ſpecify- 
cable Moder of Thinking. The three Ideas 
irſt nam' d are what imply all the reſt, 
which':] have from looking inwards : 
a y Powers of my own Mind 5 and due reſpect 
eing had to what I have lad down in the 
Walt Section, they ſeem to be Ideas of what I 
m not only inveſted with my ſelf, but hat 
Jin general belong to my on and all o- 
ber Claſſes Ne ies of Intelligent Crea. 
rures. 
F. 21. And that n none of theſe Ideas which No $i 
have from Reflection are Ideas of the inmoſt parry the | 
Aarures of the Primary Eſſences of Cogitative een or AY 
WSubſtances, a very few Words will demonſtra- mary Ef 
tively manifeſt :- For that the Idea of Thought C, 
is not the Idea of the Thinking Subſtance is a. N 
evident from hence, that the Kea of Thought 
is the Idea of a Power, but a Pœuer ſuppoſes 
Samething inveſted: with it, as neceflarily as 
any Attribute or Accident whatever implys a 
Hub ject ; and in the Caſe before us I am en- 
r 3 Idea of the Eſlence of that 
E x Something 


. . „ | 
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lea of the Subſtance of a 


| pr 2 m . and conſequently if the Idea of Thinking 
- AG eneral is not the Idea of the intrinſic N 4 
Ji - kuxe of the Primary Eſſence of Cogitative' Sub- 
ſtance, the Idea of no Move of it can have 
94 any Pretenſiom in this Caſe. Theſe Things 


uin 


too much upon the Patience of every unpre- 
fer d, I ſhall venture to take it for gya 
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— to which this Power appertains ; i 


now if any. will ſay that the Idea of the Power 
is the Hea of the camels Nature of the Eſſence 


af the Subject 1 in which it inheres; tis appa- 
rently; no more conſonant to Truth, than to 
aſſert that the Idea of the Subſtance: of the 


Magnet is the Idea of Attraction; or that the 
inmoſt Nature of the Subſtance of our Earth, 


and the reſt of the Planets, is fully repreſen- 


ted to us by the Idea of an Elliptical Motion, 
The Ideas of Self-afivity and Self-Morion, or 
Free-will labour under the ſame $ 
with that of Cogitation, and therefore none of 
rm can have a better Title to their being the 
Self-afive,' Self- 
2 , or Free Being than the Idea of 4 
to be the Idea of aCogitative Being 
2 may be ſaid of the Idea of the 
Power of Kette As to the Ideas of Red 


ſening either by Intuition or Demonſtretion, &c, 


they are but Id s of ſeveral Modes of Think- 


are ſo clear in themſelves, that to inlarge in 
Proof or Illuſtration of em were to prefume 


judic'd Reader: So that from what I jo 


mw that the _— — or * 


5 a . e e <6 _ Bend oad eee 


A 
_ 11 «+ a. 1 1 
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s are not to be found in, or 
under the firſ# Claſs'of the Objects of Human. 
Knowledge ; that is; that we have not Sim 
Heas of the Priniary Eſſences of either ; 
ter or Thinking Subſtances: ut that afren 2 
full Examination of what Simple Ideas ate 
neceſlary to be conſiderd, thoſe of Subſfances 
are not to be met with ; but muſt be granted, 


after our moſt diligent Reſearches under this 


Head into theſe Matters, to be hidden from 


us in the m—_— and moſt Ade Ns Ob- 


ſcurit . A 
F. 22. Pefore l come to ſhew that we have Extenſion 
edge of the intrinſic Naturen of 7. oo 
Subſtances under either of the two remaining ES of 
ſpecifyd C Claſſes of the Objects of Human iert 


it dhe Knowl 


Knowledge; [11677 may not be amiſs to add a ne Y 


Argument or two in particular here, in oppo. 
ſition to what the Cortefiens contend for un- 
der this Head, to what I have already offer d. 
They ſay that Extenſion is the Eſſence of Mats 


ter, whence it follows that the Idea of Ex. 


tenſion is the Iden of the Eſſence of Hartes; 
— they 


hought are, according to them, the Idear 


of the Primary Eflences of Material and C. 
Hd Subſtances. ' Now, beſides that what 
already offer'd; is ſufficient to evince the 


cord to theſe he ſes, even to Demon- 
2 . — — J argue thus: If 
Ertenſon is che * of Matter ü then, (in- 


* aſmuch 


ſay that Thought is the Eſſence of 
Spirit ; ſo that the Ideas of Extenſion and 


—— —————— 
— 
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aſmuch as all Attribites flow from the Eſſence 
of the Swhjett they inhere in, as I ſhall demon- 
ſtrate at large in its proper place) all the Pri- 
mary Attributes of Matter flow from Exten- 
ſion its Primary Eſſence; but this is infinitely 
falſe; and conſequently ſo is the Carteſian Hy- 
potheſis: I inſtance in Gravitation, which is 
one of the Primary Attributes of Matter, but 
does not flow from Extenſſon, therefore all the 
Primary Attributes of Matter flow not from 
its ſuppos d Eence, Extenſum'; and conſequent- 
ly Erxtenſion is not its true Eſſence : And that 
Gravitation does not flow from Extenſion it will 
....... not be difficult to prove: For if Gravitation 
loves neceſſarily from Extenſion, then all Sy- 
ſtems of Matter of equal Extent muſt equally 
Gravuitate; and a Cubical Inch of Gold or 
Mercury muſt be no heavier than one of con- 
non Air, or that of Matter which is, left by 
the Mercury at the top of the Barometer: But 
Ivy ſo is the Curtęſian Hypotheſis. That this 
, Concluſion is good, uponSuppoſition.that Gra- 
'-  - witation flows from Extenſion as the Eſſence of 
_ - Matter, I need not ſtand to Pert : For ĩt is 
ſelf. evident, that one Cubical Inch of Exten- 
Fon is equal to another ; and if Extenſwn 1s 
the Eſence of Matter, all the Primary Actri- 
butes muſt flow equally from one Cubical Inch 
ol its Eſſence as from another: And ſo, upon 
SBuppoſition that Matter has for its Primar 
Eff-nce Extenſion, a Cubic Inch of Lead u nf 

S | 7 5 | 


force of this Ar 
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Matter which remains in the exhauſted Re- 


| ceiver. I know no anſwer/ of any tolerable, 


Validity by which any Corteſion oa evade the 


ppoſe i It, an 3 
rent or intrinſic Attribute of Matter; but either, 
according to the beſt Modern Philoſophers, 
the effect of the 


entation 5 w har they are} 
moſt likely to object Hong only this; chat 
| Gravitation is not what I 5 


Operation of God Almighty, - | 
upon it, by which all the Parts of it are caus d 
to tend reciprocally one towards another: Og; 


de no heavier than one of that PORN fine; 


the reſult of the Action of one part of Mattet 


upon another; For inſtance, in our 
the reſult of the Action, or extraneous. i 


pulſe of what they call the Cæleſtial Matten 3 


which being whirl'd about in a Vortex the, 
lame way, as the Earth turns upon its 


and in a prodigioully violent cixcular Motion, 


endeavours: to recede from the Axis of that 
Motion, and thereby drives Bodys leſs agita- 


ted than it ſelf down to the Eurtb, according 


to themſelves. But then if we grant the for- 

mer, it will no way remove the difficulty, *- 
ledg d. For whether Girauity is couceivd to. 
flow from the Eſſence of Matter, or whether 


Gravitation is ſuppos d the conſtant effect of 


the immediate Gpperation of God Almi ghty 


upon Matter; as it is demonſtrated 5 — the 


greateſt Marbemarical Philoſophers of our 6 
chat all Matter Gravitates, conſequentiy if 
ae. is the W * Matte 

E z 


where Exten 
all Matter 3ravitating, all equal q 


'Eaws of Mhrium and Mechanics, both as it is 


- neral; and in particular as it is us' d to ac- 


—— — > — —— — 2 


this H 
hi tion o rhe Planets towards the Sun, are found 


1 * a of the Gravitation of 'Bodys upon 
Eiurtb, it is intirely conttalliftory to all the 


which it has, or can be conceiv'd to Vas 
thing of Geometry 


is, Matter 8 aber, _ 


Extenſion, or all Matter of equal Extent muſt 
—_  Gravitate, And as to the later Eva- 

tion, by! 2a Mechanical Account of Gravitation, 
kis intirely precarious; inconſiſtent with the 


ey 


apply'd to the Solution of Gravitation in ge- 


count for the deſcent of Bodys upon our Earth. 
In general the Carteſian Vortlres which, upon 


potheſis, ought to ſolve the Fet ravita- 


abſdlutely inconſiſtent with the Periodical 
Fimtes of the Revolutions of all the Planers in 


our Syſtem ; befides that they can never ac- 
count rationally for either the preſent Species - 
of the Orbits of the Planet, or their Graui- 
talmm each upon other; as, wou'd it not en- 
age me in too large a Digreſſion, might eaſi- 

be ſhewn : And as to their particular Solu- 
our 


65 


known Laws of Motion. and "Mechanies, to 


any relation, Every one who knows any 
and Mechanics can prove 
this for himſelf: One Inſtance wherein it evi- 
dently and palpably contradicts em, ſhall ſuf- 
Ie here, inſtead of ma! more which might be 
W were there occaſion... Now if the Gra- 

ation of the Body about on; 


* 


ith Deiſm 


the _— of Ethereal Matter nfaremuinn. - 
of MW to recede from the Aris of the Motion of ous 
ft MI Z2rth, then the diredlion of theſe Bodys in 
a: Wl Gravitation muſt be according to the Impulſe, 
n, of this Matter; and the direction of its im- 
he I pulſe contrary — the Hiredtion of its Centrifugal 
is i force in the lame: Line: But the direction of 
e- the centriſugal force of any ſingle Body moving 
0 in a Circle is in a Ling found i in the Plane cis 
b. that Circle continud ; and the Motion of all 
n Bodys about our Earth. being i in Circles paral- 
2 lel to the Æguator, the direction of the cens * 
nd ug force of each, and all Matter parta- 


ES 
Plane continu d; gn con = m-a Line 
inclin'd to the perpendic ar 5 the Angle of 
the Inclination of b Line to a perpendiculat 
to the Horizontal Plane, bein ng equal to the 
latitude of the place where the Hody falls 
Wbereas as this is apparently falſe, thei Gr. 
| tefian Solution of ther Gravitation of 
upon our Earth falls to the Ground! And it 
remains that either Gravitatian is an: inheredt 

Attribute of Matter as ſuch ; or tlie conſtast 
effect of the Operation of God Almighty up- 
on all and every part of Matter inlthe Uni- 
me, dy which — tend: reche 
iini I procallf 


Wund of its » circular er muſt bein Eines P = 


, nor . tive Beings, beſides what has been offer'd al- 
2 


EY whe Twas eher of which 
 Hpporbeſes being — what I contend for 
is unexceptionably g 2 Contra - 
dictions of this of can of Gravitationto the | 
r with the prefers en the beg 
with't ent Laws E OC 
of Deſcents, &c. I ſhall' not ſtand to — 
I have in one Inſtance prov'd what I wanted; 
and therefore to heap up more than are dick 
ly: ſufficient, were to digreſs. - 
. 2 For ex what they advance: in ma- 


Bag Thought the Primary Eſſence of one 


2 


ready, which une xceptiona oy rw the 
— 7 poſſibility of that Notion, I ſhall farther of- 

3. fer an Argument or two equally demonſtrative 

of the ſame Truth: As Firſt, — n this 

Suppoſition the Eſſence may be chang d whilſt 

en Thing, whoſe Eſſence it is, continues the 

„ —_ A is, the Eſſence being what makes 


g what it is, the Thing it ſelf may 
e at the ſame time, and in the 
tame when, and in which, it is not 
chang 5 — 5 or (with relation to Mutation of, or 
continuance in its prior State) it may be, and 
not be, at the ſame time, and in the ſame re- 
ſpe: Which we know is the firſt, and t) 
which all other Contradictions may be reduced. 
Now that the Aſſertion that Thought is the 
Eſſence of all or any Intelligent Beings is at- 
tended either with this, or a. &-Conſe- 
| quence, ſhall make it appear in lions 
paſs : Fox either by 2 is meant cu 
ie id 4 __— 
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binking, — — ei the 
Word is no more than purely an ahftratt 
Term 11 binks: 
eng, then the E/ence of every Cogitative Sub- 
+ Wl fiance is made to conſiſt in actual Thinking; 
1 which Hypotheſis, - (beſides that it cant , 
ſupported without the Suppoſition that Cygi- 
zative Beings do always neceſſarily aFuglly 
Think, which as: plainly contradicts, Expe- 
rience as any thing can do) labours-uhder the 
goſſeſt Abſurditys: For if the Eſſence of Cu- 
grout Beings conſiſts in actual Thinking, con. 
uently. difference of Thinking: changes the 
55 of a Cogitarive Being; every new 
Thought changes 3 ence of the Thing 
Thin Thinking ; which nevertheleſs neceſſarily con- 
ſame individual Thinking Being, af- | 
ter thouſand of ſucceſſive Thoughts in infinite. 
Diverſitys ; that is, continues to have the ſame _ 
Efence, which makes it the ſame Thinking 
2 5 And conſequently upon Suppoſition 
inking is the Efſence of: Cogitative Be- 
ings; (that is, Qual Thinking ;). they may be, 
and not be at the ſame time, and in the ſame 
reſpect; which to-aſſert being abſurd 3 tis 
{o alſo: to place the Zfence of- Trtelligent Be- 
ings in aual T binking. I ſuppoſe, I need nat 
5e rope: thir all particular Thoughts 
Cogitative Being are not the ſame, — 56 
at: 1 K gitatiue TED e 
it though ng 0 ere; hings ; | 
did zu molt evident Ten bing — 


T 


nn 


— — ö — — m 


" F 2 : 
* - 
8 
# . * 
” 


men 
15 — the Thoughts t 


Have offer d — 


Bet that ĩt muſt be g 


Objects; 


C itative Being, and then is this 


-own Nature, nor whilft the Thi 


is meant 4 Poser of Thinkdag; chen the E, 


al 

ſiſt in the Power of Thi „ "the impoſſiiliy 0! 
10f which Þ fare” — monſtrated-in the is 
Twenty Firſt Section. And if, in the lan 

by 7 Wen en dhe e 4. 1 

1 


— 
leſs taken for granted,” | and allowing what | 
4 the impollibility 
1 pr arRs. d be the Eſſence of any 

erp wes is ecefragably — 
; Secondly, That 
— — Being whatever has its bought: 
ually intenſe or remils ; 1 
hee nk o very remit that we are ſcarce con- 
poor whether we rhink or no, and ſometimes] 
that our Minds are intirely 


are 
"ihe leaſt regard — | 
Ixt- theſss two Extremes there Wi 
are infinite degrees of Intenſions and Remiſſion 
of Thoughts ; which ſucceeding one another, 
are, with welttion: to: Bmenſion or Remiſſion 
almoſt in a momentary Fluctuation: Now ler 
Actual Thinking be conceiv'd the Efſence of x 


from givin 


of infinite Intenſions and Remiſ/ions, Sit, 
which: no Eſſence can be ſuppos d th be in its 


ſence it is continues individually and eſſemial 
1y the ſame with it ſelf, — involving 4 
,ontradidion,If in the next place, by: Thought 


8 


Jence of every Cogitatiug' Being is made. to con- 


n — the 1 


5 then the Bffencs of every 
ative * is made to conſilt in an 40 2. 
72 if in anything at all: For by the Word 
rbt abſtractly conſider d, nothing Real or 

Hubſtantial ĩs meant; it being but a bare Term 
invented to mn : 
vberein it confiders Thinking in an -unde- 
termin'd manner, excluſive of this, or" that, 
or any other determinate 'Thoughr whatever ; 
and there is nothing Neal in Nature anfwering 
otheſe and the like abſtract Conceptions; they 
Wbcing mere abſtraQions of the Mind, anrig 74. 
mi? as much asquidditye, and quod#icys, and 
quodiibetitys are: And we may as Alert 

„ Aeg ad Sate e 
Ellipſei are Terms ex. 
— get y Exifters different 
on: "all particular 7 po and Circles, H. 
lipſes and Cycloids ; as that Thought in gene- 
ral is ſo, when we make that Word to fignify 
an AbſfiraHion'of the Mind} wherein' it con- 
liders T in general, iu contradiſti nction 
eee Sug Bi end all determinate | 
ua eee 

24. Feome now to o ſhow brief; chav the No c. 
. ideas of the Subftences or Eſſences of Things 
are not to be met with under the ſerond 
of the Objects of Human Knowledge : Pha 
is, that we have not 


* 
—] 
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S 


— 


mary W. ” 
ſences of 


ea: of the in. 2 4 


woſt Natures of the Piber Pftenes ef M. tive Sub- 
terial and Cotirative Subſtanctes: And this Will favces,- 
de made unexceptionadly evident” in 4 fe, 
Words. For we have e mg 
| t 
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what are form'd out of more or leſs 8 
and are — of being reſolv d intothe l 
again: Of ev particular External Nie 0 
' we have a Complex Idea, whether it be thil 
work of Art, or the product of N. ö 
Animals and Vegetables, Metals and Ni 
rals, every thing that is the product of ou 
Earth, and what we view in the Heaven 
ae Inſtances — the — 11 and to whatevel 
urpoſes y'd Nature, every 
hn bo -contriv'd for the Benefic and- Aden 
tange, the Satiefeaion and Delight, nay, and 
for the Deſtruction of Life, is àn Inſtanee of 
the ſotmer: · And we are capable of forming 
infinitely; more Complex . Ideas than we have 
yet. - But then we neither have; vor can have 
any Ideas of this kind at all, which are not 
com of, and reſolvible i into a determi- 
nate number of. Simple Ideas: Neither cu 
we ask any one what ſuch. or ſuch a 'Thin 
the, Object of a Complex Ideas. is, but im- 
25 he reckons up all the Simples which 
make up the Complex Idea he has conceiv d of 
it: That is, he deſcribes it, and therein give 
Ree” us the beſt Notion: he has of it 3 by 92 
wth 1/4) e Simple Ideas as he has from it, and 
. are perhaps all of em had 2 
(tho all o- exiſting in the ſame Subject, ma 
to be met with in nothing elſe,) in — 
er other Objects; and aſſerting that all 
theſe are; or Lacher hat the Object of all theſe 
* Ideas are united together in the Thi 
we enquire after 3) he: gives us 0 
zelle 


A r rr r rere 


— 


1 


| be the 1 mgre 1ent- Si ues, 
W what is the determinate. Complex, Tea, which 
be hasconceiv'd of the Subject of our Eaqui- 
. And if all our Complex an are form d 
cut of determinate Collections of Simples, and 
. i Al eile im the ſame; then we can have no 
.  WConplex Idea of any Thing of which we have 
not a determinate Colleion of Simples -- But 
W of the inmoſt Natures, of the Subſtances of 
WW Material and Cogitative Beings, we have nei- 
her a determinate Collection, nor any one 
imple Idea at all; therefore we cant 
pollibly. have any, Complex Ideas, of them; 
which Was the 11 to-be proy d: i, 
the very Eſſence: of a Complex Idea, if I may 
. to uſe this Expreſſion, conſiſts in 
its being Terrine Combination of a Set of 
: | Sinples ; and Sims e of CE Na- 
tures, Man 


— 


EE he Shed of e Simpl 
Ideas, 1 ich in Combination make up the 


the Complex. Idea which we. have from it 
[that is, 5 is ſomething which, i is eee ol | 
What we have the Complax Idza' of As cer- 
mainly therefore as the Thing —.— 
the Thing ſu WY; _ 7 2 
it ity 1 Eſſence 7 

the $4 of — —_ Com, 


tha hed, are ire 1 


2 Tbe "7 Pra f * 
holding- univerſally certain it is hae we 
ther of the inroſt Sade 
ces — b Batnes of one who ha 
never ſeen an Oranges, akva Spaniard whit 
nan Orange is; to gide him a Notion of it he 
delivers all che Simple Ideas he has from itz 
that it is a Fruit, of u yellow or -reddith ov 
lour, of a globular Figure, and ordinarily off 
ſuch a bulk, cover d with a thick ſxin or rind 
which is of a hot or bitter taſte, which in- 
cloſes a pu —— Subſtance, impregnated with 
a Juice of ſuch a determinate flavour and taſti 
and ſo he proceeds to enumerate more Simpl 
Ideas: which it has furniſh'd him with, ani 
which he finds co- exiſting in the ſame Subjet 
according to the Remarks or Experiments he 
has made upon it; and aſter an numeratio 
of all, what he has thus deſcrib'd;- or givenu 
His Comipleiz Ides of, he calls an Orange. And 
after this manner, upon Examination, we ſhall 
find all Mankind proceed in all Cafes wha 
ever wherein the 00 eas of Complex. Ide 
ure ate bone ind. Now all the Objects of f. 
Simple Ideas which We have from an Orang 
—— a ſupport 5. as When we ſay that it 
3 
that is, a 
3 
ag 0 it teparately, they muſt do 
fame when put t ther. That is, the Sim 
= 3 uppoſing ſomething the ſup 
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of their Objects; the lat 
which is the Simple Ideas oonjoynt, mult ſup» 
, the of its Object alſo-; 
it ſomething is the Subſtance ; ſo that if the 
ance and de it ſupports is not the ſame, 
ur Complex Idea of -what-15": ſu 4 by the 
Suhſ.once can no more be the Idea of the Sub, 
ly ande it ſelf, than our Idea of any Attribute 
Gor Accident whatever is the Idea of the Sub- 
u. bance of the Subject in which it inheres. Thus 
inis it demonſtrated, that under the {cond Head 
of the Ob of Human Knowledge, we have 
not the J — a Eſſences or Sub- 
ſtances of th ut all 
the vaſt Varietys af Complex Ideas. we are 
ſtock d with, the Ideas of the primary Eſſen- 
jon ces of things are our of our Reach z and muſt 
be acknowledg'd, for any thing we have hi- 
Ani therto found to the y 1 1 40 4 
eit and moſt ee 67 5 
3 g 3 * ef 
25. The on is nor in he * 
place, whether we know any thing of the in- 4, 
molt Natures of the Subſtunces or Eſſences —— 
material and copitative under the laſt ff 717 
of the three: Claſſes, to which L have reduc'd hic, 
all the Obj jects of human Knowledge ? And I of rhe 0b- 
anſwer in — that we do not. We F#* of in- 
ave indeed under this head, the Knowledge 124g 
of their Exiflence, which we deduce demon- 
ſtratively from our Idaal Knowledge of their 
redive Attributes and A” 
an 
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Wis chi 3 from incon 


pris d under theſe two Branches, I know no- 
ting farther of an Moment in the eſem 


-firſt Sinks, help us not at all to the Diſcover 


to prove here, is, thiat under the two firſt ſpe 


head, we are not at all let itito tlie inmoſt Na. 
tiures of matter and thinking Subſtances ; alt 
this is eaſily prov d: For in the former, a8 it 
evidently how not follow, that becauſt I k 


can inferr, that becauſe I know: 
Andi in che later, being 


Knowledge * 
monſtrate the Eſſential Difference of Materia 


. en puch. 45 


„; 2nd 
iſtent Ann. 
butes, Powers, Oc. that their reſpective pri. 
Eſſences, are of intirely different and in. 
compatible Natures; as I ſhall have oc caſion ui 
make it appear unexception ahly in the Sequel 
of this Diſcourſe. And beſides what is com- 


Cafe, relating to Phyſical matters, which uf 


the Object of Demonftrative Knowledge undei i d 
—— From! indeed, we can inferr Nu 


, and from created Nature, 4 Creatos, 
Sonia 4 for ever; but as iheſe things at 


of the inmoſt Natures of the Subſtances of 

3, accordingly I do but juſt name en 
here, as they will be of no Subſervirnoy at all 
to my pre ſent Purpoſea What Lam therefore 


cifyd Branches of Know led ge under th 


a thing, is therefore I know what it is 3 neithet 
Aden exiſt 
therefore Lam acquainted with the inmo#t Ns 
turet of the Subſtantes''or Efſences of thing 
not beholden to avy 
ences in order to de- 


and 


5 


Modern Deiſm Con futed. 
and Copitative Subſtances ; it does not. follow 
that becauſe we canſhew a neceſſary Diſtinction 
betwixt em, therefore we know or are ac- 
quainted with their Itrinſ/c Natures 5 un- 


to leſs it be good arguing to ſay that we can 
ei determin their Eſſential Difference, without 


knowing the inmoſt Nature of their Eſences, 


Jof their Eſences, is either the Foundation, or 
the neceſſary Conſequence of our being able to 
determin their Eſſential Difference ; that is, 


directly contrary to what the Premiſſes inferr. 
I need not proceed to prove, that what I have 
ſpecify d, is as much as we can know relatin 

to the Intrinſic Eſſences of things under this 
Head. Some aſſert, that we have no proper 
Knowledge under this Head at all; with them 
therefore even what I contetid for, will be too 


have clearly demonſtrated: And others deny 


that we can poſſibly demonſtrate the Incompa- 
tibility of the 


tures of thoſe Eſſences whoſe Incompatibility we 


to be admitted, unleſs what I ſhall offer in the 
Sequel change their Sentiments; and as to 


therefore the Knowledge of the inmoſt Nature 


unleſs it be good arguing to draw a Concluſion 5 


much to be granted, unleſs they can be pre- 
vaibd with to acknowledge fot Truth what! 


primary Eſſences of Material 
and Cogitative Subſtances, without an ante- 
cedent Aequaintance with the Intrinſic Na- 


would demonſtrate: With them therefore the 
ſecond particular Branch of Knowledge, which 
[ lay down under this Head, will be too much 


5 
| hs 


Mlodern Deiſm Cotfud. 
W-1n//tent Propertys. So that after an impartial 
xamination into the matter, it muſt be gran 
ed, that we are utterly in the Dark with Re- - 
ation to the inmaſt Natures of the primary E- 
ences of things; and we may lafely aſſert, 
it they are intirely out of the Reach of our 
reſent very narrow Facultys, and hid, with ©. 
Reſpe& tous in this World, in the deepeſt and 
of impenetrable Obſcurity. Hence tis evi- 
Went, that of the two ways ſpecify'd in the feſt 
&-#i0n, by one or other of which all intelli- 
Wnt Creatures muſt come by the Knowledge 
f things, we can only make pſe of the late 
n our Enquirys into Nature; and having ne 
ntecedent Acquaintance with their Eſſences, 
aſt build all that we can attain to in Phi- 
oſophical Matters upon the known Phy/ical - 
tributes , and Powers and Propertys of 
kings. Bur this, in ſont meaſure, Ef the 
8 3 „„ 
F. 27. 2. Icome now to prove, in the ſe- 2. 


ond place, that the Suppeſition of our Know- The ſecond © 
Age of the inmoſt Natures of the. Eſſences of Pr — * | 
things, is attended with fuch neceſſary 715 — N 
puences, as Human Nature in its preſent Cir- me , 
mſtances can by no means pretend t6 without „, Hr. 
be vaine ſt Arrogancy; and the moft direct Con- ces of 
radifvon to matter of Fat: And ſuch as eben things is 


1 


5 5 N 4 | 4, > 
boſe Men who proceed Py the Suppoſition of projer'i ts 


heir Knowledge of theſe things, have never be n. 


pretended to in their greateft, or in any conſi- WW 
lerable Extent ; nor come off with any Succeſ? 
bn 5 i eben 


4 
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gets they inbere in. And of the ſever 8] kinds of Atributes which propeth 


even mithin the narrow Diſtrict in which th 

have pretended ts em. This Propoſition ma 
good, will be as unexceptionable a Demon. 
ſtration of our 1ntire Ignorance of theſe mat. 
ters as the former, which I ſhall therefore en- 
 deavaur to eſtabliſh in a ſtrictly demonſtra- 
tive Method ; and in as ſhort a Compaſs as the 
propoſing what Ihave to ſay upon it in its full 
Strength and Cogency wall conſiſt with, [ 
need not remark, that under this Head, it 


ed with their primary Eſſences, ſo we know x 
tle determinately of the particular ſpecije 
of ” TIM © (Tha $55. 
Eſſence of any thing whatever: For Inſtance 
In Bodys, as we are totally in the Dark as to 


are utterly unacquainted with the particular 


Connection, Configuration, and Inteſtin Mo- 


tion or Reſt, & c. of its infinitely ſmall Pam 

conſtituent, which make any particular Body 

rather of this Species than that; and give it 

Relation rather to this particular Claſs of Bo. 

dys than another. This I -promis'd to make 

good under this ſecond Diviſion of my fr 

general Head; which accordingly, I ſhall en. 

daeavour to eſtabliſh in its proper place, beyond 
ie, tf. 58 

of the De- F. 28. Now I ſuppoſe it will be granted 


pendence ine, that every proper inherent Attribute, jlowi 


| a — neceſſarily from the Eſſence of its reſpectiu 


tbe Eſſences Subjeck ; 
the Sub- | 


belong to, or inbere in Subſtances, 
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Will appear, that as we are utterly unacquaint- 


the Nature of their primary Subſtances, ſo pe 
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Subject ; or that the Eſſence being ſuppos A, tlie 


Attributes relating to that Eſſencè are lupe 
nat- and vice | verſd. Or if I can't have At as 4 K.. 
en. iulatum; from the very Relation in which 

EFence and Attribute ſtand to each other, it 
may eaſily be demonſtrated, For a proper ing 
berent Attribute of a thing is what neceſſarily 
| belongs to it as it is, and inberes in it as long 
as it continues ſuch a thing; thus Extenſion 
and Solidity , inherent Attributes. of matter, 
can't be remov'd unleſs the Subject tlie) in. 
here in is deſtroy'd: But what makes either, 


matter or any thing elſe what it is, is its 72 
ſence ; therefore the inherent Attributes of a- 
ay Subje& depend for their firſt Being, and. 
the Continuation of their Exiſtznce, upon its 
Eſſence : And the Eſſence being both in Con- 
tion, and Order prior to the Attribute; and 
alſo neceſſarily. making any thing what it is ; 
it is prior to the Attribute in neceſſary Cauſa- 
ow that is, from ſuch an Eſſence ſuch an, 
inherent Attribute , or Attributes neceſſarily 
flow : Or, the Eſſence of ſuch a Subject being 
luppos'd the inherent Attributes of that Sub- 
ject are ſuppos d; and vice verſd. The Eſſence 
makes a thing what it is ; the Attribute is ne- 
ceſſarily inherent in the ſame thing whilſt it 
continues what it 1s ; but the Cauſe of a thing 
is the Cauſe of its neceſſary Appurtenances ; 
or from whatever Power the thing it ſelf 
flows, from the ſame. whatever nec: ſari ap- 
pertains to it proceeds likewiſe ; Therefore the 
. F 3 Nature 
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170 The fit Principles off. 
l . Naturg of a Subject neceſſarily flowing from 
| and depending upon its Eſſence, the Attribute 
| of that Subject muſt do the ſame. Thus all 
the inherent Attributes or Den of a plain 
[ Triangle, continne neceſſarily to long to it 
mu long as it continues what it is, or as long as 
it continues Extenſion limited in ſuch a deter- 
minate manner, or to have the Eſſence of a 
plain Triangle; and you can't take away any 
one of its inherent Propertys, as its having its 
three Angles equal to 180 Degrees, but it 

; ceaſes to be a plain Triangle, and its being Ex- 
tenſion in ſuch a determinate Limitation, that 

is, its Eſſence is deſtroy'd: Whereas its ha. 
uing the Attribute or Property aſſign d, pro- 
ceeds neceſſarily from its being Extenſion un- 

der ſuch a determinate Limitation ; that is, 
from its Eſence And in like manner, all 
: probe: inherent Attributes flow with the ſame 
Neceſſity from the Eſſences of their reſpeQive 
Subjects. Now as I have obſerv'd already, 
there are two ſorts of Eſſences of things ; pri- 
mary and ſpecific. The primary Eſſence of 
matter, is the ſame with its gr ny Subſtance, 
which is common and the ſame in all the 
ſeveral Species of Bodys in the viſible Uni- 
verſe : And the ſpecific Eſſence, 1s that which 
determines any particular Portion or Syſtem of 
matter to belong rather to this Claſs of Bodys 
than another; and is the ſole Foundation of 
the amazing Diverſity of things to be met with 

in External Nature; and *tis gl ooh 
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Modern Deiſm Confuted. A - 
bable, that this Diſtinction of Efſences; holde 
in the Intellectual as well as in the Material 
Creation. And as each Body has its two E 
ſences, primary and ſpecific, fo. has it two' 
forts of Attributes or Propertys ; ſome which : 
are common to it ſelf with all Bodys in ge- 9 
neral, as its Extenſion, Solidity, Diviſibilie: 
ty and the like; which we therefore call its | 
WW 1rimary Propertys ; and ſome from which it 
Is diſtinguiſh'd to be of this or that kind of 
matter, which are therefore call'd ſpecific. And 
probably the ſame Diviſion of Artribwtes may 
hold in Intellectual as well as in Material Sub- 
flances. And beſides theſe two ſorts, no Sub- 
ſtances of either kind can have any other pro- 
per Attributes: For as the primary Attributes 
ot either flow from their reſpective primar 
Eſſences, and whatever Attribute flows from 
the primary Eſſence of either is a primary At- 
tribute; and as, by what I have now offer'd 
apply" to ſpecific Attributes, the ſpecific At- 
tributes of both muſt flow from their reſpe- 
ive ſpecific Eſſences ; and whatever Attribute 
flows from the ſpecific Eſſence of either, muſt 
be a ſpeciſe Attribute: 80 what flows from 
neither, can't be a proper Attribute at all; 
as it does * upon the Efſence or E 
ſences, ” which a thing is either primarily or 
| ſpecifically made what it. is, and therefore is 
not included in that thing's being what it is: 
But as the thing is wholly it ſelf, and has its 
whole proper Nature tho' concetv'd without it, 
BE 7 con- 


N 


7² fr The fo Principles of, 
cConſequently it can't poſſibly ſtrictly and pro. 
erly belong to, or inhere in it. Theſe Thing 
being admitted; I proceed to endeavour to 
eſtabliſn what I propoſe to bring to ſtrict de. 
monſtration in the Second particular Subdivi- i 
ion of my Firſt General Head,  _ 
2 2 F. 29. And here if all proper Attribute 
| ſequemes flow neceſſarily from the Eſſences of Thing, 

F ow and we are acquainted with the inmoſt Nz- 
_—_—_ y tures of thoſe Eſſences, then we muſt know 
Nawes of alſo how their reſpective Actributes flow from 
dene em: For having full Knowledge of a Thing 


A ro we muſt know every Thing that neceſſarily 


ing Sub- appertains to, or reſults from that Thing, 
flences And if we know how the Attributes of Ma. 
rerial and Cogitative Subſtances flow. from their 
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conſider 


aud . of Things; all the Grounds 
and Reaſons of the infinite beautiful Phene- 
nema in the whole both Material and Invifble 
Creation: And thoſe whether the immediate 
reſult of the Eſſences of Things conſider d by 
themſelves; or whether mediately reſulting 
from em as conſider d in Combination or Com- 
poſit ion. Tnat is, we muſt be intirely ac; 


qui med with the 
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ſee all Things as they are; and we muſt ſee. 


alſo how they come to be ſo. We muſt know 


nothing indiretily or thro à Glaſs darkly,” but 


all Things direłily, and à priori, and face to 
face. That is upon Application and Induſtry 


we muſt be capable of theſe Acquirements: 
And upon no other Application than to the 
a FA Eſſences, and thence reſulting Powers, 
and Propertys, and Attributes of Things. Nay, 
we muſt not only be capable of acquainting 
our ſelves with the Natures, and Grounds, and 
Reaſons of all Things a&ral; but even of 


knowing all. Things palſible in preſent Na. 


ture. Which is ſuch an amazing Field of 
Knowledge, as indeed we might wiſh for, but 
muſt perhaps never hope to attain: What none 

have yet pretended: to ; or if any have in any 
meaſure, they have demonſtrated the vanity 


of their extravagant Pretenſions by the ill Suc- 
(ceſs of their Attempts. That theſe would be 


the Conſequences of our Knowledge of the in- 
moſt Natures of the Eſſences of Things, we ſee 
irn from what is laid down in this and the 

oregoing Section: And it is evident alſo 4 pa- 


i from the Conſequences which attend our 
| Knowledge of the Eſſences of Mathematical 


continu'd quantitys.. To omit. 2 Line, the E 
ſence of Mathematical Figures in general con- 
liſts in nothing elſe but limitæd or terminated 
ee the ee Of ESE 
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E 
* n 


Tue ſir Principles f 
lar known Species of Fignres conſiſts in Ex- 
tenſſon limited after a determinate known man. 
ner. This is evident in all pure Geometry 
whether plain or ſolid : For in plain Geome- 
try nothing more is requir'd to make a plain 
| jo what it is but Extenſion ſo, or ſo limits 

ea, and a Fi in ſolid Geometry is but 2 
Heterminate limitation of Extenſion confider'd 
in length, breadth and deptb. Nay, when 
either plain or ſolid Geometry are 1 and 
become mix d, this no way varys the Na. 
tures of the Eſſences of r continud 
Quantitys ; for whatever we apply em to is 
not the Object of Geometry as 15 fuch à Sub. 
fance, but as it is of ſuch an Extenſion under 
ſuch and ſuch limitationt. The Eſſence of a 
Circle conſiſts in continu'd Quantity or Exten- 
fion ſo terminated, as that within the Figure 
there is a Point to be found, calFd the Cen, 
from whence Lines drawn to every Point of 
the Line terminating the Figure, call'd the 
Circumference, are equal oneto another. Which 
Circle if we ſuppoſe to ſlide along a fix d Axis, 
and to keep during its motion parallel, to. it 
ſelf, with the Axis paſſing thro' its Centre, 
and always keeping perpendicular to its Plane; 
it will in moving dan ang this Axis gene- 
rate what we call 2 right Cylinder : Which 13 
therefore Extenfion 10 determinated as that at 
both ends are to be found equal Circles, aud 
that the intermediate curve Surface is made up 

of infinite Circrmferences of the firſt generz- 

— . ting 


* 


Ius Cirele; from any Point of any of which = 


try" Ihe motion of the generating Circle was di- 
me- rected, are equal one to another; and to a 
lain Line let fall from any Point in the Circumfe- 
nit · WM/-rence to the Centre in the fenor ating Creole. 
ut if we had ſuppos d this Circle cut by a Diame- 


er, and made that Diameter an Axis, on 
which the Circle ſhou'd revolve, it wou'd have 
generated a Sphere, which from the Nature of 
he Circle generating is Extenſion ſo terminated, 


as that Lines drawn from any or all the Points — 
to is in its Surface to the Centre of the generating _ 
Sub. N Circle ſhall be equal one to another. Ineed 
nder Ngive no more Inſtances of our Knowledge of 

of a che Eſences of Mathematical Figures: For as 

cten- the Eſſences of theſe eu conſiſt in their 

ge being Extenſian limited in a determinate amm 

ure, namer, ſo do thoſe of all others: As weſhall 

nt of Wind if we run on in inſinitiun through all the 

| the {known Species - Nay, and if we add infinite 

'bich new Species more to what, the greateſt Maſters 

Axis, Win Geometry have hitherto conſider d. Now the 

to it N Conſequences attending our Acquaintance with 

re, che Eſences of all manner of Mathemacal con- 

lane; Ni d Quantitys, are no leſs than theſe follow - 

gene- ing: Knowing the Eſſence of a plain Triangle, 

ch is for Inſtance, we can demonſtrate infinite num- 

1at at bers of Propertys appertaining to that Figure : 

aud As that its three Angles are equal to tuo right 

de up Ager; that any External Angle of a Triangle 

nera- 
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the greateſt Angle is ſubtended by the greateſ 
ide, and vice war 4 Theſe and the Fra of 
Triangles in general. And there desde : 
Species of Triangles, according to the Nature 
of either their Angles or Sides; every one 
Kind abounds with its reſpective Property 
which, knowing their Eſſences, we are capa« 
ble of demonſtrating : As in an Iſoſceles, 
that the Angles which equal Sides ſubtend are 
equal; in an 1 at all the three au 
ſo; and, in both Caſes, vice verſd. In 7 
right Angt'd Triangle that the Square of the 
Side ſubtending the right Angle, is equal to 
the Squares of the two other Sides taken to- 
gether : And ſo on in infinitum. And as we 
can thus demonſtrate innumerablePropertys of 
Triangles ſeparately conſider d; ſo if we com- 
bine em with other Figures, whoſe Eſſences 
are equally known, our Field is infinitely in. 
larg'd for Geomertiel Diſcoverys. By Triangle 
combined with Circles, we are furniſh d with 
all manner of Trigonvmerrical Theorems, whe- 
ther plain or ſpherical ; nay, by the help off 
Triangles apply'd to Circles, we difcover thit 
the Area of any Circle is equal to a Tran 
which is right-angl'd, and whoſe. two Side 
comprehending the right Angle are equal one to 
the Semidiameter, and the other to the Circtom- 
ference of the Cirele propos d. From Triangles 
inſcrib'd in Circles we gain ſome Truths, and 
from Triangles circumſcribd we have others; 
If we confider them in Combination with 
SB ny :  - Squares 
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Squaxgs or other Parallelograms, ue can. from 


they are 
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More than have yet been diſcover'd by the moſt 
laborious Geometricians; as is evident from 
the ſucceſſive new demonſtrated Truths, which 


In Time and Induſtry bring to light; and per- 
f the haps more than l be known even to the laſt 
al of Age of Mathematicians, in whoſe Days the 
n to: preſent viſible frame of Nature ſhall be diſ- 
* bd Neither are other Geometrical Figures, 


much leſs teeming with infinite varietys of 


applying em one to another, we obtain ſeveral 
uſeful \ , 6240-28 In a Word, whatever way 

they are taken, knowing their Eſſences we are 

thence inabl d to diſcover infinite Propertys: 
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thence demonſtrate more new. Theorems It. 
apply'd-to any of the Conic Sections 
we are furniſh'd, with more ſtill: Nay, upon 


W 
* 


. * 


Com- | demonſtrable Truths, than plain | Triangles . 
ence: i Circles and Parallelograms, Cones and Spheres, 
ly in: and Cylinders, Priſms and Pyramids ;, which 
ngles are all, as the Objects of common Geometry, 
with Extenſion difjerehitly limited; are the Sources 
whe-W of infinite numbers of amazing Truths; many 
lp o of which the Wit and indefatigable Induſtry 
tha of Mathematicians has already brought to 
8155 Light; and doubtleſs: ſeveral Thouſands lye 
Side in the Womb of inexhauſtible Extenſion to be 
neuf difcover'd by fiture Ages, And as many Ez. 
cum eures as have been conſider d more than I have 
ge ipecify'd, as indeed there are a great many, 
IN the very naming of which would be an unpar- 
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donable inlargement upon this Topic; all theſe, 
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ey 2s mall be added do the nde 


5 of infinite diverſitys of Truths more, whether 
we conſider em ſepurately, or in the vaſt va. 


From the Knowledge of the reſpective Eſences, 


building 


to the moſt amazingly complicated Truths; 
from a Point or a Line to the demonſtration 


ol. I need not fay again that we are inabl'd 
to do theſe Things from our acquamtance with 


our attempts to deduce their reſpective Actri. 


the P 


by future Geometers, are inexhauſtible Source 


rietys of Combinations they will admit of, 


2 = — 2 w can E 3 | 
liverfitys of Propertys, either ſeparately or in 
combination : Ad the in the moſt unexcep- 
tionableways, and with the greateſt certainty; 


upon the moſt uncontroverted Axioms; 
and paſling on from the plaineſt Fundamentals 


of the moſt intricate and elaborate Thevrems ; 
and all this by ſuch juſt ſteps as every one but 
the moſt ridiculous of all Sceptics muſt admit 


the Nature of the Eſences of the Figures we are 
_ : That we do know their Eſſences 1; 
plain; and did we not know thoſe Eſſences, all 


butes or Propertys would be to no purpoſe. 
Did we not . for inſtance, os what 
manner Extenſion is limited in a plain Triangle, 
we cou d never deduce one of the infinite Pri- 
pertys of Extenſion under ſuch a limitation. This 
is undeniably plain: And therefore the Know- 
ledge of the Herm limitation of its Ex. 
tenſion is requiſite, in order to deduce any of 
ropertys of a plain Triangle : That 1s, 


from 
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from the Knowledge of the former, we attain 

he later. And the Caſe eing the ſame in all w 

ther Mathematical cominu'd CQuantiqys; con- | 
ſequently /*tis from the Knowledge of their 

Eſences that we demonſtratively deduce all 

the amazing Propertys of the Objects f 

Geometry. arg 1 : 1 e ach . Fr 
F. 30. And now it being evident both from neſe con |} 

the neceſſity of the Thing, and by parity '' « 12-7 

Reaſon, that did we know the inmoſt Eſſences nat pe. 

of Material and Cogitative Beings, we .lhou'd tended 10 

be able to demonſtrate how their reſpective Ac. — 2” 

ribuces flow from em; and to ſhew the im- eri. 

mediate Cauſes of their Exiſtence, and Effects 

of their Operations, whether conſider d by 

themſelves, or in the infinitely variable Com- 

binatious they will admit of: It being manifeſt _ 

upon this Hypotheſis that we ſhou'd be as able 

to demonſtrate the Propertys, Powers, and Ef: 

At of Subſtance throughly known, as we are 

of deducing the Attributes of Extenſion ſo and 

Wo terminated ;, and of Bodys, nay and Spirits, 

lo and ſo modify d and ſpecify'd,. as of the Ob- 

jeas ok common Geometry ſo and ſo limited: 

That is, it being evident that if we knew the 

Eſences of Things, we ſhou d be able ta ſhew 

the true Grounds and Reaſons of all the inſi · 

nitely different actual and poſſible Phenomens 

both in viſible and inviſibſe created Nature; 

and this with the ſame force of Demonſtration 

4 we have in the Mathematics ; proceeding by 

as ſafe Steps, and upon as unexceptionable a 


Baſis » | 


4 
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tion, &c. Nay, and from their Specific Pro- 
rtys, as Heat, Light, Sound,” &c. Several 
very beautiful and ſurprizing Truths are de- 
monſtratively to be deduc'd. Let Gravity and 
Motion and Continuity proceed whence they will, 
raking em as we find em, without confidering 
whence they flow, or troubling our ſelves a- 
bout their immediate Jependance upon and 
connection with the inmoſt Efjences or Sub- 

ances of Bodys, we can thence deduce all the 
Laws of Motion, and all the Propertys of the 
Mechanic Powers, and furnith our ſelves with 
innumerable ſurprizingly beautiful as well as 
1-W moſt uſeful Truths in the, admirable” Science 
of Static Every of which affect Matter uni- 
verſally, and hold where-ever Gravitgring Sub. 
ance in Continuity and capable of Motion is 
to be found. And if we deſcend to ſomewhat 
leſs Generals, and conſider Matter as ſolid and 
ud; (not meaning by ſolidity one of its 
primary Attributes, but coherent firmneſs and 
continuity in oppoſition to fuidity) I ſay, if 
we deſcend to conſider Matter in theſe Cir- 
cunſtances,- let /olidiry and fluidity proceed 
whence they will, taking em as we find em, 
we can from them and abſolute Gravity compar d 


5 A. SSS 


|» ogether, and from the Application of the ſo- 
hey %% and fluids each to other, deduce a great 
ve number of beautiful Theorems relating to the 
re-WW/p-cific Cravitys of Bodys; and thereupon build 
om that Science which we call the Hz aroftaties. 
et the Nature of Light be what it will, to 
in F 


8 deſcend 
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Iio to the different diſtances compar'd ; and 


the ſpecific Eſſencè of the immediate iediun 


unknown to us, as the greateſt Myſterys in 
Nature; yet as we find it refracted in its paſ. 


of an V 
it — * Without puzzling our ſelves about 
| ever, ſuch as Light, Heat, Cold, Smells, &c, 


 #aſticity of Bodys be what they will, taking 
it as we find it we can demonſtrate various Pr 
poſitions relagng to Elaſtics, from when. 
the Laws of 


I The firſt Principles f 
deſcend tothe ſpecific Attributes of Bodys, and 


of 1ts conveyance the Rays of Colours x 


ſage thro' different mediums, and that diffe- 
rently according to the Denſity, Figure or Po- 
fition of the medinms- thro which it paſſes 
hence we can deduce the whole Theory of the 
Oprics ; and that without knowing what Light 
intrinſically is, what the ſpecific Nature of its 
Rays, what is the Reaſon of refractiont, or 
What is the Internal mechanical Conſtitution 

of the different mediums thro' which 


the intrinſic Natures of any Qualitys what-WiF 


and whatever others operate in direct Lines 
from the Centres of their activity, we can de- 
monſtrate univerſally that their Power or H. 
Acacy is more or leſs intenſe in a duplicate n 
ciprocal Ratio, to the nearneſs to or remote: 
neſs from their reſpective Centres: That tie 
nearer we approach em, the intenſeneſs of the 
Quality increaſes in a duplicate reciprocal Ra. 


the farther we remove from 'em it decreaſe 
in the ſame. Let the intrinſic Reaſons of the 


a 95 And 


— 


\nd thus proceeding on thro' all Nature, we. 
an deduce — infinite varietys 
Phyſical Truths. But then if we go about 
o examin into the inmoſt Natures and Rea- 
ons of either the primary or ſecondary Attri- 
utesof Things we involve our ſelves in in- 
Frtricable Difficultys; we go beyond our 
phere, and out of the reach of our narrow 


2 5 8 5 => 


A2 


ee Bech the Ecce and Modes of 
15 probuſſion from thoſe Eftences of the prin ci pal 


oifers and Propertys of Things being, with 
Þ . - 4 „ «m Ä ane | 24657; 
pect to us, hid 1n'1mpenetrable; Darkneſs ; 
WV hat we neither know nor cam Hiow in our 
Preſent Circumſtances; and what if we had 


S 
LI” 


auen our ſelves up to hunt after, zt the neg- 
xc Kof what Philoſophy we are capable of at- 
ez che World wou'd have een eb 
eld with nothing but vain and nei 


a Amuſements, inſtead of the ſe Mathe- 


Edel Philoſophy it is vow faniſh'@ with 
lad we not ſtudy d Mechanics till we through 
yrs Wy underſtood the inmoſt Cauſe of Gravitation 


he Grounds and Reaſons of Continuity, anc 
he Nature of Motion, we ſhoud at this Day 
ave been almoſt totally ignorant of the molt 
imple Propertys of the Mechanic Powers ; 
ind conſequently the World had been rorally | 
geſtitute of thouſands of uſeful and admirable 


kin nventions it is now furniſh'd Tvith: And ſo for 
all che other Branches of the true Ae | 
wy Fhiloſophy: Which if we had not cultivated till 


ye had made our ſelves Maſters of the intrinſic 
5 2x 7 Natures 


> 


The. fir$t Principles of 
Natures of the Subſtances, and the true Ground. 
| Reaſons and Natures of the infinitely various 

Powers, and Propertys, and Attributes of 
Things, we muſt never have meddl'd with 
em in this World, unleſs a time came when 
ve cou d conquer Impollibilitys ; for ſuch ate 
theſe matters with Relation to our attempting 
to attain em with our preſent Facultys. Andf 
if we are thus in the Dark, ſay they, with relati- 
on to the vibe, we muſt be much more ſo N 

relationto the e This is the Senſe 
which the greateſt Philoſophers of this preſent 
Age have of theſe matte rs, as every one w ho ha 
been converſant amongſt 'em muſt acknowledge 
To tranſcribe hither what has been ſaid by al 
or any of em, would be needleſs to thoſe who 
have read their reſpe&ive Writings; and 2 
for thoſe who have not, if 25 will but look 
into our Mathematico-Phyſical-Writers , the 
may be abundantly ſatisfy d of the Truth 
u hat ] here alledge. I now proceed to ſhey, 
that their Senſe of matters is intirely juſt n 
theſe Caſes; and that we know nothing at alli 
of the Intrinſic Grounds. and Reaſons of tb 
Natures, and Powers, and Propehtys of things: 
But that tho' we are experimentally convinc' 
of their Efe#s, and taking em as we fin! 
em, can thence deduce Geometrically the bel 
Philoſophy we are at preſent capable of; yet 4 
to the Intrinſic Reaſons of theſe Effects, & 
we are in the Dark ; and can't diſcover au 
thing of thoſe Wonders, either in viſible a 
ee 3 88 inv! 
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inviſible Nature, which wou'd be all open to 
us, were we acquainted with the inmoſt Na- 


tures of the primary and ſpecific Eſſences of, 


things. x 9 a 

4. 31. And here what can be a greater E. , Cen- 
vidence of our intire Ignorance of the inmoſt e 
Natures of either the primary or ſpecific Attri- voi pre- 
butes of things; of our utter Inability to de- eee. * 
duce em à priori, fo as to underſtand all the fee 
infinitely various Effects they are capable of Abiliy 0 


producing either ſeparately. or in different educe d 


, | TP {7 Priori the 
Combinations; which yet we might eaſily do, ie 
upon Application, were we acquainted wit — 

— E F Fe $ 3. arer 
their reſpective primary and ſpecific Eſſences ; 


reſpetive 

Eſſences. 
As the $3» 

T2 lution of 
Eibe Phann- 

mena re- 
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86 The ut Principles , IM 
tures of its primary Attributes, then Grauitati. 
| on, Continuity, and the like wou'd be no lo 
My/terys : But we ſhou'd be capable of ſhewing ti 
the Reaſon of the Gravitation of matter d pri- 
. ari, and of ſhewing whence it comes that this 
Property affects matter unjverſally ; and ve 
| » ſhould know the Intrinſic Reaſon of Continui- Nons 
g . whence. one of the moſt inſcrutable My. con 
ſterys in Natural Philoſophy, the Connection of 
the conſtituent Principles of Matter, neceſſarily 
proceeds. Whereas if I ſay that we are utter 
Iy ignorant of the immediate Reaſons of either 
of theſe Catholic Phenomena, I believe I ſhall 
have the moſt impartial Philoſophers on my 
| fide. And did we know the imnoſt Natures 
of the primary Eſſences of Spiritual Subſtan- 
ces, the inmoſt Natures of their primary At- 
_ _ Tributes or Powers wou'd be apparent: And 
did we know the Nature of theſe, then we 
ſhou'd be able to give as intelligible an Ac- 
count of the inmo## Nature of the Aion of 
Thinking, as we can do of any thing the moſt 
obvious: Then the Nature of a Power of Be- 
ginning Action, wou'd be no longer a Myſte- 
ry: nay, the Nature of the reflex Acts of the 
Uuaadorſtanding wou'd be ſo clearly underſtood, 
that we ſhou'd ſee upon what Account a Being 
intrinſically different from matter is capable, 
and by what means it executes its Power or 
Capacity of EN it ſelf: When which 
Difficultys are clear d up, I ſhall grant, that 


- 


Vg are not unacquair F the primary Kb 
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. Jences of Irellectun Beings. And if thinking, 
Snbſtances are une xtended, or have no Rela- 
tion to Space, as it ſeems to be evident from 
the reflex Afs which they are capable of exert- 
ing upon themſelves ; (for all things extended, 
implying Space to exiſt in, and all their Acti- 
ons, or Operations implying Local Motion, 
conſequently for an extended Being, as Mat- 
ter, to a& upon it ſelf, wou'd be the ſame as. 
for it to be capable of being in two different 
places at the {ame time, which is an expreſs 
Contradiction, and conſequently for a Being 
which can act upon it ſelf to be extended, is 
the ſame) I ſay if rhinking Subſtances have 
no Relation to Space, did we know their In- 
trinſic Eſſences, we ſhou'd ſee into this moſt 
wonderful and ſtartling of all Myſterys: We 
ſhou'd perfectly conceĩi ve the Poſſibility that 
Millions of Beings ſhou'd exi# without being 
any where, or in any erg, as that implys limi- 
ted local Extenſion, which they no way partake, 
of ; and weſhou'd be ſenſible how they might 
be capable of exiſting in their higheſt Perfe- 
ction, were there no ſuch thing as Space or 
Trine Extenſion actually in being: Whereas 
is uot this what we, wno neceſſar ily conceive 
everything we meet with as exiſting in a de- 
terminate place, are infinitely unable to com- 
vin ? And yet did we know the final 
ſſences of thinking Subſtances, and conſe- 
quently all their primary Attribute, Powers, 
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and Modes, bothof Exiſtence and Operation; 
Es T4: : 
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of Spirits as well as we do the contrary of Mat. 


W fold Principles of 


they muſt apparently have ; the Poſſibility of 


a Being exiſting in no place wou'd be no lon. i 


ger a Paradox; but we ſhou'd conceive. this 


ter; and that as 
and diſtin Appre 
did we know the inmoſt Natures of the pri 


riealy, and with as clear 


mary Eſſences, and therein the Grounds and 
| Reaſons, Nature, Extent, G. of the Attri- 


butes and Powers of thinking Subſtances ; I 
can ſee no Reaſon, upon Suppoſition, that 
Thwught is look'd upon as the Eſſence of all 
Intelligences, why we ſhou'd not ſee Gop as he 
is, and bring the Supreme Incomprehenſible 


within the Verge of our narrow Undexſtand- 


ings: For he is the firſt Intelligent, and the 
moſt perſect of all Intelligences; if we there- 
fore know the inmoſt Nature of the pri man 
Eſſences of intelligent Beings as ſuch , and 
Thought is in common this Efſence, we muſl 
know the Eſſence of the moſt perfect of intelli- 
gent Subſtances: And if we know his Eſſence, 


we mult be F den of deducing 4 priori the 
Nature, and l 


umber, and Extent, and Con- 
nection of his Attributes : We muſt have an 
adequate Notion of his infinite Power; and 
conſequently ſee clearly how he created us and 
all other things out of antecedent nothing ; and 
we muſt have a comprehenſive Knowledge of 
his infinite Wiſdom ; which later did we fully 


know, I can't ſee why we might not, without 


HhBlaſpbe⸗ 


« 
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this manner of Exiſtence being what we find 


enſions in both Caſes. Nay, 
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4 WBlaſphemy, aſcribe a Capacity of being inti-'- 

of Writcly wiſe and knowing to our. ſelves ;- For 

n- Who! in the Caſe of Power, I may know how 

is Wa thing is done, and yet, for want of Abilitys, . . 
t- Noot be capable of doing it my ſelf; yet, in the 


iſe of Knowledge, if I have a full View of © 
Ithe infinite Knowledge of Gop, I know ass 
auch as he does; that is, I am as much as he a 
roſſeſs d of the Attribute of infinite Knowledge./ = 
make theſe laſt Inferences relating to Gop, 
eceſſary Conſequences of our being acquaint- 


ut Ned with the inmoſt Nature of the primary Eſ- 
all Wences of thinking Subſtances; not abſolutely, 
he but upon Suppolition that the Subſtance of 
ble op is of the aa Nature with the Subſtance 
1d- Wof created Intelligences ; which they muſt 
the hold, who make the Eſſence of all intelligent 
e- eings to conſiſt in Thought. Iis therefore 
an neceſſary Conſequence of their Principles, 
ind who, contending for our Acquaintance with 
ut he inmoſt Eſſences of thinking Subſtances, 
. nake em all conſiſt in the ſame thing. If 
wee, chere are any who contending for our Know-. 


edge of the inmoſt E/ences of created Beings 


on- alone, aſſert that they are all intirely different 
an com the Intrinſie Subſtance of the d , theß 
and can't be charg'd with theſe laſt Inferences., 


But the former affect em, and can never be 

pemov'd till they can ſhew their Ability of de- 

ducing the primary Attributes and Powers of 
things, with their Natute, Extent, G c. by 

counting with demonſtrative Evidence; for 
724 "Bon, obo | | | the 


A 


OO The fel Principles ef, 
the Intrinſic Reaſons of the Phenoment there 
aſſign'd: Which if they are unable to do, it can: 
be granted, that they have any real Acquain- 

- tance at - with = rr ET of the 
1 primary Eſſences or Subſtances of things. 
0 of F. 32. But farther, as it wou d follow up 
the Pheno- On the Suppoſition of our being able from their 
Eſſences known to deduce 2 priori the inmoſt 
Natures of the primary Attributes of matter Wi 
and thinking Subſtances, that we ſhowd be 2. 
i ble to account demonſtratively for ſome of the 
| dies of moſt intricate Phænomena in Nature, which 
_ each eon. reſult reſpectively from matter and thinking Be. 
_—_ 4% ings ſeparately conſider d: S0 were we gc- 
en. quainted with the inmoſt Natures of the pri. 
mary Attributes of each, we might deduce ſe- 
veral more Myſterys in natural Philoſophy, 
reſulting from Material and Cogitative Beings 

in Combination: As from their Eſences and 
leading Arrributes known, when ſeparateh 
conſider d, we can deduce the Effects or ney 
Propertys reſulting from the Combination of x 
ny two or more Figures in Geometry. We 
ſhou'd ſee perfectly into the Nature of the Uni. 

on of our own Souls and Bodys; and we ſhow'd 
comprehend clearly, how a Being, which we 
can't find to have any Relation to Extenſion, 
 ſhou'd be ſo cloſely connected to matter, à 
that the former ſnou' d be affected by the later, 
and vice verſd. We ſhou d fee by what Me 
chanical Means the Yolitions of our Souls ex- 
cite Motions at Pleafure in our Bodys ; _ 


Modern Deiſm Conſued, 
how Beings which having noRelationtoExten- 
f Local Motion themſelves, can communicate 


ſuch a Relation. Which Particulars, who is 
not as much at a Loſs to give the Modus of, 


in the whole Univerſe 2 Were we acquainted 
With theſe matters, we ſhou'd ſee farther how 
mater can make Impreſſions upon thinking Sub- 
ances ; we ſhou d ſee how different Motions 
n our Bodys affe& our Souls with the different 


ber our Perceptions of theſe things, are the 
„Mechanical Effects of certain determinate cor- 
Woreal Impreſſions; or whether it proceeds 


nighty Creator, that ſuch and ſuch Percepri- 
nt are conſequent to their reſpective Impreſ. 
ont, without any thing in the Texture of our 
Souls and Bodys efficaciouſly productive of 
heſe things. Whereas as with Relation to 
o theſe things, and all of theſe Natures, we 
re intirely in the Dark; we muſt be forc'd to 
cknowledge, that we are not as able to deduce 
lemonſtratively the Propertys , Powers and 
[tributes reſulting from the primary Eſſences 
f matter and chin 

f demonſtrating the Attributes of Exten/ion 
nder fuch ſuch Terminations ; as not 
ing able to account for what are the neceſ- 


gt 
Gon, can't be poſſeſs d formalitor of a Power 


it to, or rather excite it in Beings which have 


»s of any the deepeſt Myſterys to be met with 


Perceptions of Pleaſure and Pain; and whe- 


ot ſolely from the good Pleaſure of our Al- 


ing Subſtances, as we are 


uy Effects of thoſe Arrribuces either ſimply 
F EEG oo Oovrao 
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And the 


Solution 
of ibe T ba- 


nomend 


reſulting therein of underſtanding their Intrinſic N; 


from 
primary 


ad ſpeci conſider d or when combin d, ſuch conſeque: 
2 ces wou'd follow, as none can lay claim tt 
in Combi- 


nation. 


when they are brought home: That is, vt 


tenſions to any Acquaintance with the prima 


mary Attributes an Powers, and all the poſiWre 
ble Effects and Modes of Operation of theſe, i 


demonſtrable Deduction. 


Things, and their Attributes and Powers i 


we are furniſh'd with from abroad; and hoy 


bs The firſt Principles f 


or conjoyatly confider d: And being waninl Ihe 


in theſe Particulars, we muſt give up all Pre 
Eſſences of either matter or pure Intelligence; 
inaſmuch as, did we know thoſe, all their pri 


whatever Circumſtances, wou'd be. matter a 


F. 33. Nay, were we capable of deduicin 
a priori, the Specific Attributes of Bodi 
from their reſpective Specific Eſſences, and 


tures, Extent and Powers, either ſeperateh 


with the leaſt plauſible juſtifications of ther 
pretenſions. Then knowing the primary Ef] 
ces, both of Matter and Thinking Sul; ani 
and the Actributes and Powers thence teſulting 
and the Effects they are capable of producuy 
either ſimply or combin'd ; and —_ withul 
acquainted with the. Specific Eſſences d 


whatever circumſtances ; we ſhou'd ſee hoi 
External Objects at ing upon our Se n X 
excite in us the infinitely different Senſation 


the Soul is made ſenſible of theſe impreſſion 
thou'd be throughly acquainted, or capable d 


throughly acquainting our ſelves, with k i 
3 ER - | Whole 
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hole Mechanical proceſs of the buſineſs of 


ting 
Pri : 
nan bjets of Senſation, as in luminous or colour'd, 


ve have of em, wou'd be no longer aQueſtion : 
But, finding this precarious and falſe, we 
ſhou d be able to demonſtrate à priori, that our 
Senſations of External Objects are not excited 


but ſuch occaſional Efets | of their: Operations, 
as are arbitrariouſly affix d to em by Gop Al- 
mighty : As we find a like Power in cur ſelves, 
of arbitrarily making: determinate Sounds 
ſtand for determinate Ideas in the Com poſction 
of Languages, which Ideas after an Arbitrary 
ſettleme nt, conſtantly occur when thoſe Sounds 


Aualyſis, where we expreſs all manner of 
Quantitys by. Symbols, and after Denomination, 
the Symbols conſtantly raiſe the Ideas of the 
Quantitys they denote in our Analytical Inve- 
ſtgations ; tho neither the Sund nor the 
Symbols can have any real Relation to, but 


ſtand for. Were we acquainted with the pri- 
mary or ſpecific Eſſences of things, and there- 


conſequently allthe Effects they are capable of 
producing in whatever Circumſtances; we 
* n ſhou'd 


ſation. Whether there is any thing in the 


cented Bodys, correſpondent to the Senſations © 


ci nus by Bodys efficaciouſly (as that implys ſome- 
odyMithing in the Bodys analogous to our perceptions) 


are heard ; and a like in the Practice of ſpecious 


are purely arbitrarily productive of what they . 


by capable of deducing their Attributes and 
Powers, with their Natures and Extents, and 


- 


gp 


_\ The fir Principles of 
ſhou' Fl ſee from what —_— 2 and cal 
1 Feng s of Light we have th: 

ation of this —_ * Colour: = 
— k and white, red and yellow, and the 5 
like: And we ſhou'd ſee the many particulaf Th 
Variations of their Texture, Operations, G5 
upon which the infinite Variations of Degree, 
in the ſame Colour intirely depend: Weſhon' 
ſee what'is the Mechanical Cauſe, why diver 
Bodys refle& rather one Species of Rays than 
another; ſome Blue, ſome Orange-colour, G4, 
that is, uch as excite in us the Liess of theſe 
Colours: We ſhou d know to what particular 
Mechanical Reaſons, the Variations of Colour 
in the I are to be aſcrib'd; for In- 
ſtance, in — we ſhou'd ſee what i 
the Reaſon the Leaves refle& one ſort of 
Rays, and the Bloſſoms another, and the Frut 
a third, &c. each appearing always under in- 
tirely different Colours; we ſhow'd fee alfy 
_ what particular Variation of Mechanical Ter. 
ture makes the ſame Leaves, Fruit, Gc. d 
one Colour in their Infancy, and of another 
when they are come to full Maturity, and d 
ſeveral more one after another in all their di 
| ferent Degrees of Tendency to Corruption 
Me ſhou'd ſee alſo the whole of the Mec Las 
cal Operation of different Bodys in their Pro- 
duction of different Taſts; what particula 
Figure, Texture, Cc. of the ſpecific Princi 


In 
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ples of of this or that Body make it rather bittet 
than: ſweet : z and we ſhow'd be able to * 
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the whole Series of Changes as to theſe par- 


pe — 
F 
* * 2 
* 


wr ticulars, which are undergone by all the in- 
S fnitcly different Species of Fruit. from their 

Writ Appearance in Being to their Dillalution. 

* Ihe Theory of Sounds wou d be perfect, and 

„be Mechanical Cauſes of all manner of Har- 

- "Wmony wou d be throughly underſtood; all the 

— Phenomena relating to directly progreſſive and 

ve reflex Sounds, wou d be mechanically expli- 

* cable; and the intrinſic Reaſon of the admira- 

„be Sympathy of Strings of the ſame Tenſion _ 

„od be cafily diſcover'd. Tis true, taking 

* Seunds, and Light, and Colours to be what 

„ chey are, without enquiring into the intrinſic 

In Natures of their Cauſes, we can deduce Geo- 


five, and Painting, Gc. But did we lee into 
the primary and ſpecific Eſſences of Things, 
and were we able to deduce from them their 
Attributes and Powers, with their Natures and 


= Extent and Effects in whatever Combinations; 
by in the Caſes before us we might go- infinitely 
be kether than we do now, even to the demon- 
da bbrtive deduction of the deepeſt Mechanical 


Reaſons, of all the infinitely curious and ad- 


— mirable Phænomena relating to Light and 
Cours, and Sounds. In a Word, were we 
0 Maſters of theſe Matters, we ſhou'd be farther 
ur well verſs d in the Theory of the 7700 re- 
ci. Dining, as in that of the three Senſes I have 


inſtanced in: all varieties of Smells we thould 
be able to account for, and to determin the pe- 


culiar 


metrically the Theory of Mufic,' and Perſpe- 


| 
| 
| 


The fir Principles of 
culiar Textures, and thence reſulting Powe 
of the Specific, Principles of all manner of 0 
dorific Effiuvia, and the Modes of their Op: 
_ rations in exciting the reſpective Smells they 
are ſpecificative of in our Souls; and in th 
Senſe of touching all the different, whethalif 
Perceptions or Affectiont, it excites in uw 
wou'd be mechanically explicable, and cleu 
ly to be deduced from the Nature of th 
ml affected, and the peculiar texture 
the Bodys touch d, and the Organs and Medi 
ums of tbe conveyance of Contact; as far à 
Mechaniſm or the Powers of natural Cauſe 
influence theſe Matters, and the immediate in- 
terpoſition of Gop Almighty is not concern 
"Nay, with theſe Advantages, all Nature woul 
be open to us, and we ſhou' d ſee into the deep 
eſt Receſſes of the Wiſdom and contrivance d 
God, in the admirable frame and ſtructure off 
the World about us ; we ſhou'd be able to de 
duce demonſtratively the intrinſick Springs an! 
Principles of the moſt ſurpriſing Phænomena in 
Nature; all the Powers and Influences, Pro- 
pertys and Effects of all Vegetable and Ant 
mal, Metallic and Mineral, nay, Meteorical 

and Celeſtial Bodys; (cou'd we deduce from 
their known Eſſences the Number, Nature, 
and Extent of their Attributes and Power) 
wou'd be capable of being demonſtrativeh 
diſcover'd d priori, either as apply d to the Body 
of Man, or under whatever other conſiderati- 
ons. We ſhou d ſee, or be capable of ſeeing, 
11273 © | | upon 


* 
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von contemplating the Eſſences, and thenec 
f pt ucing the Pozwers and Attributes of Things, 
All Nature as it is; and all the Effects poſſibly 


* Wcfulting from whatever Combinations of an 
1 ts of it: The intrinſic Grounds and Rea 


I 
10 
3 

- 


Iſelf er of theſe Attainments? None have 


ds made any Pretenſion at all in theſe Matters who 
en ave been tolerably able to juſtify themſelves; 
eh d thoſe who ſee deepeſt into Nlatters pre- 
00 tend to nothing at all of this kind: | Whereas, 
at; N siving up the neceffary Conſequences, all pre- 


tences to the Premiſſes mutt be utterly diſcar- 
2 EE 1 


ded: And as we can't deduce demonſtratively 
the primary or Specific Attributes of Matter 
and Thinking Subſtances, in their inmoſt Na. 
ture, and as to all their Powers: and thence 
determin à priori, all the Effects they can pro- 
duce in whatever Combinations ; that is, the 
intrinſic Reaſons of all the infinitely various 
Phenomena in Nature ; we muſt confeſs that 
we areintirely in the dark, not only as to the 
inmoſt Natures of their primary Subſtances, 
but even as to any Abilitys of determining par- 
ticularly, or any pretences to a real acquain- 
tance with the Specific Eſſences of Things. 
We bave 
4 dence, of our intire inability to deduce the 
tnowlcdge true Natures, Powers, Extent, Gc. of eventhe 
of the par- Specific Attributes of Things d priori; nay, 


neee, of diſcovering the Attributes and P roperty 


themſelves, from an antecedent acquaintance 


7225 
any 


gquently what can be a ſtronger Demonſtration 
of our intire ignorance, of even the Speciſt 
Etſſences of Things, than the univerſal Practice 
of the Experimental Philoſophers? It is the 
buſineſs of theſe Gentlemen, upon tryal, to 
Inveſtigate the reſpective Powers, and Proper 
tys of determinate Bodys ; the Co-exiſtenc: 
or Non-Coexiſtence, of ſuch or ſuch Setts d 
Powers and 7 in the ſame Subjed: 
And the like. Which accordingly with wht 
Labour and Induſtry, by what Means, and 


with what Charges, nay, and Benefit to hu- 
1 — 


F. 34. Indeed what can be a greater Evi. 
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nan Society, they have from time to time in 
ſeveral confiderable inſtances been brought ro = 
Light; thoſe who have ſeen the Labours of 43 
our own, as well as forein Virtuaſos can't be _ 
ignorant. Whereas if we are thro'ly acquain- i 
ted with the Specific Eſlences of Bodys, what | 
need of this elaborate Method > How 'vain x 
were the Labour and Expences which attend 6 
Experiments, if the propertys of Things were 
deducible 2 priori, from the known intrinſic 
Natures of their reſpective Eſſences ? It were 
then but fitting down and thinking a *.ctle, as 
in Geometry, and all wou'd be done: Nay, 
and more than the beſt Experimentaliſts can 
pretend to; for we ſhou'd not only know the 
Specific Powers and Propertys of Things with _ 
ay, much leſs Labour; but we ſhou'd ſee much 
u brther, even into the intrinſic Grounds and 
ne Reaſons of the Exiſtence, and Operative Po.]. 


. 


ſe ers of thoſe Property: We ſhou'd find how 
ion they depend upon, and after what manner theß 
ae relult from their reſpective Specific Eſſences, 


Whereas Experimental Philoſophy be ing own'd 
by all, to be the moſt to be rely'd upon in its 
Accounts of the propettys of Bodys, hence it 
is tacitly acknow led d, that we are intirely 
ignorant of their reſpective Eſſences: And what 
Theoretical Gentlemen advance, being look d 
upon as no better than Philoſophical Romante z 
what is this but for the World to acknowledge, 
that their Pretences are vain, in — 
won the ſuppoſition 5 of their Knowledge + | 


- 


” 


The fu} Principles of 
the intrinſic Fences of Things; that vr 


A 


have no Know ledge of this Nature at all; by 


that theſe are all deep Myſterys, intirely o tur 
of the reach of our narrow Underſtanding Pri 
 *Tis caſy to ſay in general, that the 1. mW 
Eſſences of Bodys conſiſt in the Size, Figure Ml tic 
Texture, and inteſtin Motion, or reſt of their If 
conſtituent Principles; and perhaps difference pa 
in theſe may be the principal Foundation i Bo 
the ſpecific diſtinftions of Bodys: But then MW Or 
does this general Account of Matters let u dh 
into the particular ſpecific Eſſence of any bod In 
whatever 2 No ſuch Matter. Thoſe who i cif 
ſert this, have not been able to apply it to ai 
purpoſe, to any ſingle Body in all Nature r. 
or to give us, for inſtance, the particular Size, 7 
Figure, Gc. of the infinitely minute Particle to 
conſtituting 2 Ray of Light, by which it E. 
made ſpecifically different from a Bar of Ira s. 
or @ piece Gold-wire, What is the particila *. 
Size, Figure, Texture, Oc. of the Principle to 
conſtituting piece of Marble, which {| 1 th 
it to be what it is, and make it rather Marl re. 
than Copper; and inveſt it with the co- exiſteni all 
Propertys of the former, rather than thoſe I. 
the later? Or can any deduce à priori the W 
Number, and Nature, and Extent and Powen 2 
of the Co- exiſtent Propertys of either? If I th 
the greateſt Philo ſopherin the World, Iam B. 
fraid I ſhall not be anſwer'd: Neither ſhall I har G 
auy better Succeſs, if I make the ſame Enqui|y th 
Fys- concerning any other Bodys in all Natur: - 
* * R201 


' On 
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vel PORT: 
dul Can any Philoſopher tell me, what are the Nas 
ou tures of, and how many are _ Co-exiſtent 
10 Propertys appertaining to any determinate So- 
0 din tha World ; or can he anſwer this Que- 
m tion with Relation to any Fluids whatever 2 
nen If Lask what is the Reaſon of the various Sym- 
xo bpathys and Antipathys to be met with in divers 
ai Bodys, I Mhall have no ſatisfactory Anſwer ; 
en. Or if I ask after the Intrinſic Reaſon of Elafti- 
cih, I ſhall come off with the like Succeſs, 
och In a Word, the Intrinſic Reaſons of the Spe- 
of cific Propertys of any thing whatever are not 

to be founded, much leſs to be determin'd 4 


IS 


priori, by our narrow Facultys ; nay, the 
C Specific Propertys themſelves are no otherwiſe 


ele to be diſcover'd than by having recourſe to 
it Experiments. What Effect any determinate 


Simple ſo and ſo apply'd will have upon A. 
Bodys, none can tell till he has recourſe 
to tryall ; nor what will be the Effects upon 
the ſame of whatever Compoſitions of diffe- 
rent inanimate Bodys: Whereas were we re- 
ally acquainted with the Specific Eſſences of 
Things, the Caſe wou'd be quite otherwiſe: 
We ſhou'd rot only be capable of determining 
d priori, without recurring to Experience, all 
the Co-exiſtent Propertys and Attributes of 
Bodys; but we ſhou'd' thro'ty underſtand the 
Grounds and Foundations, from whence all 
thoſe Propertys flow, and thence we ſhou'd be 
able to deduce the Nature and Extent of all 
their Powers, 'and the infinitely various EF- 

75 2 H 3 . fects 


The fr Principles of 


tefts of their different Combinations one with 


another : And being acquainted, or capable 
of acquainting our ſelves, with the prima 
and Specific Eſſences, of all the different Claſſ 
cf Bodys both Animate and Inanimate in the 
| World abroad; and with thoſe of all the &a. 
Edt and Fluids, which compoſe the whole 
Sy/iem of Human Bodys: I ſay, beingacquain- 
ted with thefe Eſſences, and the thence reſul. 
ting Powers and Propertys of Things, we 
ſhou'd be capable of diſcovering d priori, and 
that demonſtratively, what wou d be the Effed 
of any Specific, however apply d to the relief 
of our Bodys when ind iſpos d: As we know 
the Effects of the Combination of any two 


Figures in common Geometry whoſe E//znce; iſ 


are known ; that is, the new propertys reſul- 


ting from that Combination. Thus wou'd the 


Art of Phiſick be capable of being made as u- 
niverſally demonſtrable as the Mathematics: 
For knowing, or being capable of knowing 
from their Eences, the Nature, Extent, and} 
Powers, of all the Co- exiſtent Attributes of 


All manner of Specifics ; as alſo of all the] 


. Solids and Fluids which compoſe our Bodys; 
and of all Morhific Matter which can at- 
ect em; we muſt know, or be capable upon 
. to their Natures and Powers, &c. 
of diſcovering, what Specific will remove any 
determinate Morbific Matter; what will te 
eve ſuch and ſuch Parts, ſo and ſo affected, Gt. 
and that univerſally, and with the greateſt cer- 

a Go 
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and ſecurity in the World: With the ſwame 
cility as an Artiſt knows how to regulate the 


2 dyements of a Mechanic Engin ; allowing 
* xr the vaſtly greater complication that there is 
e 


the Conſtitution of Animal Bodys, than in 
he moſt elaborately curious Machins on the 
ne hand, and for the more -Complex Nature 
f the Inſtruments made uſe of, in order to 


1. he Relief of our Bodys, than of thoſe ap- 
ve id in the Regulations of Mechanical Engins 
nd Won the other. Now I think there neither are, 


ever were any Philoſophers, whoſe: Pre- 
tenſions ran thus high in theſe Matters: Or in- 
leed who have made any pretences at all to any 


% ilitys of theſe Natures. Experience is the 
el WMole Foundation, whereupon we can raiſe. a 
05 ſubſtantial Superſtructure of our Knowledge 


Jof the Specific Powers and Propertys of Things, 
and which after all will not let us into the in- 
Itrinſic Originary Cauſes of thoſe Powers and 
Propertys, nor inable us to diſcover the true 
W Grounds and Reaſons of any of the infinitely . 
various Phenomena in Nature; much leſs fur- 


the nil us with Abilitys to determin 4 priori, all 
be the Co-exiſtent Propertys or Attributes of any 
Body whatever, with their Natures, Extent, 
0" Wl &c. and the infinitely various Effects they are 
capable of producing in Combination with/the 
0) Wl different Co- exiſting Attributes of Bodys of 
— other Species 2 Thus it is evident, that even 
„upon the Suppoſition of our Knowledge, of 
the Specific Eflences of Things, ſuch Conſe- 
n | * quences 


uo The frſt Principles of 
quences neceſſarily follow, as we can't with. 
out the moſt Extravagant and Ridiculoy 
Vanity pretend to; and that the Conduct off 
the wiſ = Mankind, in their Enquiry 
after — on ſtent Specific Powers and Pw. 
pertys s proceeds upon our utter i 
rance of the thaw Natuies of the Seelß Br 
ſences of Things: Some of the Principal Con- 
ſequences which wou d attend our Acquain- 
tance with theſe Matters I have enumerated; 
and of theſe ſome in the Principal Caſe, in 
which me might wiſh for an acquaintance with 
theſe Particulars: Which as we are by no means 
Maſters of, on the contrary, as we are utterly 
deftitute ofthe immediate neceſſary Conſequen- 
ces, we muſt give up all Pretenſions to am 
acquaintance with the Premiſſes : being utterh 
unable to deduce 4 priori, the Specific Powesfj 
and Propertys of Things, with their Effeds 
and Conſequences whether /imply conſider'd,or 
when combin d; hence it neceſſarily fo 
that we are intirely ignorant of their ſpecific 
Eſſences : And that however we may be ableto 
pronounce right of Matters of this Nature in 
general ; when wecome to apply this,we know 
nothing at all of the particular determinate 
Specific Eſſences of any Bodys whatever, even 
of thoſe which are always befote our Eyes; 
and which we converſe moſt conſtantly and 
familiarly witin. N 


$3 


erh 


35 


inmoſl Natures 


cumſtances can by no means pretend to wit 


SSA 
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None bave 
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F. 35. And now having made it app 


7 


that the Suppoſition of our Knowledge 0 the ue 7 
of the primary and ſpecific pretended . 
Eſſences of things is attended with ſuch Conſe- 19 . 


ſequences 


quences as Human Nature in its preſent Cir- which a- | 
bout tend ow | 
Arquain- F 


the vaineſt Arrogancy , and the moit direct ue uind 
Contradiction to matter of Fat: I come to the gpeci- 
ſhew briefly, that 1 Men who proceed _ fic Eſſences . 
the Suppoſition of their Knowledge of theſe dame 
things, have never pretended to the Conſequen- with an 
ces allede*d in their greateit or in any conſi- _— 
derable Extent ; nor come off with any Succeſs ſmerable 
even within the narrow Diſtrift in hich they ; "ſe 
have pretended to em. And here it muſt be . * 
granted by all, that none have ever pretended 

to deduce the Propertys, with the Grounds 


aud Reaſons, Natures and Extent, Gc. of the 


Attributes and Powers reſulting from the ſpe- 
cific Eſſences of the infinitely various Claſſes of 
Bodys in the Material Univerſe; much leſs 
have they attempted theſe Particulars with 
Relation to the unknown Species of intelligent 
Beings ; none I ſay, have attempted to deduce 
theſe matters 4 priori from the ſpecific Eſſences | 
of things: None have pretended to determin 
all the 5 — ſecondary Propertys of Bo- 
dys in this way, with their various Effects, 
and the Phænomena reſulting from their infi- 
nitely different Combinations, &c. none have 
pretended to any Skill in Phiſick upon this 
Baſis; or to deduce from the kngwn Specific 
8 . f en- 


© The firſt Principles of 
Eſſences of both the various Effects which any e 
Simples or Compounds in all Nature can have, WW'*" 
in whatever Applications, upon any parts of Nen 
Human Body. Nor have any of the num- 
berleſs diverſitys of Phenomena in all Nature, 
with the Specific Powers and Propertys of the Nr 
Bodys they reſult from, and are produc'd W!* 
by, with the Nature and Extent of thoſe WF" 
Powers and Propertys, and the number of 
thoſe co-exiſting in the ſame Subject, in any 
Inſtances whatever, been deduc'd, or attemp- 
ted to be deduc'd from their reſpe&ive ſpecifi ¶ in 
Eſſences, Neither need it be queſt ion d, but 
that were any to ſet about theſe things ſeriouſ. | 
20 they would be ſoon laugh'd out of ther 
olly, if the apparent Ridiculouſneſs of ther 
Attempts did not convince em of the utter 
impracticability of theſe Matters. Theſe con- 
ſequences of our acquaintance with the Spe- 
cific Eſſences of Things none have pretended 
to at all; or if any have made any Attempts 
this way in any Inſtances, their Superſtrudure p. 
has been found as Romantic, as the Baſes they. * 
have built upon is intirely imaginary. For ou 
Knowledge of the bare latent Specific hy to 
tys of Things we owe all our acknowledge- 
ments to Chymiſtry, and other experiments 
Philoſophy ; and after all our Application to 
theſe Matters in theſe ways, we can't ſay tha 
ve know the whole Sett of co-exifting Proper. i 
1 to r in al 
lature ; And if any Theoretical 1 EN 


* 
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ave attempted to account for any of the Phæno- 
ena in Nature reſulting from the various 
mbinations of the _ Attributes and 
powers, which flow from the Specific Eſſences 


ion of theſe Matters, their Knowledge ofthe 
Srecific Eſſences of Things; nothing can be 
nore demonſtrative of the vanity of their Aſ- 
umptions, and of their utter Ignorance of the 
feterminate Specific Eſſence of any thing 
phatever, than the Solutions of the infinitely 
arious Phenomena in Nature which they have 
lledg'd upon theſe Occaſions : For whereas 


-rcury and the ſolidity of Gold, the elaſtici- 
of Air and the incompreſſibility of Water, 
he attrafive Power of Fett, Amber, and the 
zner, and the infinitely various Effects 
vhich Vegetables and Minerals, &c. have up- 
n each other in Combination, or upon 
mal Bodys; whereas all theſe, and all the Phe- 
Mmema in Nature reſulting from the Specific 
'owers and Propertys of Things, are reſolv'd 
them in genera Terms into the peculiar 


reſt, &c. of the Principles conſtituting the 
Bodys from w 
ſons we enquire after, reſult ; without their 
being able to determin particularly any one of 


one Inſtance; what can be more demonſtra- 
tive, than this Method of nn, 
F * : 


ff Bodys; aſſuming, in order to their Solu- 


very particular Phenomenon, as the fluidity of 


le, figure and texture, and inteſtin motion 


ence the Phænomena, whoſe Rea- 


eſe, with any tolerable plauſibility in any 


107 
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ducing their reſpe&ive Specific Powers an 


egually undetermin d, with reſpect to us, as the 


the reſult of Efences which we are equally 


diſſtinguiſh him from other Men, in telling me 


ticular mechanical Reaſons of Magnetiſm and 


ſtituting any two or more Bodys, from which 


ber of Phenomena reſult, and thence we 


this anſwer, that theſe Propertys flow * 
i | 5 | the 


The, fr t Principles ß 
theſe Matters, of our intire inability of de- 


Propertys, with the Phenomena reſulting fron 
em in whatever Combinations, from the $y.. 
cific Eſſences of Things > If we knew the: 
to any purpoſe, we might be able to aſſign the 
determinate particular ſize, figure, texture 
and inteſtin motion or reſt, &c. of the Parts cc 


in Combination any Phenomenon, or any num. 


might deduce demonſtratively the Mechanj- 
cal Reaſons of thoſe Phenomena : Whereas ii car 
making theſe Phenomena the reſult of certain tio 


wwe know nat what undetermin d Powers ¶ duc 


which proceed in general from certain, ur cif 
know not what ſizes, textures of Parts, & 


Powers which flow from em: What do weld 
than recurr to wwe know not particular Powerz, 


ignorant of: Or to occult Qualitys, the re- 
ſult of more occult Specific Eſſences? If | 
ask after a particular Man, he wou'd. be ver 
ridiculous who ſhould think that he gave me 
a ſufficient Chara&eriſtic, whereby I might 


that he was, according to Ariſtorle's definition, 
a rational Animal. And if I ask after the pat. 


Eectricity, what is there more determinate in 


Modern Deiſm Confuted. 
the Magnitude, Figure, Texture, Motion, &c. 
of the reſpective Specific Principles of Mag- 
netick and Electrical Bodys? Whereas if I 
ask after the Propertys of any individual Body 


thoſe Propertys otherwiſe than from Expe- 
rience and Obſervation ; and if the determi- 
nate Soli dity, Size, Figure and Texture, and 
inteſtin Motion and Reſt, &c. whence all theſe 


the Propertys alledg'd, with all- the' reſt co- 
exiſting in that Subject, with their Natures, 


capable of 1 in whatever Combina- 
tions, are thence à priori demonſtratively de- 
duc d: For Inſtance, if asking after the Spe- 
cific Propertys of Spirits of Wine and Mercu- 
ry, I have an exact Account of all the Proper- 
oy this Nature co-exiſting in theſe two 


8, 
8 in whatever Applications, and the 
Reaſons of theſe Effects in thoſe Applications 


Specific Texture, Figure, &c. of the Specific 
| Principles which make the one Spirits of Wine 
and the other Mercury, and give the former a 


nig quite different from thoſe of the la- 
ter: If any can 2cquaint me demonſtrat ively 


with theſe Particulars 4 priori in any Body 
whatever; it muſt be granted that he is ac- 
quainted with the true Specific Eſſence of that 

5 Particular 


Powers, Extent, ec. and the Effects they are 


demonſtratively deduc'd from the determinate 


determinate Sett of Propertys, Powers and 


49 
in all Nature, and I have an Account of 


Propertys flow, are ſhewn me CHO als . :* 


with all the Efe&s they are capable of 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
[ 
| 
| 
: 
I 
Fs 
3 


every Man might pretend to, and upon Ap 


Eſſences, to deduce their Propertys, and the 


to ſhew here wou d be. infinite; and every om 
who has been converſant in ſuch Authors need 


that we have no real Knowledge at all of thi 
neral of Specific Eſſences reſulting from certai 
Erin to particular Bodys, we are utterly unabł 


to aſh 
any 


The fir Principles of © | 
2 Body: And if any can ſhew theſ 

articulars in all Bodys, they muſt be adm 
ted to ſee into the intrinſic Natures of the S c 


cific Eſſences of Bodys: And if any have * 


ſame Abilitys, with relation to pure Intel; 
gences, we may pronounce in general thai 


they know the Specific Eſſences of Thing 


But have any pretended to account at this ra $ 
for either the 2 or Phenonema re] 
ſulting from thoſe Propertys, &c. of either all Na 
or any individual Body in all Nature? Noi. 
thing of this Kind is to be met with done 1E. 
any tolerable purpoſe amongſt all the numerowWe- 
Conceitsof the Theoretical Philoſophers : Aſi: 


not to beſhewn. And theſe things being wha 


plication be able to account for, did we {ef 
into the inmoſt Narures of the Specific Eſſenc 
of Things; conſequently we muſt conclude, 


Kind : But that however we may talk in of 


iger, Textures of Parts, inteſtin Motions, &. 
Yet when we come to apply this general Do 


the peculiar determinate Nature of 
theſe Ingredients: And are fore'd to 
want of an acquaintance with their Specifei 


Reaſons and Effects of thoſe Propertys as far 5 Pr 
* 3 IM 


Modern Deiſm Confuted. a - 
e can attain em, either from Obſervation _ 
and Experience; or (if we will be attempting 
pe. deduce em 4 priori) from certain unknown 
5:27, Figures, &c. which make their unknown 
Specific Eſſences; that is, from ſomething not 

nuch more diſtinctly and determinately known 
chan the Ariſtotelian Occult Qualitys. _ 3 
F. 36. The Conſequences attending the None baus 
Suppoſition of our Knowledge of the inmoſt _ 
Natures of the Primary Eflences of Things are tended to 
what none haue pretended to in any confiderable ie Conſe 


Extent ; neither have they who have pretend- — 


2 


il ed to em in ſome meaſure come off with rend our / 
tolerable ſucceſs, even within the narrow di- eg 18 


ſridt of their reſpectiue Pretenſions. I think the Prime» 
none ever aſſum'd to themſelves an ability of 71 0 
explaining the inmoſt Nature of Almighty God md — 
25 he is in himſelf; of giving us complete and f wib 
alzquate Notions of the great Incomprenſt- "5. 


lie, who is ſurrounded. with thick. Clouds, ceſs a- 


back Parts, tho' we may lee in the Works of > Zug 
his Hands, and the glorious Manifeſtation of 
himſelf and his Attributes in the Creation of 
the viſible and inviſible World; yet his fore 
Parts we cannot, being infinitely. unable to 
diſcover. à priori, the inmoſt Nature of him 
whoſe ways of Exiſtence as well as Providence 
are unſearchable ; and to comprehend” the a- 
lone infinitely incomprehenſible Being. And 
yet did we know the inmoſt Natures of the 
Primary Eſſences of intelligent Beings, and 
| were 


and Darkneſs that may be felt; and whoſe Herber 


Tꝰ᷑)e ſrſt Principles of 
were they rightly determin'd by ſome Men: 

I don't ſee but that this muſt be an unavoick 00 
ble Conſequence of that Suppoſition ; and ye 
muſt ſee intirely into the moſt inacceſſible 

ceſles, of the myſterious 6 wy; in the Eyes oi 
whom, and in compariſon of whoſe Super 
eminent . Excellency of Nature, every thin 
created is vanity; and a World both ve an 
-inuiſible, as extenſive as they can be conceiy' 
by Meta ſicians . of 8 moik 
exalted Fancys, are ſtrictly an y ſpeak 
ing leſs than nothing. All 4 ng on 
Primary Attributes of finite Intelligences with 
their Natures, and Extent, and Powers nom 
have ito determin; nor. to give u 
the Number, Natures, Extent and Powers of 
the co-exiſting Primary Attributes of Matter; 
though, did they ſee into the inmoſt Natura 
of the Primary Eſſences of both, theſe Thing 
might eaſily be done: Or if any have bee 

attempting at theſe Matters, nothing. can bel 
more apparent than that have acted be. 
yond their Sphere ; For, to inſiſt upon no more 
as to the co-exiſting Primary Attributes off 
Subſtances, we can no more tell that they ar 
all the Objects of our Senſes, or the reflex 
' Powers of cur Underſtanding, than ablind 
can deny that there any ſuch things as Lig 
and Colours reſulting from the ſecondary , 
Fectiont of Bodys; his not ſeei * lea 
infers the Non. exiſtence of theſe Particular, 
neither does their not being the Objects li 
97555 55 1 
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Jour Senſes or our Underſtandings infer the 
* Non-exiſtence of ſeveral latent Primary At- 
"" tributes of Matter and — Subſtunce r. 
And if ſome, as the Carteſians, have ventur d 
to proceed ſo far upon their fuppos'd Know- 
ledge of the inmoſt Natures of Things, as to 
" deduce from their imagin'd known Eſſences 
the Modes of the Operations of intellectual 
upon material Subſtances ; and to account for 
he Connection of the Parts of Matter; and 
from Extended Subſtance in Motion to deduce 
the preſent form of the viſible World, G. 
2s they have proceeded upon ſuch Principles aas 
are falſe, ſo what they have built upon em 
has been demonſtrated over and over again to 
be intirely precarious, no better than Philo- 
ſophical Dreams, fitter for the Amuſement of 
oitm and extravagant Fancys, than for the 
Entertainment of Men of ſober Thought and 
Conſideration. I need not proceed to a par- 
ticular Confutation of all the Faucys which 
they have been pleas'd to advance; as deduc'd 
from their known Primary Eſſences of 9 
as their Plenum and their Vortices, their So-— 
lution of Gravitation and Cuntinuity, and 
their Laws of Motion, &c. their Accounts of 
the Modes of the Operation of Matter upon 
Thinking Beings, and vice verſd Much leſs 
to an Examination of the Reaſons they aſſigg 
for the Effects of the Speciſic Propertys of 
Things: Theſe laſt they never pretended to, 


> 


to ſuch purpoſeas' they un have done, * © 


116% Tue fob Principles of / 
the Specific Eſſences of Things throughly un- 
derſtood : And what 1 ad ea of 
either Nature has been demonſtrated to be in- 
tirely Imaginary by Learned Men; by whom 

therefore my e ar] upon theſe Matten 

s abſolutely 2 | her need I ſhey 
" that the Cartefansare the only conſiſtent Pre. 
(tenders to any of thoſe 3 which 
attend a real Knowledge of the inmoſt Na. 


i tures of the Primary and Specific Eſſences of 
1 "he Be They are the only Men who aſſume 


remiſſes, the Knowledge of the Eſſence: 
of Things; and therefore none elſe can pre- 
tend to lay any claim to the Kwon: gas 
Now as their Pretenſions are apparently vain, 
they being by no means able to. account truly 
for the. neceſſary Conſequences u hich wou'd 
attend a real Acquaintance with the Eſench 
of Things; and as none elſe can pretend to 
theſe — without the Preiniſſes aſ- 
ſum'd; and as none elſe aſſuine thoſe Pre- 
miſſes requiſite, in order to a juſtifyable Tit 
to the Conſequences aſſign d: That is, as ſuch 

- Conſequences neceſſarily attend the ſuppoſi- 
tion of our Acquaintance with the inmoſt 
either Primary or Specific Eſſences of I hings, 
as the beſt Philoſophers neither do, nor can 
pretend to; and as thoſe who have in ſome 
- meaſure pretended to em, have not been able 

to do any more than expoſe the Vanity a 
their Pretenſions, by the ill Succeſs of thei 
attempts to make good their Pretences: G1viny 

1 8 up 
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up the neceſſary Conſequences we. muſt re- 
ounce the Premiſſes ; and of neceſſity ac- 
knowledge our intire * of the mmoſt 
Natures of either the Primary or Specific Ef. 
[ences of Matter and Thinking Subſtances - 
Which was the thing to be prov'd. And con- 
ſequently, under this ſecond particular Diui- 
n, I have made unexceptionably good what. 
propos d to Ying to Demonſtration under. 
Cral He b 75 


my Firſt Gen ad. 
37. II. And now having made it appear, II. 
ns we haue no Knowledge, no e al} The ſecond 


. — 


al 
of the Primary Eſſences of Material and Co- Head laid 


es, = CY - s - 

in, Litative Subſtances ;. or that we know nothing denn: 

m, > .. . | ub the 
ily Wt all of the 1nmoſt Natures of the Subſtances Pons 
waer Eſſences of either Matter or Human Souls : requijte, 


Firſt, By giving 4 ſull and large Account of all e 
to Claſſes under which the Objects of Human of 2 


x Knowledge are reducible ; and by demonſtra- monllrg 
re. BY ting char under none of theſe the innoſi Na- . 
ite ne of rhe Efſences of Things are to be met 
uch 21: - And Secondly, ' By ſhewing that ſuch 
oli. Bl Conſequences neceſſarily attend the ſuvpoſition 
not F our being acquainted with theſe Matters, 
nes l Mankind in our preſent Circumſtances can't 
cn retend to; what the beſt Philoſophers diſ- 
ome N 219 5, and what thoſe who have pretended to 
able em have never been able to ſupport by any 
y "er formances anſwerable ro ſuch Pretenſions. . 
heir And having ſhewn+.under this later Head, 
vin That we are as much in the Dark as to the 
ol. ; 


12 | - deter- 
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tirely ignorant 4 their Intrinſic Natures, yet 
Human Souls, &c. are of intirely diff erent an 


. Thinking Subſtances will be demonſtrated ; and 
thence the natural Eternity and Immortality 
Human Souls, in particular, will be demon 


_ aſſume the two following Propoſitions which li 


Type firſt Principles of 
determinate Specific Eſſence of any thing i 
Nature, as we ate, as to the Primary Eſſence 
or Subſtances of Things, I come, in the next 
place, to endeavour to make good the Seconlff 


eneral Head of my preſent Diſcourſe w 
herein I am to ſhew, that though we are in, it 


we are able to demonſtrate, that the Subſtance 
Matter and Thinking Beings, 


or Eſſences 


incompatible Natures. From which Propoſition 
made good the neceſſary Immateriality of al 


ftratively to be deduc d. In order to which 


have already demonſtrated. 


? 1. Firſt, That tho we have no Ideas of the 
Eſſences of either Matter or Thinkin 
Subſtances, yet the actual Exiſtence «i 

both are demonſtrated from their reſpe- 

citive inherent Attributes, which involu 
dependence, intuitive, and a ſubſtratun 

of their Exiſtence, in their Ideas. And, 


2. Secondly, That the inherent Attribute 
of Things flow neceſſarily from th 
Eſſences of the 3 Subjects the 
inhere in: The Primary Attributes d 

Matter from its Primary, and the S: 


=] 


OW ene 


— 5 
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7 in  eondary from its Specific Eſſence 4 and 
Ce; the ſame in TC 90 ances. 

Next 

ond Which two Poſtulata being ec * 


vill be eaſy from the neceſſary N 
attending the Secon l to demonſtrate a 
For if the Inherent Attributes of Things 


neceſſarily from the Eſſences of the Subject 


| tions are evident Truths; That, the Eſſence 
of a Thing being ſuppos'd, Its Eſſential Proper- 
ho are ſuppos d, and the Ef: ence being deſtroy'd, 
its Eſſential Propertys are deſtro 2 

vice 2 ; that, the Effe 4775 r ; 
t ing ſupposgd, its Efſence is ſuppos 
wr e Pro pertys being 4 A it its 
Eſſence is deſtroy d alſo. 
7 lent wwith x Eſſential Properiys, is in- 
conſiſtent with the 1 2 ence ; and whatever is in- 


Ra 


they inhere in, then the following Propoſi- 


alſo: And 
3 4 Of 4 


That, whatever is 


confitent with the Eſſence, conſiſts not with the 
kin Eſemial Propertys - And vic? verſd. Theſe 
e of Particulars are ſo evident at firſt fight, that to 
pe endeavour to i lluſtrate *em to any who is ſen- 


ſettled and demonſtrated in the 28h Section, 


ri be granted. 


egen, or Ariributes of a TY are 


. 
* 


ſible of the neceſſary Relation which Eſſences . 
and Attributes have to each other, as it is 


wou d be an unneceſſary undertaking : Where- 
as if they are. admitted, a third Poſtulatum muft 


3. Thirdy, That if the Eſcniial „. 


3 . Income © 
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inconſiſtent with, or deſtroy'd by other 
Propertys or Attributes afcrib'd to that 
Thing, then the aſcribing of the later 

to that Thing, is 13 - or the 
aſcribing of that to it which its Na. 
ture can't poſſibly admit of: And BM: 
which can't be conceiv'd to inhere in 
the aſſignd Sulject, but its Eſſential 
” Anmributes, and confequently its E, 
* ſence it ſelf is deſtroy'd. | 


And in direct Demonſtration of this Third 
Poſtulatum, a very few Words will be ſufficient: 
Indeed it follows neceſſarily from the Second, 
and the Propoſitions deduc'd from it. For if 
all Inberent Attributes flow neceſſarily from 
the Eſſences of their reſpective Subjects; and 
as it thence neceſſarily follows, The E/ſentid 
Attributes being deſtroy' d, the Eſſence is dt. 
fon ; and whatever is inconſiſtent with the 


ential Attributes, is inconſiſtent with the 
ence ;, then as inconſiſtent Attributes necel- 
ſüarily deſtroy each other, or can't conſiſt to- 
gether, the Attributes neceſſarily affecting the 
Subject they inhere in, they muſt deſtroy, the 
Subject they are aſcrib'd to; or whatever Su- 
Jeet has an Attribute aſcrib'd to it inconſiſtent 
with, or contradictory to a prior Attribute inbe. 
rent in it, as the Aſ cription of the later mull 
deſtroy the former, ſo it muſt deſtroy the H 
* ſence it flows from; and conſequently can't 
Conceiv'd toflowfrom it alſo, without conceiving 


* 
1 | 


* 
85 * n. 
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he ſame thing to be, and not to he at the fame 
ime; that is without xonceiving Comradicti- 
ons cap able of being true: "Which whatever 
* 'd to has t ſtrongeſt demonſtrative 
| vidence iii the World for 6 its utter impoſſibi- 
5. Thus is the ſecond Branch of the third 
Class of the Objects of Human Knowledge; 
iz, If we have Ideas of ang ' Attributes, 5 
Pwers, or Properiys which ars inconſiſtent, or 
nee one to another; (all which in their 
Ideas imply dependency z) as from their depen- 
dency we are inablid to *Jemonſtrate the Exi- 
ence of the Sul ſt flances they inhere in, and de. 
fend upon; ſo from their inconſi eng either 
Ay or 4 emonſl zſtratiu 5 4 9 we are able 
10 prove the incompatibly different Natures of 
the Subſlances they inhere i in: ch as fo the in- 
moſt Natures of any oftheſe ee, we are, 
or want of ini: diate Ideas of em, imtirely 
in the dark, I lay thus is the Certainty of 
this Particular unexceptionably demonſtrated. 
| And the three Peſtulata I contend for being 
eſtabliſh'd, I am at liberty to proceed to — 
deavour to make good what I propoſe to 
to ſtrict Demonſtration we. Sacond 
1. 1 V0 . 


Polch i more cin de re | 
in 1 is 50 ay = cond General: Proofs 
tion unexceptionably good, than oe Ry VS, 
1 ad Kwon mae N >. 
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1. PA Principls * 
Firft, That the primary Attributes of 
oye or the general inherent proper. 

ge and Thinking Subſtances 
5 in the Subſtances them + rung what 
ung veal to us wad the Mediation as 


2. Sky That be he Was Nature 
of the primary Eſſences of Mattte 

and Thinking Subſtances what they 

will; fill * as far as we know 
it, can't be the fame o With n 
Sul ſtance. And, 


3. Thirdly, That tho we e may not ha 
27 in the utmoſt Extent of its primary 
' Attributes, yet we know ſo much of 
it from thoſe its Actributes which are 
within our reach as abſolutely demon- 
ſtrates, that Matter and Thinking Sub. 
ences are not the ſame in cars znmolt 
- Natures - But that ey. are in;ompa; 
ib ly and incommunical 4 different. 


Theſe Particular made 200d, will unex- 
C  eeptionably eſtabliſh what I propoſe to prove 
ada 857 this Head; and from = Third, the ne- 

c.iſſury Inmateridlity, Natural Ecernity, 40 
,  Immortalityof Rin Souls, and all other think 
ing Subſtances will be eafil demonſtratively 
Adeduc'd ; which I ſhall ri un endeavour 
i Jag yr good MII all reaſonable — 


* 


- a cans * — r 8 2 
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vill admit of 5 and with as much cogency, as 


39. I. Fuſt. I am to prove that the pri- 
5 2 of Things, or the general in- 
Werent Propertys of Matter and thinking Sub- 


f 
; 
t 
| 


\nd this is neceſſarily to be demonſtrated præ- 


8 VS 8 » 


that what 18 inconſiſtent in our Ideas is inconſiſtent 


by the Mediation of our Ideas; and conſe- 


repreſented in our Ideas, they may be inveſted 
with inconſiſtent Attributes, + Whereas, if this 


holds in the Ideas, holds neceſſarily in the Ar- 
ributes they are Ideas of; that holds in the O- 
riginals which is true in the Copys ; and if we 


n As clear a Method as Matters of this Nature 


think, muſt challenge the aſſent of all im- 


ſlances are in the Subſtances themſelves, what _ veceſ- 


hey ag to 1 2 the Mediation of our Ideas : 0 2. 
liminarily upon this Account ; becauſe tho — 


4 | tively E 
without it we may be inabled to demonſtrate feþ'4 
the incon feng of ſeveral Attributes inherent — — 
in two different Subſtances, as they appear to wem. 

u in our Ideas, yet it does not thence follow, 


$ © © E: * 
+. 


#% 


- 8 
vo 


in the things themſelves, unleſs it can be pro “d. 
Wthat the inberent Attributes of Things are in 
the Things themſelves, what they appear ta us 
ebe this can be prov'd, we cant 

ily demonſtrate any two Subſtancet to be 
of incompatible Natures : Tho', as they are 


Propofition can be demonſtrated, -then:whas . 


can prove the Ideas of Attributes, which we 
have from different Subſrances inconſiſtent, the 
fiiributss in the Subſtances muſt. n 


be ſo too, and then we ſhall be able to de. 
monſtrate the abſolute incompatibility of the 
Subſtances aſſign'd in their imrinſic Natures, 
upon no leſs ſure a Baſis, than the third de- 
monſtrated Poſtulatum, in the 37th Seftin, 
And that this Propoſition may be demonſtrated, 
that Exten/icn, Solidity, Diviſibility, &c. art 
in Bodys what they appear in our [eas ; and 
that Thought, Self. aBity, and Reflect ion am 
in intelligent Beings, what they 5 ar in out 
Vnderſtandings, and that this holds 
primary affections of Matter and Thinking Sil. 
© ftances, is Matter of very eaſy Demonitration 


N. in,. F. 40. For, as to the primary Attributes ai 


Attri- 


te 


* 


Things 


«* 


in our 
deas. 


peer 10 


are : . Þ | 8 9 8 WW | 
abe 2 thinłr in me, is as plain as that in any other 
in we Action I am conſcious what I am doing, whe 


sbewſel ves 
72 


Hs 
I- 


both ſtom the Neceſſity of the thing, and fru 
the Abſurdity of the contrary Suppoſit iu or 


3 1 5 1 8 4 | 9 - , P. 5 6; . v2 ; 2 4 # 
Te fir Principles of 
; = of «4 


of all the 


in a few: Words. & 


I "Subſtances, that I have an Idea of 
mine on thinking, as it is in that which 


Iam myſelf; I don't ſay that I have hence an 
adzquate Notion of the Modus how the Attri 
bute of Thinking flows neceſſarily from thi 
inmoſt Nature of the Effence of a Cogitativy 
Subfance ; but that I do think when I an 
conſcious of my thinking, and that I am coil. 
ſoious of what Iam doing, when I dorbrnk; thi in 
my reflex Idea of Thought is à true Repreſet. 
tation of the Action of Thinking ; is evidet 


From the Neceſſity of the thing ; becauſe ever 
thing acts neceſſarily according to its — 


ern Deiſm Confuted 


ate, and conſequently, that Thought which 

wakes me conſcious, or gives me a reflex Idea, 

f my Thinking, muſt make me conſ; 
give me a reflex Idea of what I am d 
[ think ; or it muſt be the ſame in m 
It is iu the Operation of the Object 
wy Idea 15 excited, as far as it is an A 
nd ſo far farther, as to its Nature, 
Operation from which I have my ref, 
of Thought can communicate it. An 
the ſame way may it be 


ſcious, or 
ing when 
dea 2 4s 


as that 
x Ideq 
ind after 
| de demonſtrated, that 
Welf-oFoity, Reflection, &c. are in our Souls 
themſelves, what they appear to us by the Me- 
H And the ſame Truth is 
Abſurdity of the con- 
ry Suppoſition: For we can't ſuppoſe, tha 


diation of 


demonſtrable from th 


our Ideas. 
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o 2 


i 


123 


| _ The firſt Principles of 
either as to the alteration of it, or as to He 
ſuſpenſion, or any ways changing of what ng 
ceſſarily flows from it, any more than it ca 
create or annihilate real Subſtances : If then 
fore the primary Attributes of Thinking Being 
mpptar otherwiſe in our Ideas, 1 It 
in themſelves, it muſt be becauſe Gop A 
mighty has ſuſpended their naturally neceſſa 
Powers ; that is, if our Reflex Ideas repreſen 
the primary Attributes of Thinking Subſtance 
fallaciouſly, t hen, as they repreſent em neceſſ; 
rily, accordingly as they are receiv'd, and 3 
cou'd not be receiv'd otherwiſe, than 3 
they are in themſelves, were natural Cauſe 
and their note Effects to take place, alli 
das nothing can ſuſpend or alter the neceſſan 
Effects of Natural Cauſes but he that m 
em, any more than any Finite Being can 4 
ſume and exerciſe a Power of Creation, if w 
are deceiv'd in mo 1 the 1 
ey is put upon us op Almighty : Whid 
to alert — not only to blaſſ 5 A. Mo 


ral, but to deſtroy ſeveral of the Natural At 
tributes of 2 neceſſarily exiſtent Being, an 
whoſe Attributes whether Moral or "Natur 
are as neceſſary as his Exiftence it {elf ; conſe 

- quently it muft be contradictory, and labon 
under the higheſt degree of Abſurdity : And 
the Abſurdiry muſt be the ſame to aſſert, thai 
the primary Atrributet of thinking Subſtancu 
are not in the Subſtances themſelves, wit 
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eas. And, as to the primary Attributes of 
lxerial Subſtances, with as little difficulty 
may it be prov'd, That Extenſion, Solidity, &c. 
en are the ſame in Bodys as they are in our Idea's; 
or, That as we have Ideas of em as in Bodys, 
ſo they are actually inherent in em, after 
the ſame manner, and adæquately conſo- 
Inant to our Apprehenſions; and this may be 
ſeu done by the very ſame Methods of Arguing, 
ne 1 have made uſe of in the Caſe of the pri- 
may Attributes of thinking Subſtances: As 
every one muſt apparently ſce, and therein ſu- 
perſede any neceility of my going about to ap- 
ply the Arguments alledg'd to theſe Particu- 
ar, I need not proceed to prove, that every 
thing as neceſſarily according to its reſpective 
Nature : For as nothing can give what it has 
bot, any more than an Effect can be produc'd \ 
F WW without a Cauſe, He my, nothing can do 
all: what is out of its Power; but what Power a- 
hid ny thing has it receives from us reſpective 
Vence and Nature, therefore nothing can act 
| A-Wotherwiſe than according to its reſpective Na- 
ture: But every thing can do what is in its 
tural Power ; ee in voluntary Agents, if 
onde they a& at all, all their Actions muſt be ac- 
bon cording to their reſpective Natures ; and in 
ſuch Agents as are neceſſary, every thing mult - 
do what is in its Power, and as it has all its 
Power from its Eſence or Nature, muſt act 
þ 1 ſtrict neceſſity according to its reſpective 
Nature. . | e 8 


F. 41. 


_ 


Dol 


her intelligent Beings, in all probability, tl 


LS 2: 


ich #} 


in motion appear: to us at reſt to have ſuch; 


degree of Velocity; if we move the ſame wy 


with it in a Line of Direction, parallel to th 
Line of its Motion, and with leſs Velocity, 


it will ſeem to move ſlower than before; if w 


move with it with the ſame Velocity, it wil 
not ſeem to move at all; if we move in tly 
ſame Line, but with a contrary Direction, is 
firſt Velocity will ſeem to be increas d: Ny 


in ſome Caſes a Body will ſeem to nove wit 
. a conſiderable degree of Velocity when it de 


not move at all. And as theſe Primary Attn 


butes of HOO repreſent themſelves different 


ly to us in different. Circumſtances: ſo, to 
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re repreſented quite different from what they x 


appear to us: The Eyes of ſome Beings may 
ke things after the ſaine manner as we do, aſſi- 
fled with Microſcopes ; and thoſe of others may 
ſee all things in little And there may be as 
much variation in theſe Mattersin the repreſen- 


which are the Objects of ſuch their other Senſes 
25 we are not furniſh'd with, as there are in 
ſuch its Primary Attributes as we come ac- 
quainted with by the Senſe of Seeing. Nay, we 
have Reaſon to believe, that in this S-n/e of 


Sing the extenſionot any Body is not repreſen- 


ted to any two Men in the World exactly the 


ſame : For as the Lineaments in the Faces of 
ell Men difagree in ſome viſible Particulars ; 
and as the Conſtitutions of their Bedys, and 


therein of the Texture of their Parts ſubſer- 


vient to animal Nutrition, &c. are ſenſibly dif- 


ferent in ſeveral reſpects; ſo it is not impro- 
bable but that the Figures and Textures o 
their Eyes, the Quantitys and Denſuys of their 


| ſeveral Humours, &c. may be fo various in ſe- 


reral Perſons, as, for different mechanical Rea- 
ſons, to collect different Cone of Rays 
from the ſame Bodys; and from different Re- 
fractions to project the ſame Eodys differently 


extended in imagine upon their reſpective Re- © 

tinas Whence the ſame Bodys may ſeem to 

ſome larger and to ſome lefs ; and perhaps to 
ſome. degree. dif. 


every individual. Perſon in ſome 
ferent from what they appear to all or any in 
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FF the whole World beſides. Beſides, that al 
Bodys appear larger or leſs to the ſame Perſoy 
in a duplicate reciprocal Ratio of their reſpe. 
ctive diſtances : And all Bodys with the ſame 
Velocity ſeem to move ſlower or ſwifter in: 
ſimple reciprocal Ratio to their diſtances from 
the Eye, to which „ is referr d 
Thus, ſay they, is it evident in ſeveral Caſe, 
and, à pari, in all, that the Primary Attii- 
butes of Bodys are not repreſented to us as 
they are in themſelves ; but that they repre- 
ſent themſelves, differently to different Perlons, 
and to the ſame in different Circumſtances; 
And hence they conclude, that the Primary 
Attributes of Bodys may be in Bodys them. 
ſelves quite different from what they are i 
our Ideas; and, 4 pari, if what I have offer 
holds not in the Primary Attributes of Mata, 
they fee no Reaſon why they may not look 
upon it as inconcluſive in thoſe of Thinkin 
Subſtances ; and conſequently aſſert, in op 
ition to what I have advanc'd with relation 
to both, that the Primary Attributes of Matte 
and Thinking Subſtances, are not by any mau. 
ner of neceſſity the ſame in the Subſtance 
© themſelves, as they appear to us by the me- 

, Tee J diation of our Ideas. 


Feu F. 42. But this Obje&ion will admit d 
fu ai being anſwer'd in a few Words: For in nom 
ca» of the Inſtances al ledg d, as they relate to tit 

ts Primary Attributes of Bodys, is there af 
thing offer d by which what I contend for s 1 
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they AIC nat hy | 
Motion, or any 
bility is a real 
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rerminate Extenſion. to different Eyes, and to- 

the ſame. Eyes in 1 4 ce umſtances, it 

e abr ne orig that what: 
u be any thing diff 

1 95 inite teh 


in different Cirs: 
tent, G dif- 


Sigur, 
nt ly God] 1 is till evident chat the: 
hing ate the ſame in 


in our Hean 
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than they do now ; or were our Organs of 855 
ion fram'd otherwiſe than they are at 
ſent, we ean't deny but that we might ral 
different Re W of Things. As out 
Eyes are of ſucly # convexity, their Humours ſo 
many; and of ſuch 1 and Denſitys, 7 
as we find at preſent, hence it is that the Ray 
caſt upon em Fon External OÞj ects are ſo'andf 
ſoxeceiv'd; ard hence that fu and fuch is 
ob me Axtributes' of External Objects which 
affect our Zeiſeè of Seeing are excited, or g 
nerated: Aud were their Convexitys altert 
ſame of their Humoursremov'd, or Al I 
as to Denſſty Figure, & c. it muſt be grail 
ted that we Would ha hive a quite different 
ol. External Appearances ; the World "wel 
appear a ne bin to ts, and that different 
1 1 Variations made in our Or 
tion: And: this might be made} 
— — primary Arlt ute of Ma 
ter which affect the reſt Rs as well as in tho 
winch, operate upon the Seni Senſe ET) Seeing. Bu 
tlien this no ers all rhe Primary ui 


| tribute of cu External Object from A 


— ly according to ber: zeſpefive Ve 
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Senden muſt as. After 2 wat⸗ 
ner their Actions are receiv'd by what chef 
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one another upon Acre Occaſions; yet 
this by no Means proves that the 1deacithst 
may or can be different in kind from the A- 

;ribute of an Object which excites it: Onthe 
contrary, it rather demonſtrates that the ri 
mary Attributes of any External Objects muſt 
| be in kind the ſame with what we conceive'em 
aue be from our Ideas; however, our Orpatis 
and the Objects being in different Citcunt- 

ſtances, we may find em varying as to Lima. 
tim, Extent, &c. upon different Occaſions 
Tho? my Eye, as it is-now-fram'd, repreſent 
2 133 Body to me of ſuch an Extun. 
fon, and -weze it fam d other iſe, or in other 
Circumſtances; it might repreſent it of a quite 
different Extent ; E * follow that 
the Idea and the Atiriburd in the Object are of 
different Natufes? No uch Matter. The 
Atkibute in the Object is in both Caſes: 1 
preſented as Exrenſon in ili dea: And if any 
5 can be inferr d here froni its Gen ad 

in different Circumſtancks of the C . 
f 3 en ly limited pc. it e | 

That tbe ry Acne of the Objett+ 

Senſes are the ſame in kind in the Ohje8s 
ſelves at theyia _”_ to uc in uur Tdeas ; becauſe 
however the Circumſtances of the Objedds and 


our Organs ma ee and 23 


tribute in tlie Objects ma y,-aSito Quantigy, Ez. 
one, &c. u ente e or ſcvetal 


— Reaſons — variouſſy re- 
ented; To as whatever onde 
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tended a appeats ſo in our Idea, tho in to the 
5 — — Limitationdifferentapon. differen 
aſions, its very.appearing always extended, 

even at different times, and when differently 
limited, muſt prove that tho' the Ideas of its 
Quantity, Figure c. from their variability 
in various G rcumſtances of the Object and 
the Organ, may not be e to thoſe itz 
Affections as they are in the Object it ſelf at 
different times, yet the Idea of its Exrenſm 
muſt repreſentfomethin as it is really in it; 
inaſmuch as it is excited in all Circumſtances 
wheri'the Object and the Organ are within 
their diſtances, the ſame in kind intirely ; and, 
however in different Circumſtances it may 
ſeem differently figur d, it is always equally, 
io the Nature of oh thing, repteſented es- 
8ended.” Tho — in Pe 1 „may 
be repreſented upon a oy of: fuch an F 
ent hy a Glaſs of ſuch a F __ Texture, G 
and hy one different in theſe reſpects different. 
Jy extended; yet in both Caſes i it 18 repreſen. 
— avextended, and muſt be ſo if it is repre- 
ſenited upon it at all, as long as it continues 
extended it ſelf, and to reflect Rays from diſ- 
ferent parts of it ſelf: to be tranſmitted tho 
the Medivh: aſſignd. Now ous Eyes are but 
22 — as:Glaſſes are Artificial Eyes 
Ro ; within the — 
muſt neceſſari ly repreſent them 

5 of ſome Extent or other: to us by a ne- 
8 of * 8 a Hari, all the Fe. 
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mary Attributes of Matter, which are the Ob- 
es of our Senſes muſt repreſent themſelves 
to us as they are in themſelves ; or be the ſume 
in kind in our Ideas, as they are in External 
Ojects And the ſame - muſt be ſaid for the 
congruity twixt our Ideas andthe primary At- 
tributes of Cogitative Subſtances: Which is 
all I conten4 for under this Head ; and what: 
tis manifeſt, from what I have now ofter'd 
duly conſider d, tlie Objection alledg'd does 
mt in the leaſt in validate. 

F. 43. The Inſtances from Motion, ] have 7 055 3 
already obſerv'd are not to the preſent purpoſe; 4z2inft 
inzſmuch. as let them reprefent themſelves! to 2% Por 
us never ſo different from what they are in re- be ima. 
ality, they are not primary Attributes of Bo- V Ami- 
dys: And conſequently make nothing againſt 1 . 
W what I advance in making the primary Attri- in rheThing | 
butes of Things the fame in kind with what #hemſctves 

* : 3 IV. 1; . i whas they + 
we perceive and judge em to be by the Media per 15 
tion of our Ideas. So that this Objection f e- vs by the 


* 


ing remov'd, I know but of one more. which . f 
can be offer d; and thatis this; That tho we 14cus. 
ou d ſuppoſe the primary Attributes of things 
Iquite fferent in kind in the Things themſelves 
from what they are in our Ideas, and there- 
n the Naturally neceſſary Effects of the Ope- 
rations of external and internal Objects ſuſ- 
pended, and Effects different from what are in 
their Powers produc'd, and that all theſe are 
done by Almighty Gop; yet there is no- 
thing inconſiſtent with his Yeratiry, or any o- 

Ez 3. ther 
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ſion, is utterly invalid. 


the Actions of any Finite 


dat the 
in the Things themſelves the ſame in kind with 


theſe and all like Beg r 
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other of either his Moral or Natural Attribute 
1n this Conduct ; and conſequently what] 


have offer d, in favour of the * Iaf- 


ſert, from the Abſur dity of the comtrary Suppe- 
I muſt grant, ſay the 
ents, That Gop Almighty may a 
pleaſure ſuſpend the Natural Confequencesgf 
Agents, and he may 
excite in the Subjects they act upon, Effect; 
gone different from what they wou'd of them- 

elves have produc d; and therefore if it can 


de prov d that this may be done, in the Caſeof 
the primary Attributes of Things, without a- 


ny Reflection upon, or Impeachment of the 
Attributes of God, then any ſtrift neceſlity, 
mary Attributes of Things ſbou d by 


what we —— to perceiue em to be by the Medi. 
ation of our Ideas, is intirely ſuperſeded; and 
that it may, they look upon w follows 2 
ſufficient to prove. It is admitted, ſay they, 
by moſt, that there is nothing 


hing in the /; ſec 2 
l Property s of Bodys which bears any Simi litu 


to enſations which they raiſe in our Souls; 
no heat in the Fire, or light in the Sun ; no 

in the Pin that pricks us, or Muſic in the 
— char play'd u xx * that al 
from 1 


ies of 


perations of the ek Arte 


upon our Souls,are ſomething abſolutely di 
rent from any thing to 3 with in the She 
— ©. 6 by which they ar 
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excited: Now if theſe things are admittet, 
then we ſee in Fact, that Go p Almighty has 
ſuſpended the Naturally neceſſary Effects of 
the Operations of the ſecondary 9 
Bodys, and made them the Occaſional Canſes 
of ſuch Things as they have no Relation to, 
and conſequently cant poſſibly be naturally 
productive of ; ſuch as there is nothing at all 

of in the Specific Attributes of Bodys ox 
their Powers ; and conſequently what it muſt 
be own d they can have no manner of real Ef- 
ficacy in nnn Gos has done 

in ſome Caſes, he may, without any Impeach- 
ment of his Attributes, do in as many more 
Caſes as he thinks fit of the like Nature: Ard 
if he has done thus in the ſecondary, why 
may he not have a&ed accordingly in the 422 | 
mary Afetions of Bodys? If there is no ſuch 
thing as Sound in the Body from whence we 
have the Senſation of Send; if by that is 
meant ſomething of the like Nature in the ? 
Body with our Senſation of it; but only a 
tremulous Motion, which being Communica- 
ted thrq'. the interjacent Medium, and acting 
upon our Auditory Organs, if left to ĩt ſelf cou d 
generate in us nothing more but the perception 
and Idea of a — Mation, but by the 
interpoſition of Go p Almighty is made the 
Occaſional Cauſe of ous Senſation. of Sound; 
where is the neceſſity that there ſhou d be an 
ſuch Thing as Exrenſon in the Body, whic 
ing upon our Organs excites in us the 41 | 
«|. 1 A 4 -< 


* 


* 
of that Attribute? Or why may not ſome 4. 
tribute in Matter of a quite different Nature 
be, by Gop 3 Arbitrarious Order, 
the Occaſional Cauſe of our Pea of Extenſion, i 
which may be no more really in Bodys them- 
ſelves, than Light and Colours are in em ac- Wk; 
cordingly as they are in our Senſations 4 Thus, 
ſay they, is it plain that our Idea of Extenſion, 
and 4 pari of the other apparent Attributes of 
Bodys of the like Nature, may conſiſtently 
with all the Attributes of Gop Almighty be 
the Occaſional Effects of Attributes in Bodys of 
quite different Natures from what they appear 
in our Ideas. And the Caſe may be the ſame 
in the Relation *twixt our Ideas, and the pri- 
mary Attributes of Thinking Subſtances. And con- 
ſequently any Neceſſity that the primary inherent 
Attributes of Things ſhou'd be in the Things 
themſelves, what they appear to us by the Me- 
diation of our Ideas, is intirely ſuperſeded :-In- 
aſmuch as, for any thing we know, Gop may 
have ſo order'd Matters in the Caſe of the pri- 
mary, as he has done in the Caſe of the ſeconda- 
7y Attributes of Things; and our Ideas of Ex. 
tenſion, Solidity, Divifhilty, Gc. in Matter; 
and thoſe of Thought, Self- Motion, and Re- 
Nection in Thinking Subſtances, may be no more 
truly repreſentative of, or have no more real 
Relation or Likeneſs to the primary Attributes 
of each of thoſe Subſtances which are the Oc- 
caſional Cauſes of theſe Ideas, than the Idea ol 
Pain is truly repreſentative of, or has 9 = 


4. Nelation or Likeneſs to the Mechanical Cauſe 
ler, Nr than our Ideas of Blue or Red, Light or 
n; NVunnd are truly repreſentative of, or have any 
m. ral Relation or Likeneſs to the reſpective Spe- 
ac- Nie Powers or Qualities in Bodys, by which 
us, Whey are the barely Occaſional! Cauſes of theſe 


ations. This Exception remov'd, will 


of Wbſolutely eſtabliſh the Doctrine I lay down: 
tly Which therefore I ſhall attempt to do in as 
be few Words as, conſiſtently with perſpicuity, 
5 of Wind a full and Satisfactory Solution of this 
er N Difficulty, the Matter will admit of. 


F. 44. And here I .abſoultely deny, that The end 


ume 

pri- Go — —— in the Inſtances aſlign'd, 05jetio = 
on- {Wuſpended the Natural Conſequences of the Acti- 2/774 
en Non of any external Objects upon us, and or- certainey 

nes Nerd that in lieu of thoſe, theſe Actions ſhou'd bar rhe 

Me. be the occafronal Cauſes of Effects quite diffe- ine; 
In- rent from what they wou'd, if left to them- of Things 


ſelves, have Mechanically produc'd: Which 7% de 
if he has not, then the 7 — nt, that what tbenfelves 
be has done in ſome Inſtances he may have done what they 
in others, intirely vaniſhes : And it remains ir- % ,j. - 
refragably true, that either the primary Attri- mediation 
butes of Matter and Thinking Sub/lances are in of 3 
he Subſtances themſelves what they appear to us Fog 
Dy the Mediation of our Ideas, which they muſt vindicated 
de neceſſarily, if Natural Cauſes and Effects are 
permitted to take their Places, or elſe that 
Gop Almighty has, in the Suſpenſion of their 
venuin Effects, and impoſing others upon us 
Which we have no means of again from 

= "4b Genuin, 


Genuin, expos d | the beſt part of the inferig 
Which he can't have done confiſtently wil 
withſtanding what is offer'd' to prove Pon 
of Conduſl in like Caſes in the preſent Obi 
Kian; inaſmuch as no real parity of Conduf 
i there prov'd ; and conſequently the conf 
ſtency of ſuch Conduct with the Attributes d 
Gop Almighty is not there eſtabliſh'd : BU 
what I have offer d in favour of the congruit 
twixt our Ideas and the primary Attributes 
withſtanding what can be objected, Matter d 
irrefragably demonſtrable Truth. It muſt þ 
anted, that we have no other immediate af 
ſurance, either of the Exiſtence, or of the n 
mary or ſecondary: Attributes of Matter, tha 
from Evidence of Senſe: For had we been pus 
Spirits, and conſequerſtly incapable of ſci 
or feeling, &c. And had we had no other lin 
of intelligence of theſe Things; we ſhoud 1 
more have known that Matter was in Be 
ing, or what are either the primary or ſpec 
Attributes of Bodys 3 than we know now whe 
ther there are any Planetary Syſtems in the Ev 
ö tra- Saturnin Regions 3 Or 2 if ſo, how mam; 

how many + Planets they are all refpeRivej 
 furniſh'd with; what Inhabitants pofleſs each 
and what Diverſitys of Days, and Nights, an 
Seaſons, the Inhabitants of each enjoy. And 
having the Eudymivagf Senſe feen 
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ut very Evidence pradſuppoſes that it is: And 
what it is we conelude, as far as we can know 
t, from the Modes of its acting upon our Sen- 
ſeß, or from the Attributes which it exhibits 
n Operating upon our Organs of Senſation. 
hat it muſt act as it is, or according to its 
Nature, I have prov'd already; and that in 


tributes as far as it can repreſent em 
o our Senſes, if its Operations are not ſuſ- 
ended or otherwiſe hinder d, » a neceſſity of 

ature as they really are in it ſelf, I haveclear- 
y demonſtrated : Its primary Attributes I have 


will prove 


diate e ern. of it, but all mediately, and 
by the Mediation of our Senſes, each ſingle 
rimary Attribute of Matter may be repreſen- 
ted in ſome reſpects differently at different 
Times to us in different Circumſtances; or be 


difference can't be in kind, but Extenſion, So- 


ſuch, any thing in Bodys or within our Pow. 
ers notwithſtanding, And as torits.ſpacific At+ 
tributes, ſuch of em as by their Operations can 
affect our Senſes, act as they are, and are ac- 
cordingly receiv d ; and if there are any Crea- 
tures, whoſe Senſes are ſo acute, as to take; in the 


receiv d by us in different Manners ; yet this 


n moſt 
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ung upon us it exhibits its reſpective 


pov d in the 40th Section of this Diſcourſe it 
Imuſt thus repreſent: And the ſaine Demon- 
ſtration ap me to its ſecondary. Attributes, 
| he ſame thing with Relation to 
them, And tho, as we have not any immo 


lidity, ec, muſt be repreſented; and receiv'das 
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Hs 3 Attributes of Bodys, To them all 
Tr 


are in the Bodys they inhere in, or according 
to their reſpective Natures. Thus far Matter 


produce ſomething out of nothing. And that 


— and put Invincible Deceits and Fal- 


Tu- rf Principlesof © 
hoſt ſubtle Powers and Operations of all the 


ſe Attributes repreſent themſelves as they 


proceeds 1n the Repreſentation of #4 and its 
Attributes and Propertys by a neceſſity f Na. 
ture ; and as to our reception of the Repreſen- 
tations of it ſelf and its Attributes which it 
makes to us, we are purely paſſiue in the Caſe, 
and can no more ſuſpend or alter *em, or make 
an extended Subſtance excite in us an Idea of 
Non-extenſion, Gc. than we can create new 

le Ideas at pleaſure; which is a Task no 
leſs difficult for us, than to bring real Sub- 
{tance out of antecedent Non-exiſtence, or to 


Gop Almighty does not ſuſpend or alter the 
Repreſentations: of Things in our Ideas; or 
excite, or cauſe to be excited, in us ſuch 
Ideas of their Powers and Attributes, as ne- 
ceſſitate us to look upon ein as intirely dife- 
rent from what they are really in the Things 
themſelves ; his Fuſtice and Goodneſs, Veracity 
and Wiſdom, muſt be to us a ſufficient, and in- 
finitely unexceptionable Demonſtration : If it 
is inconſiſtent with infinite Fuftice and Good. 
neſs, Wiſdomand Truth, to Act continu'd Im- 


ys upon his Creatures. And if Matter of 
Fadi is urg d to the contrary, we have no les 
than its inconſiſtency with the Divine * Ply 
140 LOS Atti. 
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utributes, to juſt ify our queſtioning its Au- 
* Wihbority : And as to the Matter of Fact at prez; 


) end it is alledg'd for, is not Matter of very; 


difficult Diſcavery. I grant that Light and; 


er | | Quali | 3; hn: ; in Bo- 
r other ſecon 4ary Qualitys have nothing in B 
s aus in any Meaſure correſponding to our Sent, 
7 ys * n en | 

© WM ations of em z and it mult he granted by all 


that the Specific: Powers and Pxopertys of Bay 
Ry $a; generally ſpeaking infingeely: too ſuꝶ- 
10 tile and fine to repreſent themſehæs as tben ate 
| 1 in thenſelder to us by the Magriarion gf 
” Weoroſs Organs: But then doeg It hence 2 
dat, becauſe abey ran t repreſeast tlemſe lues i 
yr us at all; therefore they dent neceſſarily top rey 


ſen themſel ps / as far as they can come within 

the: Verge of the fineſt Senſes, according to 

their Naturrs, ita fuch- C redures whale O- 

gans are fine æno ug toube: affected with theid 

Operations? Nd Nh Matter. Or is it good; | 

Aiguing to fung! that becauſe their Operations 
E 


ww are infinite ly tao to affeſt our: courſe Men 
dans of the uenweyande of :fenfitive, ĩmpreſ 
a bons, ſo as te excite: in us Ideas of fem ,t 
„*in chemſeliiei)therefore their Natural Oper 
fi ations, withetlieir Effects, ars ſuſpended hy 

1 Almighty.\Gqoc®,: Whoever:albents; this, wall 
In. mit of, any thing the est extravagant as 
"rl cficluſive.1» Soothati we ſeg evidently that iu 
„e Inſta noc upon which æhe ett 90 Lam 


Anfwering epbnds: theres h BRAIN fem 
our having mo Ideas of mA N Ta mr 
W | in 
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. 90 Mkt 
in Bodys, either that they ſhou d r-preſp 
. other wiſe than they are 1 15 
Beings as have Organs ſine enough to be aſſch 
ted by their Impreſſioi FOE that their ow 
r Operations muſt be fuſpended, or . 

00 4 ſee ern as they are, th their incoy- 
ceivably fubtlæ Operations are infinitely: fir 
a b w Riell dax courſe ſenſitive Organs c 
be affected. And hence it is evident, that 
there is no manner oineceſſity to aſſert, thi 
Gov Almighty las in Fact done this in theſe 
laſtanees; tharke has ſuſpended the Naturg 
| Effelts of 'the Operations of the part fey 
telbates' of Bodys upon our /Stnſes,: - 
we have no Tens which bear ariy:5Similitude i 
thoſe Attributes vx Powers: And if we H 
nd Evidence of this Mattet wb cant ſay thi 
*ris Tack, but rather as tis a thy! imm 
Shea Avith. theiDivine Attributes, wer muſt 
 Profiounce EN wot wp alot 
God! Almig 1 810 
rent Speties, 0 en in us ſuch Lu 
can have no imaginable fmiirude dr reſew 

Slance to he ini the- s themſelves 

as the Leu of Light and Colours, Sounds 
Smells and "Dae, 5555 = phos a 
call, (but int operly ) ſecoddrycqualitys'of: 
e it cas: be deubted but cheſe may be dove 
9251 him, withoue any ſuſpenſion of theit Ne 
[a well as wel our ſelves can” 
Es © and Dink, and excites : 
terminate" Ideas of Things over and wo 
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he Ideas they « xcite in 7 as Sounds, im # 
IM zoſition of anguagef % and as 1 
make 5 4 ths in 555 che Taeus of 
me ical N A. ytical, 2 
jons But ie di & fot zt all Hinde 

Bodys from acting upon is bccording: 5 805 
belive Natures; or thewing'us their A 
u ibures, as far 2 th come” thin the Text} 

of our Senſes; 1s they” are in themſelves: On 
e s the Sound of 4 Word ip 75 
| it 129270 * üs as 4 Sour ; not+ 
withſtanding it Farthe w ys" 

hat determinate Te of 
according X 2 the * 


ime that Bod 80 25 A | 
vecalion in us tlie Senſation 
or Claus; thus the Fire Teprefents ix (el as 
ſtem of Matter in av 805 7 * 
tion of Parte, as well 5s it Gecaſſofs in Us 
he Senſations of Heat end Light; and 
all other Iinſtances kg 4 of 115 $i. — 
F Powers 1 


70 o are in W 5 it tar't de 19 5 
pt concluded, 


e 55 pros 
cone that t ecific of the 
d] erations are ft a of, god. Other 
1] e 8 in us; 
on. the contrary, the Operations, of, their r Ss 
£ Attributes and Powers ing ſuch in the 
es, and convey'd by ſuch infinitely fin 
Mediums as can t 2# our groſs Organs, {th 


ult neceſſarily. repreſs ſelves 
umu 8 i WD 


&Y. are, to es Are ACCura 55 


Enough | to receive. their Imprefſions ). as the 
have no. Efæci is their ng x5 muſt ng 
be be Bf: ſuſpenſion of their Ope 

LON! the; e of. our ba 


qu: the Se 
«Galt on in. us, has ended 15 8 1 
ences; of he wi tons of apy e 0 
1 8 upon ou g t. 0 
Neadiof hols 1 e 3 0 
Ae che Cauſes, GfK feds. quite dife — on 
i hey won de It left to the, 1 8 | 
mech ically \praduc'd x 155 we haye 
e e Face * vj ſo — 
find the very ſuppoſi 


5 ian Js inan 
A ith 
Almishty C 
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2 t d the ſecondary, vr Cong | 
pr 7 5 where to conclude th 
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he has done ſo in the Primary Attributes of 
Things: On the contrary, inaſmuch as the 
Primary Attributes of Things muſt neceſſarily, 
if left to themſelves, repreſent themſelves to 
us, as far as they are the Objects of our Senſes, 
according to their Natures; and inaſmuch as 
the ſecondary Powers and Propertys of Bodys 
wou'd as neceſſarily do the ſame, were not 
their Operations too fine to affect our Organs: 
And inaſmuch as nothing can be brought ta 
prove that Gop Almighty can ſuſpend theſe 
Neceſſitys; but it remains, after what has 
been offer d; that his Veracity and other no- 
ral Attributes at leaſt, Lr. upon the Sup- 
poſition of this Suſpenſion, be directly contra- 


that the Primary inherent Attributes of Matter 
and Thinking Subſtances are in the SR 
themſelves what they __ tous by che Me- 
liation of our Ideas. Notwithſtanding what 
has been, or can be objected in oppoſition to 
this Doctrin. | MY 


gn d why the Efects the Primary Attributes 7% 


mighty Gop, but the Attributes themſelves 
aun repreſented, as far as they can come 
within the verge of our Senſes, in our Ideas; 
elides what I have drawn from the neceſſity 
if the thing, and from the abſurdity of the 
Mrary ſuppoſition + _ the neceſlity they 
I > 


dicted: Nothing can be more apparent than 8 


F. 45. More Reafons might have been aſ- The — 
c ” 
of Matter and Thinking Subſtances have upon fan. 


us, are not the arbitrarious Appointments of _ 4 


ſuſ pended their Natural Operations, and mad 


as have no imaginable ſimilitude or reſemblany 


Herent Attributes of Matter and Thinking Sul. 
flances areinthe Subſtances themſelves whatthy 
[ 


Powers and Propertys, but that they are 


The fir Principles of 


are under of repreſenting themſelves according 


to their reſpective Natures ; and from the ab. 
ſurdity of ſuppoſing that Gop Almighty hy 


— 


*em the occaſianal Cauſes of ſuch Ideas in u 


to the Attributes in the Things themſelvg 
which are order'd to occaſion em. But ng 
more are neceſſary, inaſmuch as theſe alone 
demonſtrate the 'T ruth of what I contend fax, 
notwithſtanding all Objections: And muſ 
command the aſſent of all impartial Perſons tu 
the Truth of this Doctrin, that che Primary in 


— 


os, fin YI: — . . — — — — — — 2 — Wl, ©, Ps Mo pos 2 


appear to us by the Mediation of our Iden, 
3elides that none of whatever Principles ii 
Philoſophy can argue againſt this Doctrin con- 
ſiſtently with themſelves. For as for thoſe tha 
hold that our Senſations of Heat and Light, 
and other ſecondary wal of Bodys, are nd 
veep mechanically byt bar ae are 5 
ea: 

annex'd arbitrariouſly to their Operations by 
Gop Almighty ; theſe Men can't prove this Do- 
ctrin without this Poſtulatum, that the Prims. 


2 . 


ry Attributes of Matter are the ſame in B. 
dys as they are in our Ideas; or that Exten- f 
on, Solidity, Diuiſibility, &c. as we concei b 
'em, are actually the ſame, as in us, in ten 
Bodys from whence we have theſe Concepti- f 
ons: Whilſt they therefore attempt, by the n 
a TON : 


Mediun 


F 
& 7 


Medium J have laſt confuted, to deſtroy tis 
Doctrin, they contradict themſelves; aſſuming 
that to be true, in order to diſprove it, which, 


u unleſs this Doctrin is admitted, can't poſſibly 
ang he prov'd. | And 1S for thoſe who-hold'the in- 
Ive berent-quality Do&rin, and accordingly main- 
10 


{tain that there is heat in the Fire, light in the 


lone Sun, Ge. adæquately the ſame as in our Sen- 
for ſations ; theſe Men can't make the Objection 
mull 1 have now anſwer d, nor any at all: Inaſmuch 
5 ol a5 they aſſume not only what I contend for, 
„ir but much more; not only that the Primary 
Sul. but the Specific Propertys of Things are in 
rico Bodys what they appear in our Stnſations'and 


Ideas ; meaning by thoſe, Specific Propert = 
thoſe very Senſations, or ſomething of the like 
Nature with em, which indeed the ſeconda- 
ry Attributes of Bodys are only the occaſional 
Jght, Bl Cauſes of. After all, this Doctrin, that the Pri- 
e na mary Attributes of Things are the ſame in the 
eciji Things themſelves as in our Ideas, notwith- 
Hell: ſtanding I have demonſtrated iv, ought in Rea- 
ſon to bs aſſum'd'by all Men; inaſmuch as, 
tho we ſhou'd not look upon it as demonſtrable, 
it has all the appearance of Truth imaginable ; 
and can never be diſprov d: That it has the 
ſtrongeſt appearance of Truth can't be dend 
by the molt obſtinate Sceptic; and that it can 
never be diſprov'd may be demonſtrated in a 
few Words: For in order to diſprove it, we 
muſt know more of Matter than we have either 
mmediately or mediately from Senſation, inaſ- 
Eu ES, 2 much 


\ 


niſh us either immediately or mediately with 


all Men will admit, who have inade any 


= 


much as we ſee that nothing that we have 


- unexceptionably eſtabliſh'd ; what I farth 


* 

= 
58 
we, 
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either cf theſe ways from it, can inable us to 
ſhew, that the Ideas we have from em, are 
not formally Analogous to the real Prim 

Attributes of Bodys; but that our Senſes fur. 


all our Knowledge relating to Matter in ge. 
neral, or any particular Bodys, I ſuppoſe 


Reflections at all upon theſe Particulars. |] 
have prov'd this Doctrin here, becauſe, as | 
have obſerv'd already, it is a neceſſary Fun- 
damental upon which I muſt build what | 
am to offer in the following Pages: It be 
ing utterly impoſſible, as we do not knoy 
their Eſences, to prove any | Diverſity, much 
leſs to. demonſtrate an utter incompatibility, 
*twixt the inmoſt Natures of Matter and 
Thinking Subſtances ; unleſs we know, a 
our Ideas are ſignificat ive of, the real Pri- 
mary Attributes or Propertys of each, 4 
they are in themſelves, as far as they an 
. repreſent themſelves and their Natures to 
our Senſes. But this Matter being ſettl d; 
and our Knowledge of theſe Things being 


propoſe to prove in the Sequel of thi 
Diſcourſe , may be attempted to be mad 


F 
* 
* 


good. 
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ndeavour to make it appear, That be the in- The Spend 
moſt Natures of the Primary Eſſences of Mat- deliver d, 
ter and Thinking Subſtances what they will, wherein is 


fil Matter, as far as we know it, can't Fe the , 1,” wy 


ith ame 70th Cogitative Subſtance : Or, as far as ved: That 

we can judge of em from their reſpectiue known Maner, as 
Le- * 5 1 5 Far a5 ms 
oſs Primary Attributes, the inmoſt Natures f the tom is, 


Primary Eſſences of Matter and Thinking Be- mt be 
| intirely di And here if 17 e 
ings muſt be intirely different. And here if I bnd. 


- 2 


1s | en prove, that Matter, as far as we know it, ing Sub- 
n. 1s not capable of the Primary Powers and Pro- ftancd. 
it | eertys which we find to apper tain to Cogit ative 

be. Wnb/ances;, or that they can't reſult from it, 

a0 or otherwiſe belong to, or depend upon it, 

uch it is an extended, ſolid, movable and diui- 

li, le Subſtance ; that is, as far as we are let into 

and the Nature of it from ſuch its Primary Attri- 


dutes as are the Objects of our Senſes: Then 
ve muſt conclude that we have no Knou ledge 
« Conception how they can belong to it at 
all: But as they muſt belong to, flow from, 


* 1 | 1 1 

s 0 er depend upon ſomething as their Support ;,* 
td; e muſt conclude farther, that this Support is ' 
ein of an intrinſic Nature, quite different from Y 


that of Matter, as far as we are Judges of either, 
and their Attributes convey'd- to us either by 
Penſation or Reflettion, let us into the Natures. 
dt both, And that the Primary Attributes and 
Powers of Thinking Beings can't appertain to, 
reſult from, or otherwiſe inhere in, or depend 
pon Matter, as far as we know it from thoſe 


£2 | ity 
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if they can be admitted to appertain tO it, as far 
as we know it, and what it is capable of, it 
muſt be one of theſe two ways ʒ Either, Firſt, « 
and ſolid, movable, diviſible and the like, 
ſolid, movable and diviſihle Subſtance in deter- 
- minate Motions ;, as it is conceiu d one part of i 


to act upon another, and to have its inſenſule 
Parts impelling and impell'd by, moving and 


Primary Attributes of Cogitative Subſtances: 
I 


of theſe Conſiderations, then thoſe Attributes 
can judge of either its Eſſence, or its Capari- 


acquainted with Matter and Thinking 25 40 


Objects of our Senſes, and in which all = 


The fr rinciples of 


its Primary Affections, which are the Objea 
of our Senſes, in whatever Gircumſtances 5 | 
believe it will not be difficult to prove: Foe 


it is Matter; or as it is ſomething extended 


Or, Secondly, as it is 1 ter, or extended, 


communicating ** Motions in different 
Lines one to anotber. I know no other way 
by which Matter, as far as we know it, can 
be ſuppos'd capable of being inveſted with the 


therefore the Primary Attributes of Think 
ing Subſtances can't appertain to Matter in 
either of theſe, Circumſtances, or under either 


can't flow from the Primary Eſſence of - Matter, 
of any. otherwiſe appertain to it, as far as we 


ys in whatever Circumſtances, from its known 
Attributes : And conſequently as far as we are 


we muſt conclude that they are of zntireh 
ferent intrinſic Natures. Now the principal 
Primary Attributes of Matter, which are the 
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reſt which we know any thing of, are imply'd, 
or to which they may be reduc'd, are theſe 
three; Extenſion, Solrdity and Mobility. And 
the Primary Attributes of Thinking Subſtances, 
(which I ſhall make uſe of upon this Occaſion, 
and which I ſhall ſhew utterly incapable of be- 
ing aſcrib d to Matter, as far as we know it, 
in either of the foregoing Circumſtances, or 
under either of the foregoing Conſiderations) 
are three likewiſe ; Cogitation or Thought; 
Slf-motion or Self-aftion ; which is alſo the 
fame as Free-will ; and Reflection, which is 
imply'd in Conſciouſneſs, and in our being able 
to diſcover all our Ideas which we come not 
xquainted with from Senſation : All, or any 
of which if I can prove that Matter, as far as 
I we know it, has not, neither can be inveſted 
with, as it is either extended, ſolid, and mova- 
ble Subſtance abſtractly conſider d; or the ſame 
in whatever infinitely various inteſtin Motions 
it will admit of; I ſhall take it for granted, 
that | have done what can be expected from 
me under this Head: And 1 ſhall take leave to 
conclude, that if we will act reaſonably in this 
Caſe we muſt allow, that Matter and Thinking” 
Subſtances are of intrinſic Natures intirely 222 
ferent, inaſmuch as, as far as we know cach, 
the Attributes of the later can't belong to the 
former: And if what ſhall offer under this 
Head will not be admitted to- amount to de- 
monſtrative Evidence; thus much muſt be ad- 
mitted, that it will be no inconſiderable pro- 
1 | bable 


Primary 


I bew i. tion: And as to Gravity, it is generally loo d 
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bable Argument in favour of the inti rely di. 

ferent intrinſic Natures of Matter and Think. 

ing Subſtances ; inaſmuch as, as far as we 

know each, they muſt be different; and if ſo, 

we are not only out of all capacity of proving 

em the ſame ; but we muſt nel con- 

clude their real intrinſic diſference to all Intentz 

and Purpoſes; as it ſeems the greateſt poſſible 

at firſt ſight; and continues to appear the ſame 

after the deepeſt Enquirys we can make, by 

| what we know of 'em immediately, into both 
| their Natures, OT OT ID 

The en F. 47. And here I don't think. it at all re- 

quiſite to go about ſolemnly to prove that Ex- 

ner tenſion, Solidity, and Mobility are the three 

1 Think. principal Primary Attributes of - Matter, in 

ing Sub- which all the reſt, that we know, relating to it 

Perle , are imply d; or to one or other of which they 

Ani the may be referr'd: Thoſe who have conſider d 

Certdimy, theſe Matters with the greateſt Accuracy, take 

have no this for granted: And if any will add Figura. 

immediate bility, Diviſibility, and its being of an intireh 

Wen ile paſſeve Nature, to the Number; the laſt of 

of the later theſe is imply d in what I call its Mobility; 

belong io and the two former follow from its Extenſion 


1 and Solidity, either ſeparately or in combina. 
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upon as no Primary Attribute of Matter at all; 
but either with the Carte/tans, as an effect of 
extraneous impulſe; or with the beſt Modem 
Philoſs ae ſomething reſulting from a per- 
petual Energetic influence of Gop Almighty: 


+ 
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d conſe ly with both, As nothing Gerda | 
fom the Primary Eſſence of extended, ſolid, 


we | 
fo, Iny ſelf to demonſtrate that the three later At- 
ng Writes aſſign d are real Primary Attributes, or 
n- powers of Thinking Subſtances : That they 
nts appear to us to be real Powers and Facultys of 


certain of em from Conſciouſneſs as we are of 
any thing either at Home or Abroad, either 


deavour d to puzzle the Caufe ; but what they 
have offer d has been ſhewn over and over a- 
gain by Learned, Men to be nothing but ima+ 
ginary Sophiſtry, and vain Deluſion : Neither 


) it Nye they ever been able to deny but that we 
ey ben to be poſleſs'd of this, and the two other 
rd Whccify'd Attributes, or Powers : And that 
ike they are 7ea4y the ſame in our Souls as they 


ſtrated already under the laſt Head : And that 


as our ſelves, we are demonſtratively 

or from the Conduct of ſuperior finite In- 
ligences, in the intercourſe they have had 
with Mankind, we muſt conclude the Angelica! 
Beings inveſted with em; and that they are 


B either 


common 


and movable Subſtance. Neither need I trouble 


from Senſation or Reflection Some indeed in 
the Caſe of Self-Afion, or Free-will, have en- 


appear to our Apprehenſions, I have demon- 
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ur own Minds none can deny; we are as 


by are common to all intelligent wry 2 
well ure: 


Cop Abnighty the ſame in kind, tho infi- 
nitely ſuperior in degree, is as demonſtrable 
h E or any other of either 
his Moral or Natural Attributes: And being 


The firſt Principles of 
common to all Intelligences, they are what y 
call Primary Attributes of Cogitative Subſta. 
ces. I need not go about to prove, in the li 
place, that we have no Evidence that the 
three Attributes of Thinking Beings belong 90 
Bodys, of the ſame Nature with that which 
we have for their being inveſted with Exteq. 
ſion, Solidity and Mobility 1 never met withl 
any who were ſo wanting to themſelves as tg 
contend for ſuch an extravagant Fancy. Al 
the information we have of the Attributes of 
Matter is from Senſation ʒ till any therefore 
can aſſure me, beyond Contradiction, that be 
has either ſeen, heard, ſimell d, taſted, or fal 
Matter full of Thought, ' moving it ſelf arbj. 
trariouſly without any motion -communicited 
to it extraneouſly ; or ating upon it ſelf; 
muſt conclude that theſe Attributes do not. ap- 
pertain to Matter immediately, as far as we 
| know it. And conſequently if they belong 9 
it at all under this Head, it muſt be under one 
of the Confiderations afſign'd ; either it muſt 
be capable of Thinking, moving it ſelf, and 
ating upon it ſelf, as it is Matter; or as it is, 
as far as we know. it, an extended, ſolid ani 
movable Subſtance ;, or as it is Matter thus de. 
ſcrib'd in certain determinate inteſtin Mition 
and Aaitations of Parts. Whereas that it is 
utterly incapable : of theſe, / or any of theſe 
Powers, under either of the Conſiderations al- 
ſign'd, I ſhall demonſtrate in what follows un- 
der this Head; with as much brevity 1 
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1 conſiſtent with perſpicuous and convictive 

414 eedin 

975 48. Faden then, in the firft Place, that _ 

as ſurh, as far as we know. 1 it, can 1 {xn --v 

ink ; or that the firſt of the three ee „ 
tributes'6f thinking SubNantes aſſign 105 d-can't'w* now 

ppertain to, inhere The or any. 7 ow 'from m — anex= - 

1 Solid, and movable 8 bſlance, con- tended, - 

er d only as uch ; or as it is ended, Merl 
uble and So 1. And this won't be We Subſtance. 

ult to prove; for nothing is eaſier of 

nftration than that Thought cart rollbly on 5 

ray belong to or flow from Extenſion, Solidity, - 

pr Mobility, or atſy of em [2 77845 - or from 

all of em in combination ; 1 Deana. 

n from the abſurdity of the terry, is ad- 
itted; which rn as val 5 One 2 priori 

6 the Mathematical ence and jt fl che 

ame force a puri in all other Cafes : And if it 

"'t belong to, or flow from Extenſun, 1 

ſity, or Mobility any of theſe ways, then it 

art do the ſame, or belong to or or flow fron, 

Matter as it is extended, movable and ſolid > 

becauſe here nothing of its unknown inm 

Nature, but only its Extenſion, Solidity, and 

| Mobility as ſuch in genetdl, and no way alter d 

by having Matter as a Subject ta inhere in, 

are confifer's. But here it wou'd be tedious ; 

o prove particularly, that Matter can't think 

5 1tis extended, or that Thought is not neceſ- 

ſitily inherent in Extenſion ; nor as it is Solid, 

or that the Power of Thinking ho way flows 

* OL, of Parts; nor as it is movable, . 


Or 
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odr that a bare Paſſive Capacity of being moyy 
is no way attended with a Power of Though, 
Becauſe none have yet been ſo extravagant 2 
to contend for any ſuch wild Hypotheſes x 
theſe ; and becauſe,ſhou'd any contend for 'em, 
every one wou'd be able upon the leaſt conſi- 
deration to confute em. For inſtance, ſhowy 
any hold that Matter thinks as it is extended. 

the numerous Abſurditys which every onem 
ſee to attend ſuch an Hypotheſis won'd ſoon 
confute this Extravagant Conceit : For ad- 
mitting this Hypotheſis to be true, then 
Thought muſt neceſſarily flow from Exren- 
ſion, and conſequently Extenſion muſt be the 
Eſſence of Thought ; of Thought in gene- 
ral as it is Extenſion ; and of particular 
Thoughts as it is Extenſion of this or that Na: 
ture, or circumſcrib'd and limited after this or 
that determinate manner: But as it is Exten- 
fron it is alſo the general Eſſence of Geometri- 
cal continu'd Quantities ; and as it is Extenj- 
on of this or that Nature, or circumſcribd 
and limited after this or that determinate man- 
ner, it is the E//ence of infinite particular Geo- 
metrical Quantitys and Figures: All which 
having their reſpective bs . flowing 
from their Eſſences, e naving the 
ſame Eſſences, muſt have the ſame Property: 


1 


flowing from em: And thus we muſt have 

ſome Thoughts which are: the Objects ol 

Long-Meaſure, and conſequently Inches of 

Conſideration, and Ells and Fathomsof Diſcre- 

tion muſt be no Abſurdity : Some 1 
| „„ m 
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rhich may be therefore, according to their 


and Acres; and ſome the Objects of Solid 
Woſure, and, according to their fluctuating 

Nature or Coherence, be eſtimated by Quarts, 
alont, and Hogſheads ; or by Cubical Inches, 
et, or Buſhels - Some thoughts muſt be Geo- 
trically, ſome Harmon and ſome A- 
rithmet ically Proportional; and have the fame 
Propertys attending thoſe d; Df 
Proportionals in Lines or Numbers Some 
and ſome Elliptical, &c. Some Spherical, ſome 
ubical, and ſome Cylindrical ;, and ſo on in in- 


Diverſitys of Relations, Propertys, &c. to be 
met with in Geometrical Quantitys. If any one 
aſſerts the Hypotheſis before us he muſt admit 
f theſe Conſequences, tho in themſelves the 
wildeſt Abſurditys. And like Conſequences 
might be ſhewn to attend its being fuppos'd 
Ito think as it is movable or ſolid : Nay, 


move it ſelf, and act upon it ſelf, as Self-motion 
and fr Oo are als: to —.— nar either 
its Mobility, Solidity, or Extenſion: As every 
one may prove to himſelf, who will give him- 
ſelf the trouble to Reflect never ſo little upon 
theſe Matters. And hence it might eaſily be 
deduc d, that if Matter can't think, move it 
ſelt, or act upon it ſelf, as-it is either ex- 


Nantity, parcel'd out into Perches, Roods, 


ifferent Species of 
bought muſt be Circular, ſome Triangular, 


fnicum And they muſt have all the infinite 


after 
this manner it might be prov'd that it cant 
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nuſt be the Objects of ſuperficial Meaſure 


tended, 
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Got. 


cordi 


think as it 


Matter 4s 
Such can't 
Think, as 
far as we 
know it; 
or as it is 


an exen- in Confunction; either of theſe ways being af 


ded ſolid 


aud move. mitted, then all Matter muſt thin; inaſmud 
| bleSub- as all Matter whatever is: extended, movalli 


ſtance. 


Particle of Air and Drop of Water, every om 


is it to conceive that Matter thinks upon eitha 


abſurd, to ſuppoſe every individual Body i 

the Univerſe a thinking Being; I need not 
about ſeriouſly to prove: All KM | 

have this Opinion of it; and all Men wh 


Phe firſt Principles of 
tended, movable, or Solid ſeparately, it en 
have theſe Attributes or Powers from Solidig 
Mcbility, and Extenfion in Conjunction. ly 
as this Method, I ſay, wou d be too tedious, x 
gly I reject it: And ſhall follow, in pn 
ving theſe Matters, a more conciſe, and gen 
ral, and equally concluſive way of Arguing 
And fr/t , in proving that Matter as ſuch, 
far as we know it, can't think, or that it can 
it is an exfended, ſolid, and movail 


ick. 5» 1 

F. 49. For if Matter is conceiv'd to think 
either as it is extended, movable, or ſolid, « 
any of theſe ſeparately ; or thought is conceivl 
to flow from, or otherwiſe. appertain to, « 
inhere in its Extenſion, Solidity, and Mobil 


and ſolid ; and muſt neceſſarily be ſo as lon 
as it continues what it is: And if all Man 
muſt think, then every Stock and Stone, even 


of thoſe which we call Inanimate as well s 


Animate Beings muſt be thinking Subſtance: 
Which if to aſſert is 1nfinitely abſurd, then 


of theſe Accounts. And that it is infinitely 


en who thin 


_ has 
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we ever thought to any tolerable purpoſe, 
have always had the ſame : Even aca 
di cient Atheiſts, who were univerſally far 

rom being the moſt coherent Thinkers, none 
thought ſo very injudiciouſly as to take up with 
his monſtrous Abſurdity. Of the four fa- 
mous Seas, thoſe who proceeded according to 
the Democritic Atheiſm went upon the contra- 


abſolutely devoid of all manner of Senſe and 
ſciouſneſs ;, tis true, the Hylozoic or Stra- 


rcetic or Plaſtic Nature, but did not con- 
give it inveſted with the Attributes of Senſa- 


inandrian Atheiſts, ſuppos'd Matter abſolute- 


ics ; and the Coſmo-Plaſtic or Stoical Atheiſts 
o no farther in this Matter than the Hylo- 


ry Hypotheſis, ſuppoſing their Atoms, as ſuch, 


jon and Thinking The Hylopathian or -Anax- 
y devoid of Thought as well as the Democri- 


1mical Atheiſts attributed to all Matter an E- 


valle iert. Mr. Hobbs, indeed, the great Mo- 
long ern Patron and Promoter of Atheiſm, is forc d 
lau o have recourſe to this moſt abſurd Hypothe- 
even, in order to defend his Notion, that Senſa- 
ryan n and Thought are the Effects of mere Mat- 
ell g and Motion; but for this extravagant Sup- 


position, he does not pretend to bring the leaſt 
hadow of a Reaſon ; and what he brings it to 


url Doctrin, as well as it is attempted to be 
dy upported by an infinitely extravagant and pre- 
ious Suppoſition. Neither is this, as mon- 
rous as it is, the only Abſurdity which 

„ _ follows 


ountenance, I ſhall ſhortly ſhew to be àn ab- 
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1 *' The is l e 


follows from the Suppoſition that Matter a 


ſuch, or as it is an extended, ſolid and movg,, 
Subſtance, is capable of thinking - For as upon 
this Suppoſition all Matter muſt :h#k, fo upon 
the ſame, every 1 Body in the Uni. 
verſe muſt conſiſt of an infinite Number c 
zbinking Subſtances : For each particular Body 
being infinitely diviſible, ſuppoſing it aQually 
divided into never ſo many Parts, each Parti. 
cle reſulting from this Diviſion muſt be perfes 
Matter, or extended, ſolid, and movable Sub. 
Nance ; therefore each Particle, as it is exten. 
ded, movable, and ſolid, muſt think: And if 
we ſuppoſe the ſame Principles compounded 
into the ſame Aggregate which they conſtituted 
before; they are ſtill as independently com. 
plete Matter, tho in Compoſition or conne- 
cted one to another, as they were in their re- 
ſolw'd State: Whence it follows, that they mul: 
all think as diſtinctly, tho united in the ſame 
Syſtem, as they wou d, were they ſeparated and 
placd at never ſo remote diſtances. one from 
another: And it hence neceſſarily folloys 
that, upon the 1 I am confuting, not 
only every aſſignable Syſtem of Matter wou'd 
think, but wou'd conſiſt of infinite Numbers 
of thinking Beings ; in the human Body, for 
inſtance, there wou'd be infinite Numbers of 

| Thinkers ; and that which we call our S, 
let it be conceiv'd a Portion of thinking Ma- 
ter as ſmall as the niceſt imagination can reach, 
wou'd not be one individual but a Conn 
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of Thinking conſcious Beings ; inaſmuch as no | 
portion of Matter can be conceiv'd ſo ſmall, 
but that it will ſtill demonſtratively admit of 
infinite Diviſibility. Whereas as we are con- 


ſcious, in the Caſe of what thinks in us, that 


this is prodigiouſſy falſe; conſequently ve have 

the ſame degree of Conſciouſneſs for the like 

Falſity and Abſurdity of the Hypotheſis, that 

Matter as ſuch, as far as we know it, or as it 

is an extended, ſolid and movable Subſtance, 

is capable of Thinking Or that the Attribute 

of Thought flows from, inheres in, or other- 

wiſe depends upon either Extenſion,  Solidity, 

or 3 ity confider'd ſæparately; or all in con- 

n 33 "os | 
F. 50. Iaſſert in the next place, that Matter Matter as 

« ſuch, as far as we know it, that is, as it is an oe - 

extended, ſolid and movable Subſtance wort ſeif : 4s 

admit of the ſecond of the three Attributes of 4 3 

Thinkins Subſtances aflign'd ; that is, SeH if, or 4, 

mtion ; Or that Matter can't move it ſelf. For it is anex- 

if Matter can move it ſelf, and this its Posen dete. 

of Selfmotion flows either from its Extenſion; movable 

Slidity, or Mobility ſeparately;' or from em all Swiſtance. 

in conjunction then as long as it continues ; 

Matter, it muſt have this Power ; and no finite 

Agent can deſtroy, or take of the effect of this 

its Power in any. Caſe whatever, any more than 

it can make it ceaſe. to be extended, movable 

and ſolid; from one or other of which Attri- 

butes ſeparateh, or from all which in con- 

junction, its Power of Self- motion, if it can 

[3% move 
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move it ſelf as ſuch as far as we know it, muſt 
be conceiv'd to flow. And upon the ſuppoſi- 
tion that Matter as ſuch can move it ſelf, every 
portion of Matter muſt have a Power of no. 
ving either one determinate way, or indiffe. 
4 way : For if it moves, that its motion 

muſt produce a ſucceſſive Mutation of place, is 
as evident as that it is locally extended, and im- 
penetrable or ſolid ; or as manifeſt as that it js 
what it is, and can't be in two or more places 
at the ſame time. Whereas theſe Things be- 
ing admitted, 'tis eaſy to demonſtrate that 
Matter as ſuch, as far as we know it, can have 
no Power of Self-motion at all; and that in a 
few Words: For that every determinate Por- 
tion of Matter can't have a Power of it ſelf of 
moving one determinate way more than aro- 
ther, is evident from hence; that if it had 
this Power as ſuch, or as it is extended, mo- 
; . Vable and. ſolid, then Extenſion, Solrdity and 


* »» Mobility being in all Matter the ſame, every 


Portion of Matter muſt have its Power of Sef- 
nation in the ſame direction, as it flows from, 


be or depends upon the fame Thing : As certain- 


Iy therefore as we find all Bodys indifferent to 
any directions which are at reſt, and Bodys in 
motion in infinitely various directions; ſo ſure 
it is, that Matter as ſuch, can t have a Powe! 
of moving it ſelf any one determinate way more 
than another. Farther, that every particular 
Portion of Matter can't have a Power of it 
ſelf of moving one determinate way mg 

| | Another 


” 
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another, as it is an extended, ſolid and mo- 
vable Subſtance, is evident from hence ; that 

if it had this Power flowing either from its Ex- 
tenſion, Solidity or Mobility ſeparately, or from 

em all conjoyntly conſider d; then its Power 

of moving it ſelf in the direction aſlignd, wew'd 

a neceſſarily appertain to it as its Extenſion, 
Hlidlity and Mobility do ʒ that is, it would ne- 
ceſſarily move in the aſlign d directiun as long 

2s it continues what it is; and as no finite 
Power can deſtroy its Mobility, Solidity and 
Extenſion, it can't deſtroy, or otherwiſe f- 
terſede, or any way alter the neceſſary Ef-&s 

which flow from them; therefore no finite 
Power would be able to alter the direction of 

any Body whatever, any more than to make 
it unextended, penetrable or the like: Upon 
which Hypotheſis as no Matter cou'd really be 

at reſt at any time ; what can be more con- 
tradictory to Matter of Fact than the neceſſary 
Conſequences which attend it? Inaſmuch'as 

we ſee that Bodys at reſt, or in motion,” are li- 

able to have their directions aflign'd or chang'd 

by finite Agents infinite ways 3 and have them 


t to adually fo aſſign d or chang'd upon infinite 
Sin WF Occaſions. And if Matter as ſuch, as far as 


ſure we know it, is ſuppos'd to have a Power of 
wer moving indifferently in any directium; then it 
note I muſt have this Power either with the ſame 
ular Wl indifferency to any affignable direction at all 
of it N times 5 or a Power of moving according t dif- 
than I (erent directions at 8 times, If all Mar- 
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upon this Suppoſition it muſt have a Power of 


with the ſame mmdifferency ts 74 affignablets 
rection at all times, be ſuppos 
tradictory Powers at the ſame time: And con- 


moving in a direction contraty to the formet 


and this holding univerſally in all the Linz 


of its ſuppos'd a&ivity ; its Power of moving 


and conſequently it muſt be utterly unable 00 


The firſt Principles of 
ter as ſuch is ſuppos d to have the former 
this very Suppoſition deſtroys intirely the poſ- 
ſibility of material Self- motion. For then eve. 
ry Portion of Matter having a Power of mo- Wi: 
ving in any determinate Line of diretiion, be. If wi 


cauſe it is conceiv'd to have a Power of mo- No 


ving in all aſſignable Lines of direction, amongſt Murd 
which every determinate Individual is neceſ. Whis 
ſarily to be found ; ard it having a Power of 
moving in l af/ignable directions at the ſame 
time that it has a Power of moving 1n the 4: 
rection propos'd, it muſt have a like Power of 


at the {ame time, becauſe that alſo is to be 
found amongſt al the affignable direttions, it 
is conceiv'd inveſted with a Power of moving 
itſelf in; hence it neceſſarily follows, that 


moving a determinate way, and an equal Power 
of moving the contrary way at the ſame time; 


and their oppoſites thro out the whole Spher: 


an way muſt be deſtroy'd by an equal Powe 
of moving the comrary way at the {ame time; 


move it {elf at all: But muſt upon this Sup 
Poſition, that it has a Power of 'Self-motim 


to have con 


ſequently it can't be concei Vd inveſted will 


uy * * 
„ 
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7: | 
of. Whis Power in this Senſe, but the very poſſibi- 

ve- Niy of its putting its fancy'd Power of Self- 
n0- Wwtion in execution, is intirely deſtroy d. And 
be- If we ſuppoſe Matter as ſuch, as far as we ſee 

no- no it, to have a Power of moving it ſelf ac-" 

it Wording to different directions at different times; 

el. his Hypotheſis is as indefenſible as either of 


he former: For if it has this Power, as it is 


une Wan extended, ſolid and movable Subſtance, then 
di. his Power muſt neceſſarily flow from, or 
r of Wtherwiſe inhere in, or depend upon its Ex- 
mer en on, Solidity or Mobility ſe parately, or all, 


r any of 'em in conjunction; and if fo, as all 


eceſſarily continue to have it as long as it is 
xtended, movable and ſolid e Whereas how a 
Power of Self- motion according to different 
tbitrarious Directions, upon different Occa- 
ons, can flow from, or otherwiſe neceſſarily 


Matter muſt be inveſted with it, ſo it muſt. 


ine flepend upon a Principle or Principles, which 
here Nontinue always both in their Natures and 
ving Nodes of Operations, neceſſarily the fame, is 


we Futterly inconceivable: But this is not the 
me ; Wreatelt difficulty which attends this precarious 
e w Hypotheſis; For as all Bodys, according to it, 


muſt, 2s ſirch, as far as we know em, have a 
ower of moving arbitrariouily, according to 
lifferent directions at different times; let us 


con-Wuppoſe any one Body moving according to a 
con-Weterminate direction in a given time; its 
with notion according to this direction flowing 


tom, or otherwiſe depending upon, either 
Ee | | M 3 | its 


166 The firſt Principles of 
tits Extenſion, Solidity, or Mobility ſeparateh, 
or from all of em, or any two of em in cam. Art 
junction The neceſſary Ef ett can t be alter dh IFN 
any extraneous finite Agent, unleſs the Powe i © * 
of the Cauſe isſuſpended, or deſtroy'd, or ſum i 4 
way alter d; whereas the Power of the Cav, * * 
being neceſſarily the ſame as long as the Cauſl ©" 
it ſelf continues what it is, this Power can't hei 
alter'd or remov'd, unleſs the Cauſe is chang the 
or deſtroy'd ; and conſequently the Self- mo. Tt 
tion of this Body in the direction aſſign d, can ® 
be alter'd as to direction by any extraneous f. 
nite Agent, any more than its Extenſion, &. © 
ſidity and Mobility can be cang'd in their Nx 10 
tures, or deſtroy'd by the ſame ; which no 6. 
nite Agent has any more in its Power than an d 
ability to Annibilate, or which is equivalem = 
to create real Subſtances: And by the ſame Ar- 85 
gument it may be prov d, that, upon the Sup = 
poſition that Matter, as ſuch, as far as we knoy x 
It, has a Power of Self-motion according to c 
different arbitrarious Directions at different F 
Times, the Direction of no Body in all Natur R 
can be alter d at any time, by any extraneouliffl - 
finite Agent whatever: Which as it is po 
digiouſly falſe, conſequently ſo is this Hypo- 
theſis; as it evidently contradicts every Days 
Experience in infinite Inſtances, as certain) 
as we find that we can at pleaſure alter tir 
direitions of the motions of Bodys; conſe 
* quently it muſt be admitted, that Matter h 
noſuch Power as in this Hypotheſis is * 
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That it can't move ir ſelf according to different 


if Matter as ſuch, as far we know it, has no Pow- 
er of moving it ſelf, either according to any one 
daerminate direction at all times, or according 
10 e pa Directions at the ſame time, or 
according to different Directions Arbitrariouſly 
at different Times ; then it is not inveſted with 
the Attribute or Power of Selfmotion at all: 
Then we may pronounce in general that it 
an't move it ſelf Which was the Thing to 
de provid. And I think the Truth of this Aſ- 
ſertion is unexceptionably eſtabliſh'd, 

F. 51. But againſt what J have offer'd, - 
ſome may look upon what follows as anExcep- 


this Power any more than Bodys: They can't, 
for inſtance, have 2 Power of ſeif-motian one 
determinate way more than another, for the 
Reaſons Aſſign d why Bodys can't have the 
| ſame Power ; nor a Power of ſelf-motion with 
the ſame int ifferency tn any Aſſienable Direction 
at all times, for the Reaſons why Bodys are in- 
capable of being inveſted with this Attribute; 


Directions at different times, for the laſt Rea- 


quently it may be ſaid, that if what I have 
MM. =_ 


Arbitrarious Directions at different times. And 


41 
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10. 


ject ona 
| P gainftwhes 
tion of ſome Moment; that what I have 4e, 
brought to prove that Matter, as far as we 3 
know it, can t be inveſted with the Attribute of propos'd, 
Self-Motion ; ſeems to prove with as much Co- #14 A*- 
7 33 ; + havel®” d. 
pency, that Finite Cogitative Beings can't hav 


nor 2 Power of moving according to different 


ſons given in the laſt Section. And conſe- 


The fir Principles of 

offer d to prove that Matter as ſuch can't be 
inveſted with the Attribute of Self Motion 
holds good; then it will hold equally againſt 
_ a poſſibility that the ſame Power ſhou' d take 
Place in Thinking Subſtances - But that they 
have a Power of Self-motion we are every Mo- 
ment conſcious; and conſequently, ſay they, 
theſe Arguments are 1 Fallacious; 
as they will conclude as ſtrongly againſt Mat- 
ter of Fact as they do, or can do againſt what 

they are brought to invalidate: Therefore ho. 
adys may have a Power of Self- motion notwith- 

and ing what has been ſaid, as well as Think- 
ing Beings certainly have; notwithſtanding 
what is produc'd againſt the former concludes 
with the ſame Cogency againſt the later. In 
removal of this Objection, let it be obſer Vd ; 
That by that Self-motion which is an Attribute 
of Thinking Subſtances, the ſame is not neceſ- 
ſarily meant, nor any thing of the like Nature, 
with what I have ſhewn not to belong to Boggs: 
All Bodily Motion is Local, Matter being ex- 
tended and Solid, and conſequently — 
related to Space; whereas from what I have 
ſhewn already from the Reflex Acts of human 
Underſtanding, it lis more than - probable: that 


Thinking Subſtances have no real Relation jJ 
Space at all, and confequently that they cant 


be inveſted with the Attribute of Self-motio 
properly ſo call'd : What wou'd be in Boh, 
were they inveſted with a Power of begir:ning 
Action, Self notion; is in thinking 3 
| a N | Fig 
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be S. Adlion; and that (upon Suppoſition that 
2 — have no — Relation to — Ex- 
iſt Nercis d within themſelves, or upon Bodys ; no 
ke Nway related to Space or Lines of Direction: 
ey Thus when Ii to think upon a determinate 
lo- ubject, I don't think that this Volit ion has any 
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ey, Eelation to, or any way implys Space either in 
s; Ihe Act or the Execution; nay, when I will to 
at- Mwalk this or that way, my Body indeed cant 
hat MW nove without ſome Line of Direction or other; 
Bo. but I can't find that any thing which is found 
th- vormally in the Effect is in the Cauſe after the 


nk- ame manner : Indeed what has no Relation to 
ins N Space can't do any thing which implys Space, 
des 2s far as the Effect of its Operation terminates 
lu Min the Cauſe it ſelf ; any more than what is 
d; Micceffarily related to Space can Act without 
ute 2 to Act in. It does not therefore follow, 
ce. that becauſe Bodys can't be Self- moving, there- 
ure, fore thinking Beings can't be Self-acting ; in- 
*. ſmuch as eee and Selfraction N 
ex. ſpeaking are Powers of quite different Natures : 
rily And tho what I have offer d be allow'd to 


prove, that neither Matter nor thinking Sub- 
ſtances can be inveſted with the ſame Power 


that of Se motion; yet it does not hence follow, 
n 10 but that Thinking Subſtances may be inveſted 
ant with an Attribute of a quite different Nature 
tin from that of Self-motion vulgarly ſpeaking ; 


that is, Se action. But let this be as it will; 
the we imagin Thinking Subſtances to have 
FI: Relatign to. Spurs, e 

6 : oy 1 
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notwithſtanding what is imagin'd in the Oh. 


ſtancer. Let the Acts of Velition in Thinkin 
Beings be imagin d, to comply with the Sup- 


" i Power of Self-motion equally in all A, 


had a Power of Self-motion in the ſame Din n 
ion at all times, had it fo pleas d Almighty 


The fu$t Principles of 
that if they are inveſted with the Attribute 
Self-aftion it muſt be the ſame with Self-motin 

ly ſpeaking; ſtill it does not follow, thy hy 
. Bodys can't be inveſted with it for u 
Reaſons nd ; therefore for the ſame, Sa 
motion cant bo an Attribute of Cogitative Sul. 


tion before us, proper Self-motions ; and[ 
grant indeed that Thinking Beings can't hav 


able Diredions at the ſame time, for in 
Caſe what proves that Boays have not thy 
Power, demonſtrates equally that this can't HM orf 
an Attribute of Thinking Subſtances - But they, 


jection alledg d, thinking Sub/tances might har 


| Gor; and they may have, and: have actual 5 
@ Power of Self-motion according to diſferu i aſe 
Arbitrarious Directions at different times; til c, 
we find that Bodys can have neither of em fu an 
the Reaſons aſſign d. If you ſay they coul Al 
not have had the former, becauſe if they hf an. 
it as ſuch, or flowing from their Eſſences, car 
any one or more of their primary Attribute: i ſun 
then the Direction of the Vill, or the DI g 
termination of the Self motion of any thin .. 
ing Being cou d not have been alter d by ll m 
Finite Power; but we ſhow'd all have Wil, 


the ſame Thing, and that Eternally with 
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the leaſt Variation: I on all this; but then 
can any ſay, as the Cale is actually with Bodhs, 


perience £ No ſuch Matter. For tho' the Pi- 
rections of Bodys either at Reſt or in Motion 


able at plæaſure by Thouſands of Finite Ex- 
ternal Agents, which proves that they are not 
inveſted with this Attribute; yet had Thinking 
Subſtances been inveſted with this Attribute, 
nothing at all can be concluded from hence, 
why the Alterations of the Directions of their 
Wills wou'd not have been out of the Power 
of every Thing but Omnipotence it ſelf. Or 


Power of moving themſelves according to diffe- 


find we have our ſelves ; and which alone (pro- 
perly call'd Se action as it is an Operation of 
Sriritual Beings) is that Free-will which we 
aſcribe to all Rational Creatures; becauſe if 


any Finite Thinking Being, can't be alter'd by 


and Conſonant to Experience; as I find that I 
can direct my own Politions according to plea- 
ſure, all Extraneous Finite Power notwith- 
ſtanding : So that it by no means follows here, 


my having a Power of NO according 
to different Directions at different Times, con- 


ca that this wou'd have been contrad ictory to Ex- 


are Experimentally, either Aſſignable or Va- 


if you ſay that they can't have the later, or a 


rent Directions at different Times; which we 


ſo, the Direction of the e Volition of 
all the reſt: J Anſwer, all this is true, 


a in Bodys, that the neceſſary Conſequences of 2 


dict daily Experience : For tho the Mo- 
1 1 : 5 6 1 - ; # tions 


17 7 £ 


172 


af 
0 


Thinking Sulſtance can't have, for like Reaſons, 


ing Beings may have it, inaſmuch as no ſuch 


ments I have us d to prove that Matter as 
ſuch, as far as we know it, can't move it ſelf, 


ion cant any way n to Matter as it 1s 


trary in the preſent Objection. 


u. bes Principles of 


* # «#3; 42 


tions of Bodys are experimentally variable at 


Pleaſure, the Dire#ion of the Will of a Think- 
Being is not, but out of the Power of 
Extraneous Finite Agents; and with re- 
& to extraneous determination ſolely in the 

ands of him who made it what it is; and can 
give it this or that, or thouſands of different 
Directions at different times according to his 
good Pleaſure. So that it by no means follows, 
that becauſe Matteras ſuch, as far as we know 
It, has not, for determinate. Reaſons, therefore 


the Attribute Aſſign'd ; inaſmuch as we ſee 


that there are not like Reaſons why the later 
ſhou'd be diveſted this Attribute if the former 


is deny d it: On the contrary, Matter of Fatt 
ſhews, that Matter can't have this Attribute 
as ſuch, as far as we know it ; but Think- 


ter of Faf# oppoſes their being inveſted 
with it. And thus it is clear, that the Argu- 
don't prove too much and conſequently nothing; 


But that they prove irrefragably, that Self- 


an extended, ſolid , and movable Subſtance, 
notwithſtanding what is intimated to the con- 


$52 
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LA 


ter as ſuch wor t admit of the Haff of the three 4 ſo 1 
Attributes of Thinking Subſtances. aſſign” d. 3 * as far 
that is Reflection; or N Matter can't aff 4 we am 
vable Subſtance : Which Power of RefieBion „ 5 
ve find is imply d in the conſciouſneſt of Think- 4 14 


cover ſo much of the Nature of c 5 own Souls 
s their Powers and Attributes furniſh us with, 
upon our looking inwards, and examining 
into the Powers and Capacitys of our own 
Minds. And that Matter Fi ſuch, or as it. is 
anextended, fold and mova Subſtance, can't 
poſſibly be inveſted with a ower. of reflett- 
ing, or acting upon it ſel . ſttickly and properly 
ſpeaking, may be prov'd in a few Words, For 
te Matter as ſuch, as far as we know it, is neceſ- 


I . 7 IH. 


- firily extended ah ſolid, « and conſequently | 
ch y the ſame neceſſity, requires Space to exilt 
el Win; and if it exiſts in Sade, it myſt ac in 
Us 


Space, and all material Action nuiſt imply da- 
cal Motion And if there can be no 5 


, Aion without Jocal Mes en It 1 80h 
ng: Contràdiction, to fuppoſe ah 'ortion. of Mat- 
4. ur whatever capable of 3 9 10 ew 
1s WO For it can't - Act without 2 58 0 

ce, pore if it be ſupp 5 To act i 15 Gig 1 obo 


ton : but local Mi Je un 
thro”; therefore 


P a rg 4 — 

4 
* daft upon ĩt R 5 Fir 2 to be 
52. capable 


Action, it mii equire ape lags 
20 10 125 


J. 32. I aſſert, in the laſt place, that Mat- ener a 2 


upon it ſelf as it is an extended, ſolid, and mo-; 2 


ing Subſtances; and in our being able to dif — — | 


LAY * 
r 5 
? R 95 , * REPAY * 
n wo \ 5 2 
* 3 ERE 1 
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2 le of being alled upon, it muſt be {iy and, 
IT ce from it ſelf as the thin nd 
1 e otherwiſe i it cant run th TY 
25 to a& upon it ſelf ; which yet it mu, 
do if it ads at all, as certainly as all material oc 
AN | implys local Motion; and it muſt he. 
foppor'd 4 as the thing acting at a diſtance fronbute 
f, as the thing ated upon at the ſau om 
ths: therefore if we will ſuppoſe Mattei o 
capable of acting x ir ſelf, we mult ſuy e i 
poſe it alſo capable of being in two diff de a 
rent places at the ſame time: Which is Moy 
flat Contradiction. And as a Contradicha 1 
can't be true, conſequently, neither can ie 
that Matter will admit of the Attribute 
Reflection; or that it either has or a 
have, as far as we ſee into its Capacint is 
from its known Attributes, a Power of adi 
upon it ſelf. Which was the Thing to be pu. 
ved. Neither does this —— ouly prove, thir 
Z that Matter-as fuch, as far as we know, it, en 
not capable of th Attribute or Power of ge- eri 
flection; but that, be its inmoſt Nature wh All 
it will, "if whilſt it continues Matter, it mund 
be extended and folia, it can't poſſibly admit] / 
of a Power of ating upon it ſelf : And thts 
whilſt it continues „it muſt be erte ue 
dea and ſfohid, to Make ule of no more Confide- 
rations in this place, none can deny, 115 In 
he can ſhew how Matter can exiſt wi 
tent; which is altogether as difficult a Tk 
ws reconcile the f 251 
7 
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add ſolid Subſtance: That is, it is a Con- 


e as neceſſarily ſomething Extended and So- 
i], whatever it may be more, as . eee Sub- 
oe is ſomething . Self-attive, &c. 


yhatever other unknow 


me meaſure by the bye; I being not oblig d 
oſhew under this Head, that Matter as ſuch, 
be its inmoſt Nature what it will, and let it 
be concei vd inveſted with as many unknown 
powers as the moſt lively Imagination can fan- 


Power of ating upon it felf z a 
s an extended and ſolid Subſtance, it is inca- 


z ſo it is equally demonſtrated, that no- 
thing elſe can, which has any relation to Er- 

„which can't exiſt without Space to 
{Wexiſt in, and conſequently which can't act at 
ill without local Motion. This is ſelf-evident ; 
add hence it follows, that what can act upon 


8 from the reflex Acts of our Underſtandings, 
we ſee that Thinking Subſtances can act upon 


Irinking Subſtances can't be extended; that 
ey can have no real relation to Space at all; 
but that they might exiſt as much, and as many 


Space, 
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dition in Terms to imagin it; Matter be- 


acultys and Attri.- 
tes it may be inveſted with. But this in 


it capable of, 1s utterly unable to admit of 
but that as ie 


pable of the Attribute of Reflection. And as 
t is prowꝰ d from what I have here offer d, that 
Matter, as far as we know it, can't act upon it 


lt ſelf, can't be locally extended, and inaſmuch 


emſelves, conſequently it is evident, that 


they do now, were there no ſuch thing as 


Fus ff Principles e, 


Space, or local Extenſion actually in beige, 
A ſhort inference from what has been (24 31; 
ſhall conclude what I have to ſay upon t but 
firſt Branch of my preſent Head: And thaty 2 
this, that inaſmuch as Matter as ſucb, as far i 
we know it, can't think, can't move it Sel in; 
can't act upon it ſelf ;, or inaſmuch as the Power ing 
of Thought, Self-motion and Reflettion, cann cin 
way appertain to, or flow from Matter as iti 3 
an extended, ſolid and movable Subſtancs ¶ but 
and inaſmuch as we have no immediate ſenſibi ; di 
Evidence at all of their being real Prins 77 
Attributes of Matter ; hence we muſt conchudeM;j. 
that theſe Attributes can have no poſſible reh dn. 
tion to, or dependance * Matter as ſucb, f ter, 
far as we know it, for their Exiſtence; hu mir 
upon ſomething they muſt depend, as be ' Wa 
all Powers, a every Power implying ſome inv 
thing inveſted with it, as neceſſarily as 4% n. 
eidents imply Subſtances for their ſuppon W non 
Therefore if Matter, as far as we know i nal 
cant be that ſomething ; we have all the Re uon 
ſon in the World to aſſert that ſomething + it, 
muſt, of a Nature intrinſically different fron tair 
that of Matter; inaſmuch as it muſt neceſiſi inv 
rily be ſo, as far as we are judges of its N bel 
ture from its known Attributes: That So the 
thing, be it what it will: is what we call Thal er 
ing Subſtance: And therefore, as far as H tho! 
know it, we are ſure that Matter muſt neceſ 1, 
ſarily be of a Nature intirely different iron mal 
en e eng 


| . 8 « | | / : ag 
. Thinking Sub ſfance. 
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F. 53. This Inference is intirely juſt, unleſs user, 
Matter in motion may be capable of the Attri- um ir, 
butes aſſign'd ; or Thought, Self-motion and Re- in Motion 
feftion may proceed from extended, ſolid and ik N 
mwable Subſtance in inteſtin Motion Unleſs ſex, or at 
impulſe of Parts can produce Thought, and claſh- 175 is 
in and interfering of ſolid extended Particles, fe. 
can beat out Reaſoning, Self-attion and Refle- 
tim And conſequently unleſs theſe Attri- 
butes which I aſcribe to Thinking Subſtances of 
adifferent Nature from Matter, may be the pure 
Pfetts of, and reſult or flow from Mattter in 
theſe inteſtin Motions and Agitations. Which 
that they can by no means be ; and that Mar- 
ter, as far as we know it, in whatever deter- 
minate Motions can no more produce Thought, 
move it ſelf, or act upon it ſelf, than it can be 
inveſted with theſe Attributes, as it is an ex- 
tended, ſolid and movable Subſtance, I come 
now, in the ſecond place, to prove: In order to 
make it evident beyond all poſlibility of re- 
ſonable Contradiction, that, as far as we know 
it, the Attributes aſſign'd can no way apper- 
tain to, reſult from, or depend upon Matter 
in whatever Circumſtances: That as they can't 
belong to it, as it is Matter, ſo neither can 
they appertain to determinate Syſtems of Mat- 
ter, whoſe parts conſtituent are of theſe or 
thoſe Sizes, and in this or that determinate 
Motion amongſt themſelves: And thence to 
make it plain, that, as far as we are Judges in 
theſe Caſes, they muſt be Attributes of Sub- 
Sy N {tances 
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ſtances of an intrinſic Nature abſolutely and in- 

tirely different from that of Matter. I ſhall iy 
be as brief upon this Particular as the ſtrict M2" 
Demonſtration of what I contend for will ad. M** 

mit of; not endeavouring to heap up the 


thouſandth part of the Abſurditys which might o 
be ſhewn to attend the Hypotheſis, that Mat- — 
ter in Motion is capable of thinking, &c. but f f 
proving direcdiy, that no Syſtem of extended, i 
 folid and movable Beings, of whatever Size: -. 
and Figures, and in whatever inteſtin Motions 
and Agitations, can produce Thought it ſelf; 5 
much leſs be able of themſelves ts begin any Il. x | 
tion whatever, or to reflect, or act each indi- a : 


vidual Particle upon it ſelf. On 
V. TE Wan 
F. 54. And, Firſt, Jam to prove, that Mat- * 
71 in e in any determinate Motions whatever vont 55 
cannot admit of the firſt of the three Attribut 3 Nn 4, 0 
ilkint. or that no Syſtem of extended, ſolid and mo- a 


vable Subſtances, however accurately ſubtilig d, 15 
and after whatever nice manner compounded cei 
together, whoſe Parts conſtituent are of what. I 
ever Sizes and Figures, and in whatever ite. 2 
ſtin Motions and Agitations, can produce Thought, I fl 
Before I proceed to prove which, the following I c.. 


Particulars, will be conveniently taken into M 
previous Conſideration: Firſ?, That the ſub- I tn 
tilty or groſsneſs of the Parts of Matter no po 
way contributes to, or detracts from their Pow- W 
er of thinking; the ſubtilizing, for Inſtance, W th. 
of a Cubic foot of Marble into never ſo mi- fo 
nute Principles, brings it no nearer to 2. iN g 


Wn, 
"0 


a * et Au; 
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nches, or Cubic Lmes; if it has no ca- 
pacity of thinking of it ſelf, without any re- 
* Word to its Magnitude or Minuteneſs. This is 
* 1 evident, that it ought to be afſum'd ; how- 
t Wer to thoſe who are extremely difficult of 
iffent, it may be thus prov'd. I have made it 
dear, that Matter as ſuch, as far as we know 
» Wit, can't hin; but the leaſt Atom in Nature 
13 as perfectly Matter under this Conſideration, 
or as merely Matter, as any aſſignable Quantity 
15 of whatever Extent; therefore if all Matter 


tenſion to this Attribute as the greateſt Maſs ; 
and if Matter as ſuch can't think, then the moſt 


179 
1 patty of thinking than the dividing it into Cu- 
bic 


think as ſuch, the leaſt Atom has the ſame pre- 


77 Minute Particle has no more pretenſions to the 
7 Power of thinking than any the greater parte 
%½ or the whole material Univerſe taken to- 
„ether: The ſame may be ſaid for the infinite 
17 intermediate Magnitudes tw ixt the Ieaſt con- 
ceivable, and the greateſt quantity of Matter 
at.: in the whole World ; they are all equally per- 
1 ſell Matter, and as ſuch the ſame ; and as the 
. ſame muſt have the ſame pretenſions to the 
> Wl fame Propertys; and if any one Portion of 
kb. Matter as ſuch has none, neither can any of 
ke reſt have any pretenſions at all to any 
10 power or Attribute aſſignable: And inaſmuch 
as Matter as fuchcan't think, conſequently, all 
nes the parts of Matter being in this reſpect per- 
m fecly the ſame, and of the ſame Nature, the 
17 greateſt can no more think than the leaſt, nor 


N 2 the 
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the leaſt than the greateſt; nay, the great 
can't be brought to a capacity of thinking h, 


whatever ſibtilization; inaſmuch as after what- 


ever ſubtilization they continue perfect Mat- 
ter ſtill, and conſequently as ſuch utterly in. 


capable of the Power of thinking. Magnitude 
or Minuteneſs manifeſtly add no real Quality 
to, nor detract any real Power, or inherent 


Attribute from any Portion of Matter in Na- 
ture, inaſmuch as the moſt Minute Atom is as 
completely Matter, as to any real Primary 
Propertys inherent in Matter, as the whole 
Globe of our Earth; and vice verſ2 ; and con- 
ſequently, as to its Capacity of thinking in a 
determinate Motion, *tis all one whether the 
ingredieut Parts compoſing a Syſtem of Mat- 
ter are as groſs as pollible, or as minute and 
fine as they can be wrought by the ſupreme 
Artificer : For if Matter as ſuch can't think, 


then as all Matter muſt be of ſome magnitude 
or minuteneſs or other, whatever be its mg 


nitude or mintencſs, ſtill tis no nearer think- 


ing, as its being incapable of thinking as ſuch 
holds, in whatever degree of 1 e, or Mis 


maeneſs it may happen to be. Secondly, That 
the determinate Figures of any Bodys, or parts 
of Bodys whatever, no more contribute to, or 


detract from their Ability to think; than the 


contrary, or any other Figures of the ſame, 
or different Bodys contribute to, or detri 


from their Capacity of admitting the ſame At- 


tribute: That is, that no determinate Figure 


of 
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of the Particles conſtituting any Syſtem of 
Matter contributes in any meaſure to, or de- 
tracts any way from its Capacity of being in- 
reſted with the Power of thinking. I his alſo 
is capable of being eaſily prov'd : For if Mat- 
ter as ſuch, as far as we know it, can't think ʒ 
then no determinate Portion of it, as it is e- 
qually Matter, can be inveſted with this At- 
tribute; but every determinate Portion of 
Matter, tho' as Matter, as far as we know it, 
it can't think, is of neceſſity of ſome Figure or 
other ; therefore be the Figure of any deter- 
minate Portion of Matter what it will, it is 
never the nearer to a Power of thinking : And 
this holding univerſally, be the Portion or Par- 
ticle aſlign'd, or be the Particles of which any 
Syſtem of Matter is compos'd, of what Figures 
you will; conſequently tis evident, that the 
Figure or Figures of the Particles compoſing a 
Syſtem of Matter, be they what they will, 
and as various as have been, or thall-be found 
out by the moſt inquiſitive Geometricians, no 
way contribute to the capacitating of that Sy- 
ſtem for a Power of thinking. I take this Me- 
thod of arguing to be no leſs than Demon- 
ſtrative in theſe Caſzs ; inaſmuch as Magnitude 
and Figure are not real Attributes of Matter, 


| but only extraneous Conſequences of its being 


extended and ſolid, and of a finite Nature If 
Matter therefore can't think as it is extended 
ard ſolid, none of the Conſequences of its 
fnite Extenſion and Solidity can bring it the 

A nearer 
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nearer to a Power of thinking; otherwiſe that 
would be to be met with in the Conſequen, 
which is not to be faund in the Antecedent . 


and there wou'd be more in the Efect than the 
ſole Cauſe of that Eflect cou d give it. Which 


is utterly impoſſible, as eaſily reducible to x 
complete Contradiction. Whereas therefore 
it may not be good arguing to ſay, that inaſ. 
much as Matter as ſuch, as far as we know it, 
can't think, or as 1t 1s an extended, ſolid and 
movable Subſtance, therefore ſeveral unknown 
Attributes of Matter may not inveſt it with 2 
Power of thinking, becauſe it may have ſeve- 


Tal unknown Attributes no way depending upon 


its Mobility, Solidity and Extenſion ; and con- 
ſequently that may not at all hold as to the 


former, which is valid in the Caſe of the la 


ter. It muſt hold that what can no way de- 
pend upon, or reſult from any Attributes, cant 
depend upon, or flow from any neceſſary Con- 
ſequences of thoſe Attributes: And conle- 


_—_— as Matter can't think as it 1s an ex- 


tended and ſolid Subſtance, the Magnitude or 


 Minuteneſs, or Figure of any parts of Matter 


can't any way contribute to its Power of think. 
ing, inaſmuch as they depend immediately up- 
on, and flow neceſſarily from its Solidity and 
finite Extenſion ; and as it is prov'd incapable 


of thinking as it is extended and ſolid ; it is 


pro d at the ſame time, (as Magnitude and Fi. 
gure neceſſarily flow from its Extenſion and 


Solidity,) incapable of thinking, however great 


Modern Deiſm Con futed. 
at or [1a]! be its Magnitude, and whatever be its 
Hgure. Thirdly, As neither the Minureneſs 
wr Figure of the Particles compoſing any 
he Wl Syſtem of Matter contribute any thing to, or 
> detract any thing from its Capacity of rhinking z 
a ſo Mn, as ſuch, is not Tho ught ; neither is 
re any particular kind or Spectes of Motion 2s. 
if- Ml ach, productive of, or any way convertible 
it, Naith a Power of Thinking. For were Motion, 
nd s ſuch, Thought, then where-ever there is 
un Motion there wou'dbe Thonght, and as there is 
2 ſcarce any Point in the viſible Univerſe where- 
e- in there is no Motion, upon th's Suppoſition 
on the whole Expanſum wou d be every where 
n- fill'd with Thought. As there are no Bodys 
he aſſignable in which there are not more or leſs 
. Particles in inteſtin Motions, conſequently 
le- every Body in all Nature muſt have infinite 
Thmghts diſpers d thro' all the Pores of the 
Maſs of Matter it is compos'd of: And infinite 
extravagant Conſequences of theſe Natures muſt 
attend the Suppoſition, that Motion as ſuch is 
Thought. And to ſay thatdeterminate Kinds 
or Species of Motions may be in themſelves 
roductive of, or convertible with a Per f 
linking, tho Motion, as ſuch, neither is nor 
can be Thought, labours under no leſs palpa- 
ble Abſurditys: For all manner of Motions, as 
Motions, are the ſame, as all manner of Geo- 
metrical contine'd Quaniitys, as extended, are 
intirely of the ſame Nature; tis true as Geo- 
metrical continu'd Quantitys are differently 
Ny limited 
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The firſt Principles of 
limited, they have different Propertys, but 
their reſpective limitations don't at all change 
the Nature of their Extenſion, as ſuch ; an 
tis farther true, that different kinds of Motion 
produce or generate Extenſions differently li- 
mited ; but then the intrinſic Nature of il 
Mtions, as Motions, is the ſame; and conſe. 
quently if Motion, as ſuch, is not Thought, if 
any thing relating to Motion, is, cr can be, 
then the determinate limitations of ſome Specie 
of Motions muſt be Thought ; but the deter- 
minate limitation of any Species of Motion 
whatever is either a Point, or ſome one Lin 
either of a gcometrical or irregular Nature: 
Now a Point is really nothing ; and to mak 
Lines of whatever Natures convertible with 
Thoughts, is to aſcribe to Thoughts all th 
Geometrical Propertys which thoſe Lines ar 
inveſted with; naß; and to make pure Spar: 
_ every where capable of Thinking, becauſe Po. 
any kind of Line may be drawn in any com- h. 
petent part of Space. Thus is it evident, He 
that neither Motion in general, nor any pe-Wof 
culiar Kinds or Species of Motions are, as ſuch Lb 
Thong ht; or in themſelves productive of, orb 
themſelves capable of being convertible with: 
Power of Thinking. And this with the tw 
foregoing, equally demonſtrated, Particulan 
being admitted, it will be eaſy to demonſtrats, 
within a ſhort compals, That no S "ſtem of 22 
tended, ſolid and movable Subſtances, hm 
ever accurately ſubtilig d, and after what nit 
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manner compounded together, whoſe Parts cone 
ſituent are of whatever Sizes and Figures, 
nl and in whatever inteſtin Motions and Agitations 
on; Ml can poſibly think. | 


— — 


1 F. 5s. For if there is nothing of Thonghe, gane, 


li ror any thing like 4 Capacity of Thin ig, ei- go; Think. 
2 


fe. WM ther in Matter as it is extended, movable and 
i l, or in any particular Minweneſſes and Fi- 
be cure of any Particles of Matter; or in Motion 
tie I in general, or any determinable Species of Mo- 
ter tion, whatever, or in any of theſe ſeparately ; 
tion then they can't poſſibly produce any ſuch thing 
Linas Thonght in whatever Compoſuions : For no- 
thing can give what it has not; neither can a- 
ny thing produce, or cauſe to be produc d, 
what is out of its Power ; whereas cou'd the 
Extenſion and Solidity, Size, and Figure, and 
Wtion of the Particles of a Syſtem of Matter, 
all theſe in Compoſition, give to that Ye a 
Power of Thinking, they muſt give what they 
have not; and produce what is evidently aut 
of their Power, I have demonſtrated that none 
of em can contribute to the Production of 
ſuch WI [hought ſeparately ; but the Powers of em all 
or din Compaſition muſt and can be no other than 
1th Ake Aggregate or Sum of their ſeparatePowers; 
: twoland the Power reſulting from the Aggregate 
culanWor Sum of theſe Powers mult be of the Nature 
of the ſeparate ingredients, and can't bè other- 
Wiſe ; otherwiſe the whole. muſt not be equal to 
bow all its Parts taken together: And if the Cam- 
ir nies Power reſulting from the Compalition we 


arg 


186 The firſt Principles of 
are conſidering, is neceſſarily of a Nature Con- 
| pounded of the Natures of the ſeparate in. 
ients, then it can't produce or effect an 
thing of a Nature quite different from al 
_ thoſe Powers, without giving what it has not, 
or producing what is out of its Power ; but the 
Power of Thinking is, as I have ſhewn, of 3 
Nature quite different from all thoſe Power, 
or what each of thoſe Powers ſeparately cant 
produce; therefore as their Compound Power i 
nothing but the reſult of the Aggregate of their 
ſeparate Powers, and a Power in the Complex 
is neceſſarily of the ſame intrinſic Nature with 
all their ſeparate Powers taken together ; 
Thouzht can't be the reſult of Extenſion and 
Solidity, Size, Figure, and Motion, in what- 
ever Compoſition, or of a Power reſulting from 
the Compoſition of all their ſeparate Power, 
unleſs ſomething can give what it bas not; or a 
Compound Power may have 1 than is 
given it by all the ſeparate ingre 
taken 1 ; and conſequently, in oppoſi. 
tion to the firſt and moſt manifeſt Geometrical 
Axiom, the whole may be greater than all it 
Parte. Now that this Ariom is true, it wont 
be deny d; and that nothing can give what i 
has not, every one muſt as neceſſarily grant: 
Which being aſſum d, what I contend for is e- 
vident, that no Syſtem of extended ſolid Sub- 
ſtance, whoſe Parts conſtituent, are of whit- 
ever Sizes and Figures, and in whatever i- 
teſtin Motions and Agitations,can think; or = 
Þ RS 


tent T Mer. 
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the Powers of all theſe Components can't 
noduce in the Aggregate a Power of Think- 


may be ſaid, created Matter extende4 and ſo- 
hd; or gave Solidity and Extenſion to that 
which was not, before he call'd it by his Om- 
nipotent Fiat out of antecedent Emptineſs and 


who own a Gop, that He who Communica- 
of the like Nature in himfelf ; which to 
ame Vileneſs with the Deity of Spinoza, who 
gives that holy Name to a Being of compa- 
tively no Perfection at all: Gop made 


lle of infinitely various Forms; and Variable, 
— Gegnerable 
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. 56. But here I expect two Objections Fr: 88 
inſt what J have offer d: Firſt, That it i 
does not follow that becauſe Minuteneſt of ganſt bat 


for ultimately depends. Gop Almighty, it 


Nothing : And yet it won't be faid by any 
ted theſe Attributes to Matter has any thing 


conceive of the 6 . were to debaſe him to the 


Matter alſo Diviſible and Corruptible, ſuſcepti- 


Aionspro» 


The fir P rinciples of f 
Generable and Corruptible, after infinite ways, 
and in infinitely different Manners ; but in 
all theſe Caſes, either he gave what he hadny, 
or he is Diviſible as well as Matter, nay, and 
Chanzeable, Generable, and Rane too; 
which to ſuppoſe is to ſtrike at the Root of M 
the primary Attributes of the Deity ; and to 
bring him, in reſpect of his Nature, upon the 
{ame level with the Vileſt of his Creatures, 
He made every thing Finite ; here therefore 
he either gave what he had not, or he has E. 


niteneſs 1n himſelf ; Which to ſuppoſe of: Min 
Being who is in all reſpects Infinite, becauſe ne- lot 
ceſſarily exiſtent, ſeems to have all the requilites 


of a flat Contradiction: All the Perfections allo 
which he communicated to his Creatures are of 
4 limited Nature; either therefore in theſe Ca- 
ſez he Communicated to others what he has 
not in himſelf, or he is a Go p and no Gop 
at the ſame time; a God, as the Creator of 
all Things; and no Goo at all, as he is not 
a Being of Infinite Perfections, but all his Per- 
fections are Finite and Limited. Thus, fay 
they, is it evident that Something may give 
7eþat it has not. And conſequently, notwith: 
{tanding this Axiom alledg'd, ſome determl: 
nate Motions may produce in Extenſion and S. 
lidity, under ſuch and ſuch peculiar Moditicr 
tions of the Minuteneſs and Configuration of 
the Parts of a Material. Syſkem, a Power of 
Thinking. It may be Objected, Szcondly, That Wu i 
it by no means follows, that eraſe Eran 

—_ .. Solidihj. 


Modern Deiſm Confuted. 
Glility, Mi mit ene ſa, and Configuration of Parts, 
nd Motion, have no Power of Thinking, or 
noducing the Power of Thought when ſepa- 
xely conſider'd ; therefore from the Powers 
em all duly United, a Complex Power may 
not reſult productive of the Power of Thought - 


of Mnaſmuch as a Power may reſult from the Com- 
to Wination of a Sert of Powers of a quite diffe- 
he Went Nature from any of the ingredient Powers 


onfider'd ſeparately, or all taken in the Lump. 
Matter, ſay they, of ſuch a Frame, Texture, 
and Poſition of Parts, of ſuch a determinate 
Minuteneſs and Figure, and in ſuch and ſuch 


ne- Wotions, Cc. produces Light ; which is ſome- 
tes Wing quite different in Nature from what is 
allo Wn the Power of Matter or Motion, or of 
e of Wrame, Texture, or Poſition, or Minuteneſs 


has Ne find a Power of producing it reſult from 
00 the Powers of em all in Compoſition : The 


and Configuration of Parts ſeparately ; and yet 


me may be ſaid for Heat and Colours, which 


ne Effects of quite different Natures from any 

Per- hing to be met with in the ingredient Cauſes 
lay Weparately confider'd ; and conſequently muſt 
giue be the reſult of a Power of a quite different 
th: Nature from the ſeparate Powers of thoſe in- 
rm! Wredients, reſulting nevertheleſs from thoſe 
d SW overs in Ge er Matter of ſuch a 
tic Hexture, and Fram d, and Modify'd after ſuch 
n ol determinate manner, in ſuch and ſuch Vi- 
r 0! Writing or Undulat ing Motions, produces Sounds 
—— u infinite Beautiful Diverſitys; notwithſtand- 
7 10. -F | 
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ing there is no ſuch thing as a Power of pro- 


The firt Principles ox 


duc ing Sound in any of the ingredients o the 


Compound which produces it in a State of 
Separation: All the Varietys of T/ts to be 
met with in Nature, all Smells whatever, hoy. 
ever differently fragrant or diſagreeable, reſult 


from Matter and Motion in Compoſition 5 from 


Matter ſo and ſo. Modify'd, of ſuch and ſuch 
determinate Minuteneſs or Groſsneſs of Parts 
and of ſuch and ſuch determinate Figur: 


Textures, ec, in ſuch and ſuch Inteſtin Mo. 


tions- and Agitations ; notwithſtanding ther 


is not in any of the ſeparate ingredient Cauſe; 


of theſe Efe&#s, any thing of the like Natur 
with what,when they areCompounded together, 
they acquire a Power of Producing: Severi 
Fluids tho' ſeparately Cold produce extreme 
Heat in Compoſition; and others ſeparately in. 


different as to Heat or Cold produce Cold, 


when Compounded, in the greateſt Intenſench, 


In a word, all the ſecondary or ſpecific Proper-i 


tys of Bodys reſult from determinate Setts of 
ſimple Powers in Combination; tho* in nom 


of the ſimple ingredient Powers is there often 


any thing of the like Nature with the Property 


reſulting from the ſimple Powers in Compo 
ſition. So far, ſay they, is it from being true, 
that no Power can reſult from the Combination 


of a Sert of Powers of a quite different Natur 


from any of thoſe Powers ſeparately, or 
"em all as conſider d in the Aggregate. c 
two Objections remov'd will, | take - — 
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zuration of Parts, and Motion in whatever 
ompoſit ion, cant . produce in any Syſtem 
f Matter whatever, a Power of Thinking. 


t has not, but what can create ſomething out 


are concern'd ; and conſequently, in the Caſe 


ling what is objected, unexceptionably true. 
ay, whatever Being can Create ſomething 


dad not before it gave it, otherwiſe if it had 
It before Formally and Numerically, there had 
deen no Creation; 15 what it gives it has in 
it ſelf either formally in kind, tho not Nu- 


that is, it has an innate Power of giving it: 
Thus, tho! Gop Almighty is ſo far from 
having Solidity and ae ah of Parts as 
0 have no Parts, properly ſpeaking, at 
bringing Things into; Being which have, 
Ir the Viſible World was not the Work of his 


zin Ends; the contrary to which is demonſtra- 


ble, and has been demonſtrated over and over 
an in all Ages, by Multitudes of Learned 
Men: The Modus, indeed, how Gon. Al- 


ont of nothing, tho it give ſomething which ĩt 


ul; yet either he has an innate Power of 


> 
That Extenſion, Solidity, Minuteneſs and Con-. © 


F. 57. And Firf, as to the former; it does wotbing 


t thence follow that any thing can give what give 
. what 's bas 

, | . # not bu: 
f nothing: So that the Axiom I lay down wb s 

41 y 1 create | 
emains unaffected, where only Finite Powers ks 
| m— 0 a our of no- 
in which I apply it, it continues, notwithſtan- ibing 


rically, or eminenter, as the Schools ſpeak ; 


nighty made the World, and calbd every 


Crea- 
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Great Creator, and bring Things out of nc 


tis Self-evident, that Nothing can give wha 


Generable and Corruptible with reſet to it 


tale Notice of em here, becauſe as far as the 


can give what he has not Formally and Numer 


| erg inaſmuch as in this Caſe, there 


quently no Finite Power can give what it ha 


can have in himſelf. either formaliter, or en 


fo far from having given what he has not, 


The fr Principles of | 


Creature that is out of Antecedent Nothing 
we ſhort-ſighted Mortals can no more compre 
hend than we can follow the Example of 


thing our ſelves ; But then granting that; 
Being of Infinite Power and other Perfection 
which can produce ſomething out of nothing 


cally in himſelf ; does this any way affect thy 
Axiom I contend for in the Caſes of Fir 
Powers 2 No ſuch Matter. On the contrary 


it has not but what can create ſomething out df 


manifeſtly an actual Creation; and conſe 
not, as no Finite Power can Create ; whid 
is all I want ; the Powers to which I apph 
this Axiom being all Finite. As to the other 
Inſtances in the Objection I have now Anſwer! 
that Gop Created Matter Diviſible, Finite 


Secondary Powers and Propertys, Gc. none 
which Qualitys a. Being of Infinite Perfeftia 


nenter or any way at all: Tho' I an't oblig dt 


can be conceiv*'d to contribute to the Streng 
of the Obje&ion, they are Anſwer'd already 
Yet thus much I ſhall obſerve at preſent wil 
Relation to em; that in theſe Caſes G 0p ! 
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| to have given nothing at all; fo that they are 

by no means proper Inſtances in favour. of the 
Objefion before us ; or any way in the leaſt 
Acting the Axiom I depend upon. For Di- 
uſbility, Finiteneſs, Generability, Corruptibility. 
of Fug Gc. are nothing poſitive ; bur. 
only Negations in Matter of the contrary Per- 
fections; which neceſſarily adhere all to ſome, 
and ſome to all things created; which as Ce 
tyres cou'd be no more | than their Creator Was 
willing to make em, and as to any Perfection 
farther than what he gave em are abſolutely 
nothing: And when we aſcribe theſe Quali- 
tys to Matter, we really thereby ſignify no more 
than that in reſpe& of the contrary Perfections 
it comes ſhort of more perfe& Beings ; or has 
not all the Perfections which wow'd preſerve it 
rom) being Diviſible, Finite, Generable, Cor 
ruptible, or otherwiſe Mutable, &c. therefore 
theſe Imperfections of Matter are nothing gi- 
ven it by Go»; but only the bare Conſe- 
res of his having created it no more per- 
ect than it is. And conſequently they can't 
in any reſpe& affect the Axiom I depend 
upon : Inaſmuch as in theſe ; Caſes Gop 
is ſo far from having given what he has 
nr, as in reallity to have given nothing at 
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| No Power F. 58. As to the Second Objection, no- 


ta reſult 


thing can be more evident than that the whole 


mo * if aon fiſt of and be equal to, and can conſiſt of 


rien / no more nor be greater than, all its Parts ta- 
4 of ken together 4 and this does not only neceſſa- 
4 differews rily hold in Quantitys, but as neceſſarily in 


fue Powers : For as, to ſuppoſe the whole, in 


ue. Quantitys, greater than all its Parts taken to- 
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rateIngre- gether, is to ſuppoſe the whole greater than it 
Gems. ſelf, the very Suppoſition of which is a groſs 


Contradi&ion ; ſo to ſuppoſe a Power reſulting - 


from the Combination of a Sett of Powers, of 
a different intrinſic Nature from all or any of 
the combin'd Powers, or having ſomethi 
in its Nature beyond what the Natures of thoſe 
combin'd Powers cou d immediately furniſh it 
with, is in Effect the ſame ; and to ſuppoſe ſome- 
thing capable of proceeding without any Cauſe, 
out of nothing;whichis eaſily reducible to a flat 
Contradiction alſo : But they who conceive 
Extenſion and Solidity, Minuteneſs and Figure, 
and Motion, with their Powers, in whatever 
Combinations capable of Thinking ; or that a 
Power of Thinking may reſult from the Pow- 
ers they are furniſh'd with, in Compoſtiun; 
muſt conceive at the ſame time a Power reſul- 
ting from the Combination of a Sett of Pore- 
ers having that in its Nature which the Sett of 
Powers aſſign d can't furniſh it with; as I have 
prov d, in ſhewing that Extenſion and Solidiyy, 
 Minuteneſs of Parts, Figure and Motion, have 
ſeparately no Power of this Nature at all ; hs 
| do 


\ 
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conſequently to conceive this, is to conceive 
ſomething proceeding without any Cauſe out of 
nothing: whence tis plain, that not only the 
Principle here obje&ed againſt, which I proceed 
upon, but the Doctrin which I build upon it, 
can't be deny'd to be true by any but thoſe - 
who have got a Faculty of reconciling Con- 
traditions. And as to what ſeems to be a Dif- 
ficulty againſt this Principle, in the ſecondary 
Qualitys of Bodys, it ſignifys nothing at all; 
unleſs it can be prov'd that there is nothing 
Real of the Nature of theſe Qualitys in Bodys 
themſelves, and yet that Matter of ſuch Mi- 
witeneſſes and Figures, and in ſuch Mytions, 
Oc. is the Phyſical Cauſe efficiem of Heat, 
and Light, and Colours, Sounds, and Smells, 
| and Taſts, and all the infinitely different Sen- 
fble Propertys of Things as they appear to us 
in our Senſations - If this can be -prov'd, it 
muſt be granted, that 2 Power may reſult from 
the Combination of. a Sett of Powers of a diffe- 
rent Nature from that of any or all the ingredi- 
ent Simple Powers, But who has ever ſo much 
| as eee to prove this, or any thing of this 
Nature ? Indeed it is generally granted, that 
there is nothing in Bodys Phyſically Analo- 
gous to the Senſations we have of their Szcon- 
dary Qualitys ; and the Truth of this Doctrin 
ſeems to be Founded upon Sound Reaſoning 
from unceptiohable Experiments ; but then 
was it ever provd that Magnitude, Figure, 
Texture of Parts, Motion, &c. are the real 
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Phyſical efficient Cauſes of the Senſible Proper. 
tys of Things? That Heat, according to our 
Senſation of it, is the Phyſical Effect of theſe 
Principles ; orthat Lightand Colours, Smells, 
and Taſts, &c. proceed from the ſame as their 
real: Mechanical Cauſes 2 No ſuch Matter. Nei- 
ther (as we evidently ſee) is this capable of 


being prov d, unleſs contradictorys can be re- 
concil'd. On the contrary, Heat, and Light, 


and Colours, and all other what we call Se- 


condary Qualitys of Bodys, as they are look'd 


upon as nothing real in the Bodys, but only 


the reſults of the Operations of Bodys upon 
our Souls, ſo they are not eſteemed the Ply- 
cal Effects of thoſe Operations by the beſt 


Philoſophers; but ſich Effects as are order d 
by Goo: Almighty to be excited in us upon 
the Actions of External Objects, not efficaciouſly 
as to the Objects and their Powers, but Arbi- 
trariouſiy with reſpect to the Appointment of 
Go d, and purely Occaſionally as to what the 
Objects themſelves have to do in their Produ 
ction: He having ſo order'd it, that upon the 
Operative Preſence of ſuch and ſuch Objeds, 
ſuch and ſuch Senſations ſhou'd be occaſion d in 
us ;, as we do Arbitrariouſly affix determinate 


Sounds to determinate Ideas, and make the 
former the Occaſional Cauſes of the occurring 


of the later at any time to our Minds; in the 


Compoſition and Application of Languages : 


And as we make determinate 78 occaſion 
in us the Ideas of Geometrical Quantitys in 
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our Analytical Inveſtigations. Now as theſe 


Sounds and Symbols are thus only the Arhitra- 
riouſly Occaſianal Cauſes of the Preſence of our: 
Ideas 3 from their exciting Ideas in us, to which 
themſelves have no imaginable likelyhood, it 
can by no means be inferr'd, that a Cauſe can 
produce EFe#s of a Nature quite different from 


any thing contain d in it ſelf ; becauſe they do 


not produce the Effects Aſſign d of themſelves ; 


but w_ upon our own Appointments, give 
; 


us occaſion to Reflect upon and take em into 
Conſiderat ion. And in like manner as the de- 
terminate Minuteneſſ-s, and Figures, and Mo- 
tions of the Speciſic Principles of Bodys, with 


their Pore ra, are but the Arbitrariouſſy Occa- 


ſonal Cauſes of our Senſatiom, which Go » 


may vary at Pleaſure, and make this or that 


Mint. dene of Parts, Figure, Texture, Motion, 
Ge. with their Powers, occaſion in us quite 


different Senſations from what they do now, if 


he ſo thinks fit ; from their accaſioning Senſa- 


tion in us to which nothing in the Bodys them 


ſelves or their Powers has any imaginable Si- 


militude or Relation, it can no more be inferr d, 
that 2 Compoſit ion of Powers can produce Ef 
fets which are out of thePower,and of @ quite 
different Nature from the Powers of all or a- 
2515 ſeparate ingredients; and thence that 2 
Power may reſult from the Combination of a Sett 
of Powers of 4 1 from that of . 
imples : Becaule the 
Specific Powers of Bodys raiſe not the Senſati- 


ny or all the ingredient 


O03 "5 


. 


* "———_— 
on 
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& 
. 

' 

i 
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ons which anſwer em in us N proper 
Efficacy, under ſuch and ſuch Combinations; 
but only upon the arbitrary Conſtitution and 
\ppointment of G op Almighty, the Senſz. 
tions aſlign'd are occaſjon'd by their Preſence 
and Operations. Thus is the ſecond Objecti- 
on remov'd ; and what I contend for, I thin 
| clearly and unexceptionably eſtabliſn d. 
Senſation F. 39. If any will farther ſay, or be ſo 
ior no Wanting to themſelves as to aſſert with Mr, 
ſeme Hobbes, that Senſation is nothing but a Phan- 
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il __ ih taſm reſulting from the Renitency of the 


es or 


' Impreſſions Brain, or Heart, to the preſſure of the Rays, 


which are reflected upon our Organs by Exter- 


made 
| hoy fron nal Objects, and thro them convey-the Images 
0bje8s up- of Objects to the common Seat of Intelligence, 


= he gt which ſtriking there make an Impreſſion, and 
Brain. Cauſe a Reſilition or Repercuſſion of the Parts 
ſtruck upon, which Reſilition or Repercyſſton 


making an Image or Phantaſin; that Image or 


Phantaſm is Senſation, and that not only the 


bare AF but the conſcious Perception of it. 
All that need be anſwer'd, is, that ſaying is 
not proving in any Caſe at all; much leſs in 
the Caſe before us, where what is {aid is di- 
rectly contrary to what is unexceptionably de- 


monſtrated: I have prov'd already ſufficiently, 


that Matter in motion can't think, let it 
ſuppos'd in whatever Circumſtances as to Mi- 
mueneſs and Configuration of Parts, inteſtin 
Agitation, &c. if we mean no more by Mat- 
ter, than what we know it to be by „ 
1 55 a . eas 
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Ideas, an extended, ſolid and movable Sub- | 
ſtance ; and no farther can either Mr. Hobbes 

or any Body elſe ſay any thing, with direct 

Proof for what they ſay, about any of its real 

Powers at all, much leſs in favour of its Ca- 

pacity of thinking : But tis evident, that the 

Images or he og gar aſſign d, are the ſole re- 

ſult or product extended, ſolid and movable 

Subſtance, in ſuch and ſuch Circumſtances, as 

to Mimteneſs and Configuration of Parts, and 

in ſuch and ſuch Motions ;, and conſequently 
tis clear, that they can't by any means poſh- 
bly be what Mr. Hobbes wou'd have 'em, the 
ſame as Senſation, or Perception, or Thought. 
What he ſays therefore under this Head, ha- 
ving no leſs than Demonſtration to oppoſe it, 
it may be ſafely paſs d by: And what I have 
hitherto offer d, may ſuffice to prove, that Mat- 
ter, as far as we know it, in whatever Circum- 
ſtances, as to Minuteneſs and Configuration of 
Parts, and in whatever aſſignable inteſtin Mo- 
tions, won't admit of the rt of the three 
Attributes of thinking Subſtances aſſign d; or 
that all the Powers of Extenſion, Solidity, Mi- 
miteneſs and Figure, and whatever poſſible Spe- 
cies of Motions in combination, cant inveſt any 
* of Matter in all Nature with a Power of 
—_ e . 


EYES FTA =o X 


Subſtan- 
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| Manner in F. 60. What I have farther to offer upon 
en ad. this Head, will be diſpatch d in a few Words: 
mir of the For as to Self motion, tis evident, that Marte 
7 in Motion can't be inveſted with this Attribute 
Powers of ally more than Matter at reſt can, for the Rez. 
lining ſons aſſign d againſt Matter at reſt being ca. 
cer, Selfe Pable of it: For Jet any given Portion af 
motion an Matter be put into motion, and ſuppos d after. 
Refie ion. uyards capable of moving it ſelf by an innate 
Power or Principle of S#//-motion; and then 
from what has been heretofore prov'd, tis 
evident that no extraneons finite Agent con'd 
either ſtop that voluntary motion, or change its 
direction; let that Power of .Self-motion be 
either in any one direction at all times, or 4. 
cording to different arbitrarious directions at 
different times: Which, as it is infinite con- 
trary to Matter of Fact, conſequently to ſuy- 
pole Marter in motion capable of being inveſt 
ed with a Power of Self-motion, is infiniteh 
' abſurd. Beſides, that as Matten as ſuch cant 
move it ſelf, tis impoſſible that a mere paſſiue 
Mobility put in execution, for ſuch is all ma- 
terial Motion which is communicated to it by 
erxtraneous Impreſſion, ſhou d inveſt it with an 
actual poſnive Power of Self. motion "Tis 1 
Catholic Law of Nature, that every Body per- 
 ſeveres neceſſarily in its State of reſt, or nu- 


ving uniformly along in a direct Line, unleſs i 


is compell d to change its State of reſt, or nu. 
tion by 4 new 1 extraneouſly acting upm 
it; Upon this Law all the Laws of Metin 
EY wes e 


Pd 
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and Mechanics, which are deduc d and demon- 
ſtrated 4 priori, are primarily built; and the 
truth of it is hence prov'd, that the demon- 
ſtrated Laws of Motion and Mechanics, which 
proceed upon it, are adzquately conſonant to 
Matter of Fact, when put to the experiment. 
And if this Law is true, then it is abſolutely 
paſſeve in its ſelf as to the State it is in; if it 
is at reſt, it is purely paſſiue in being put in- 
to motion, and when it is in motion it is 
purely paſſive in ceaſing to move; and when, 
any mot ion is extraneouſſy communicated to 
it, tho the commurncant Power may be active, 
yet its reception of that impreſſion proceeds 
from its prey Nature; and it is at all times 
merely paſſive, as to the contnwation of the 
motion thence communicated to it: Now how 
a Power of motion, tho it may be a poſitive 
Power in the Communicant, which Matter re- 
ceives paſſtvely, and to the continuation or ceſ- 
ſation of which it is as paſſrve as to its firſt 
reception; that is, how a merely paſſive Power 
can inveſt it with an a&ive 3 Pomer of 
Self motion, it muſt be impoſſible to be con- 
cely'd, till an Effect can be conceiv'd capable 
of containing more in it than its ſole Cauſe can 
give it: That is, till. ſometbing can be con- 
ceiv d to ariſe of it ſelf out of nothing : Which 
will never be capable of being conceiv'd till 
it can be ſhewn, that abſolute Contradictions 
will admit of a Reconciliation. As to a Power 
of reflection, or ating upon it ſelf, tis evi- 
dent, that Matter in motion is no more regu: | 
: 8 | 2 


* 


41d Pon ję ſelf, or ac upon it elf. either as it is ex- 


48 fo © gs ſuch, or in whatever Circumſtances, as to 
Judges of 


ne movable and ſolid Subſtance in any determinat 


20 The fir Principles of 
ble of it than Matter at reſt; inaſmuch vl 
the former is no more capable of being in 
two or more places at the ſame time than 
the later: And yet in order to render Mg. 
ter in whatever Circumſtances, (whether 


* 


of reſt or motion,) capable of acting upon i 
ſelf, it muſt be admitted capable 3 in 
two places at the ſame time, as I have hereto. 
fore r ag 3 4 
F. 61. Thus have I made it appear, that 
—_— Matter, as far as we know it, or as it is an 
Subſtonces, extended, ſolid and movable Subſtance, either Ml. 
we e of Menuteneſs and Configuration of Parts, or in 
»beir N&- Whatever Motions, can't be inveſted with the 


- 


wes rem three Attributes aſlign'd, which appertain to A 
2 thinking Subſtances; that it can't think, mov: . 


err, we of rended, movable and ſolid ; Or as it is extended, 


jun ine Syſtem, whoſe Parts conftituent- are of what. 
Nauſes. ver Sizes and Figures, and in whatever in- 

teſtin Motions and Agitation. Let Matter be Net 
capable of thinking as ſuch, and all Mar WW: 
muſt think; and if its Power of thinking flows ee 

from either its Extenſion, Solidity or Mobility 

ſeparately, or from em all, or any two of 

em in conjunction, every Particle of Matter, 

in the Univerſe muſt be a thinking conſciou | 

Subſtance; and Human Souls, for inſtance, 

tho they are conceiv'd never ſo ſubtile and 

fine Sy {tems of chinking Matter, muſt, as they 

are ſtill infinitely diviſible, and therein * 
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(> of infinite complete Portions of 


13 : ut 5 
43 ich of em ſeparat y be a collecti of an in- 
ice number of cbinking conſcious Beings, 
Ln Let Mater as ſuch be capable of moving. it 
he /; and all Marrer, as in this reſpect the 
» Mane, mult neceſſarily have a Power of Self- 
- in {notion 5 and it muſt as neceſſarily exert this 


Power as it is extended and ſolid, and the exe- 
tion of it can no more be ſuſpended by any 
extraneous finite Agent than its Extenſion, 
Slidity, &c. can be deſtroy d; but as it muſt 
always move it ſelf, its wy ey ce in what- 
ver directions won't be to be. ſtop'd, or any 
way alter d by any finite extraneous Power z 
ſo that we muſt be no more able to ſtop, or al- 
er the direction of any individual Body in 
motion, than to change the Nature and Powers 
f its Solidity and Extenſion, from which its 


led, Power of Self-morion is conceiv d neceſſarily 

nate Mo flow, Let Matter as ſuch be capable of 

hat- A ing up in it ſelf, and it muſt be poſſible. for 

in- Body to be in two places at the ſame time. 

be Let Minuieneſs ard Confeuraton of Parts ca- 

tte acitate Matter to think ; and, as they flow 

ows eceſfarily from Solidity and finite Extenſion, | 
erbat Powers they have they muſt receive from 
» of Wien 3 and conſequently A Power mult be 

e, ommunicated of a quite different Nature from 

ny thing to be met with in the Power of what 

nce, Mit i communicated by. Let: Motion as ſuch be 

and Tboughr, or productive of Thought ; and then 

they Nrhere ever there is Motion there muſt be 

con- 2 ; 5 „ 0 Thought ; 


i z ſuch a Species, and then will Lines he. 


' at the ſame time. Theſe are the immediate 
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ren bc bt, or productive of Thought, 2 


come convertible with Thoughts, and every 
part of pure Space will be capable of rhinking, 
as ſuch Lines as ſpecify the Motions productive 
of Thought may be drawn in it, Let er. 
tended and ſolid Subſtance in whatever Syſten, 
whoſe Parts conſtituent are of whatever Size: 
and Figures, and in whatever Species of 2 
ion amongſt themſelves, be capable of,chinking, 
or of inveſting the Syſtem aſſign d with 2 
Power of Thought ; and then will 2 Power 
reſult from the combination of a ſett of Power; 
of a quite different Nature from that all th 
fimple Powers in that ſett are 2 F pro. 
ducing. Let Matter in motion be capable of , 
moving it ſelf, and then will all Matter put . 
into motion have this Power, and conſequent- 
ly as ſoon as it is put into motion, it muſt af- 
terwards move it ſelf, and the direction of its 
Self-motion flowing from it ſelf, muſt not be 
alterable by any finite extraneous Power. And 
let Matter in motion be capable of act ing ww: 
it ſelf, and it muſt, as in the Caſe of Maus ,, 
at reſt, be capable alſo of being in two places 


neceſſary Conſequences of a Suppoſition, eitha IM. . 
that Matter as eb, as far as we know it, orf. 
that any determiriate Syſtem of extended ſolu... 
- Subſtance, whoſe Parts are of whatever S 
and HFgures, and in whatever Species of M. 
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n ES themſelves, can think, move. it. 
if, or act upon. is (af And as theſe Conſe- 
wences are impoſſible and abſurd, tis demon- 
ſratively evident, that, as far as ave ſee by 
mediate Ideas into the Nature and Powers 
f Matter in whatever Circumſtances, it cant 


linking Subſtances : And hence we have all 
the Reaſon in the World to conclude, that in- 


principal primary Attributes ofthinking Sub- 
ſtances, as far as it is known to us in its Na-. 
re and Capacitys by immediate Ideas, and . 
inaſmuch is none can prove from what we do 

not know of i its Nature and Powers, that it can 
admit of em at all; therefore: Matter and 
linking Subſtances are of intirely different in- 


Al- 
obiy appertain to 5 either as it is e- 
6 1 wn movable and ſold, or as it is of theſe or 


thoſe Mpnuctneſſes and e of Parts 
n whatever infinite, varietys of inteſtin Mo- 
ions ; neither have we any immed; ate ſenſible 
Lvidence of their. appertaining t to it: TH any 
therefore can proye that they arg to be met 
th amongſt its latent AttxiÞ ite and Powers, 
re mult conelude that they don t r to 
t at all ; and as this can new. ay; rov'd, we 
nay reſt Tatisfy'd by the ration Exide of 
hat is already offer d, that a8 rhe Attributes 
lign'd can't apperrin to Matter, they muſt 
a ee Re Tom appertain | 


oſibly admit of the primary Attributes of 


much as Matter can't poſſibly admit of tje 


fic Natures. As far as we fee into its Na- | 
ture, Thongs, Self motion and Reflection CAE - £064 
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appertain to ſomething of a different Nam 
from 4 this ſomerhing is what I cl 

thinking Subſtance ;” which from its known { 
tributes and Powers, I conclude to be of an i 
trinſic Efſerce and Nature, intirely differ 
from ag of Matter. | 
13S 3. Thus is the ſecond Particular. 

The third n 1d 221 the third Propoſition under ny 

Le ander . general Head comes to be conſider' 
rhe ſecond And that is this, that Tho' we may not hun 
67M Matter in the "utmoſt extent if its prin 
pox'd,with Attributes, yet we fo much of it frin 
| es oo the thoſe its Attributes which are within our reach 
lifts 0 4 , as inables us ab ſolutely to demonſtrate thi 
in order ro Matter and thinking Subſlances, are not th 
emove the ſame in oy inmoft Natures, but that they ali 


bi 
bz incompatibly and incommunicably different. Ai 


' Sgbronght this is the Head which the Modern Patrons ( 

Benn. Atheiſm and Materialiſm and Fatality, lod 

ftration, 2 as impoſſible to be ſtrictiy and uniexco 
onably d ; eſpecially by thol 

whe deny that we have any 0 the ih 

moſt Nantes of the Eſſences of Things. A 

we know not, ſay they, the Eſſences of eithe 

e or thinkin 7 ances, 5 cant Wil.» 

any means demon ate — to be of quite A, 

e Natures ;, but being utterly deſtitute e 

any Ideas at all of the inmoſ ature «7 i boi 

2 — of either, we mu 7) Abe up all Fr 

tenſions to a Capacity of diſproving the pol 

_ fbility that they ſhou'd be of the ſee 3 

ture and Eſſence * one wich the other. I! 

+ * , Yr 


* 


8 = 
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rnted, ſay they, by me, that we have no 
ie un WY OP inmoſt Nature of 
ee Subſtancæ or Eſſence of Matter; therefore 
e mult acknowledge, that we may be igno- 
nt of ſeveral of its Eſſential Attributes: As 
e come by our Acquaintance with ſuch its 
Attributes as we know by the information of 
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or Senſes ; ſo our Senſes do not, nor can aſ- 
of ſure us, that they give us a full Account of the 
(| 


rimary Attributes of Bodys: A Man that is 
Worn blind may as well and with as much pro- 
ability of Truth aſſert, That his four Senſes 
form him fully of all the ſpecific or ſecon- 
Wy Affections of Bodys, notwithſtanding he 
Ws not the leaſt notion of the moſt Beautiful 
Wunongſt em; to wit, Light and Colours in 
Will their amazingly glorious Diverſitys ; as we 
an pretend that our five let us into an Ac- 
Wequaintance with all the primary Attributes of 
material Subſtances. The fue Senſes we are 
+ unh'd with let us, we are ſure, into ſome 
of theſe Particulars ; and if we'were-furnith'd 
th /x, might not they let us into more; 
A might not ſaver or eight give us a much 
lager proſpe& of, and far deeper” inſight into 
the Number, Nature and Extent of the prima- 
Attributes, Powers and Aﬀe&ions of B. 
Ho vaſtly a Man born blind, if mi- 
W:xculoſly reſtor'd to his fight, is inlarg'd, in 
he acquirement of a Hab Senſe, in his Senti- 
ments of External Nature; none can conceive 
well as he upon whom Experiment * 
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inlarge our knowl 
tent, Attributes and Affections of Marter 2 


Matter of Fact wou'd be extravagant; an 


Intelligence than we, who are ſo ſtiff as to de- 
dclare Dogmatically that there can be no mot 


compar d it to the Sound ef a Trumpet: 


tor's good Pleaſure, as well have been furniſh 


ſuch S Propertys of 50. 


dys as we fr 


Sound of a Trumpet ſhou d he coi 


of the Subſtance ot primary Eſſence of Mat 
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be made: And might not the addition of a fi 
aud ſevemth to our five Senſes, proportionahj J 


, iy ud. 


edge of, and acquaint x 


with ſeveral now not thought of, becauſe L 


. 


And that we might, if it had been our Cre 


with Siæ or Seven as we are with fue Senſe 
none can deny upon any better Grounds than 
Man born Deaf and Blind has to deny, thy 
he cou'd pollily ha been furniſh'd with mor 


than three. This Man's conceit we ſee from 


conſequently ſo may their's be, in the Eyy 
of other Creatures who have more ways * 


S Drs. 2 


than five different ways of - Senſation : For it 

rouments they can alledge in defence ¶ c; 
ceir Opinion, there may be fifteen ſome when ¶ ſu 
inthe World; and all theſe, in the Being . 


poſſeſs'd of em, may have for their Objets 


m any or all our fue Senſes han 
no more Notions of, than the Blind Man had 
of Scarlet, who being ask d his Sence of i 


than a Man born Deaf wou d have of the 

compare it 0 
Sgarlet. Thus, ſay they, is it evident that 
if we are unacquainted with the innoſt Nature 


_ 


ter, we may he intirely ignorant of an un- 
ſpeakable Number of its primary Attributes ; 
and whereas our preſent five Senſes letus into 
the Knowledge of ſome, were we furniſh'd 
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with /x or ſeven Senſes, they wou d acquaint 


er us with a great many more, which we have 


rea. now no more ſen/ible intelligence of, becauſe 


i deſtitute of the Senſes which ſhou'd inform us 
ver of em, than a Man born blind has of Colours, 
or one born deaf has of all or any the 
tha wonderfully different Sounds which one poſ- 
non ſeſs d of that Senſe, is ſaluted with on all 
ron Hands from External Nature. Nay, had we. 


ani or ſeven S-nſes, they might ſhew-us ſuch 


ty 8 /7imary Attributes of Matter as we cant in 


our preſent Circumſtances, conceive it capable 


of being inveſted with; they might let us ſee 
it tbinling, tho we can now no more conceive 
it capable of that Attribute, than ablind Man 
can conceive how it is capable; under ſuch and 
har ſuch Modifications, of raiſing in us the Sen- 
ang [ztions of Light and Colours ; and they might 
yecsy let us ſee it in ſome Circumſtances, underſtan- 
bei ng and willing, moving it ſelf, and capable 
of Reflection; tho' now we ſee nothing of the 
Matter, becauſe deſtitute of thoſe Senſes which 
ou d 0 us information of theſe Particu- 
lars. Hence they conclude, that we go farther 
than our preſent Circumſtances; with relation 


1 


to Knowledge, can warrant us when we aſcride 
to Matter and thinking Subſtances two diffe- 
rent 1ntrinfic primary fr z inaſmuch a5 
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all the Modes of thinking, and Powers of 
thinking Beings may be mere Afﬀettions of 
Matter, which we have no ſenſible Evidence 
| of, becauſe deſtitute of thoſe Senſes of which 

they are the proper Objects. At leaſt they are 
' hence ſure, that we can never prove, that the 
primary Eſſen ces of Matter and thinking Sub. 
ſtances are of intirely different and incompati- 


ble Natures ; inaſmuch as we acknowledge that 


we have no immediate Ideas of the intrinſic Na. 
ture of either; and therein allow that one of 

em, as Matter, may have many more 2 
Attributes than we imagin; and conſequent- 
ly thoſe Attributes which we arbitrariouſly 
- aſcribe to quite different Subſtances may belong 

to Bodys. Much more do they look upon it 
as impoſſible for us to prove, that it is not in 
the Power of Gop * to inveſt am 
Syſtems of Matter at pleaſure with the Attri. 
1 and Powers of thinking Subſtances ;, as 
we are ſo far from ſeeing that theſe Attribute. 


and Powers imply a contradiction in the $i 


poſition, if conceiv'd to flow from, or to 

made to flow from, the Eſſence of Matter, 
(which yet they muſt do if Go p Almighty 
can't inveſt it with em) as not to know the 
Eſſence of Matter at all; much leſs every Atrri- 
bute that flows from it, and what are and are not 
inconſiſtent with it. Thus have I repreſented 
the Plea of the Modern Materialiſts, I think in 
its full force; againſt which the Propoſition 
ls am about to proceed upon is directly vel 
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and if that can be clearly prov'd, I ſhall take 


tures of 


Matters 


compatibi- 
Jity laid 


have more primary Attributes than we have 
information of: Neither can any prove that 
they do, unleſs an Inference from a bore poſe 
Ibily to a ſtrid neceſſity be admitted of as var 
lid: So that were I to go no farther, we have 
as much Evidence from what is already offer'd 
for the intirely: different intrinſic wo of 
; 3 1 | : ter 


Type fir t Principles of 7 


NMotrer and thinking Subſtances, as we have 


for moſt other Phyſical Truths whatever ; the 


ftrongeſt Reaſons which come ſhort of Demon. 
ſtration to convince us of their difference, 
and only a bare poſſibility, with nothing at all 
of the leaſt ſhadow of probability, that they 


are the ſame: Now were we not to admit of 
this Evidence as good, I don't know what we 


muſt aſſent to in Natural Philoſophy ; inaf. 
much as there is no Phyſical Reaſon of any 
Phenomenon in all Nature, tho! it be givenby 
the beſt Philoſopher, and aſſerted upon the 
moſt rational and convincing Grounds, againſt 
which it may not be excepted with as much 
Reaſon, as againſt what I am contending for, 
that poſſibly it may be otherwiſe : Every thing 
which comes ſhort of ſtrict Demonſtration is 
liable to this Exception; ſo that it does not 
ſo much invalidate as ſhew us the Nature of 
the Proofs which we have for moſt Phyſical 
Truths. Tis evident alſo, . notwithſtanding 
my ſecond Conceſſion, that, for any thing there 
granted, we may be able to demonſtrate the 
_ entire difference of the inmoſt Natures of the 
primary Eſſences of Matter and thinking Sul. 
ſlances; inaſmuch as, if nothing elſe hinders, 


the bare want of immediate Ideas, does not | 


cut us off from all Knowledge in ſeveral Ca. 
ſes, as I have'prov'd under the third Claſs of 
the Objects of Human Knowledge: On the 
contrary, as from Attributes, of which we have 
immediate Ideas, we can infer demonſiratvey 


* 


. „ . SO . 


er.. — . 2 
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the Exiſtence of the Supports or Subſtances 
they inhere in, without any immediate Ideas 
of thoſe Supports or Subſtances at all, by the 
frft Poſtulatum in the 37th Section; ſo, bythe 
ſecond, we can demonſtrate the neceſſary de- 
pendence which the Attributes of 22 have 
upon their Eſſences; and, y the third, if the 
known Attributes of Matter are inconſiſtent 
with, or deſtroy'd by having the primary 
Powers of thinking Subſtances aſcribd to Bo- 
dys; and if we are capable of demonſtrating 
theſe Inconſiſtencys, then we are able to de- 
monſtrate farther, that the inmoſt Eſſences of | 
Matter and thinking Subſtances are of incom-.  »_ 
municably different Natures. From immediate 
Ideas of Attributes we can infer demonſtrative. 
ly the: Exiſtence of their Sypporrs ; and from 
the ſtrict relation which Eſſences and Attributes 
have to each other, demonſtrated in the 2800 
Section of this Diſcourſe, tis plain, that rhe 
Attributes of a thing being ſuppos d, its Eſſence 
is fu 06d; and the Attributes being deſtray d, 
its ene is deſtroy'd alſo; be that Eſſence. 
what it will in it ſelf, and as remote from our 
Knowledge as any the deepeſt Myſterys in Na- 
ture; if therefore the the Attributes of any two 
aſſignable Subſtances can be ſhewn to be incon- 
fitert, or to deſtroy each other if afcrib'd to 
the ſame Subject, then muſt the Subje#s they 
inhere in be of incommunicably different intrin- 
lic Natures, whatever the Nature of each be, 
and however hidden from us in the deepeſt and 
| F323 nh, (4o9 
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moſt impenetrable obſcurity : And if theſe 


ſure that the primary Powers of Thinking Be- 
ings are not · part of the latent Attributes of 
tter ; but that they do and muſt appertain 
to, and flow from Eſſences of an intirely dife- 
rent Nature from that of Matter; and that 
they can't be made to appertain to, or floy 
from Matter, in whatever Circumſtances, by 
Omnipotence it ſelf. I proceed now to try 
whether, upon the Poſtulata IJ proceed upon, it 
may not be brought to a ſtrict Demonſtration, 
that, cho 100 may not know Matter in the utmoſt 
extent” of its primary Attributes, yet we do 
fnow ſo much of it from ſuch its Attributes as 
are within our reach, as inables us, from compa- 
ring its known Attributes with thoſe of thmk- 
ing Subſtances, to demonſtrate that the inni 
ature of the Subſtance of Matter is not the 
Same with the inmoſt Nature of Thinking Sub- 
ſtance ; but that they are ee _ of two 
quite different kinds, and abſolutely, —_— 
 tibly, and incommunicably different in their 
1 intrinſic Natures. | E 
m. F. 64. And in order to the Proof of this, 
, L think the two following Particulars ftridly 
7 which, Demonſtrated will be * ſufficient : Firſt, That 
% Matter is nom fram d under the preſent Lam. 
, „ which we find it Subject to in the Viſible Uni- 


under the 
preſent 


Head:with the Metbods in which they are io be demonſtrated. © I - 


+ The firſt Principles oe 


Things can be clearly ſhewn in the Cafe of Myr- 
ter and Thinking Subſtances, then we ſhall be 
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Reflection can't eitber belong to it as ſuch, or 
be of the Number of its latent primary Attri- 
butes ; or any way reſult from the Compoſition, 
Configuration and r en Motion of its Parts, 
and the various Combinations, which any or all 
its known and unknown Attributes will admit 
of, And Secondly, That as long as it conti- 
nies extended, movable, and ſolid, and therein 
Diui ſible and of a Complex and Paſſive Nature, 
Onnipotence it jo can't inveſt it with theſe 
Powers ; and make them either its primary At- 
tributes, and therein to appertain to it as ſuch ;, 
or the reſult of whatever Motions and Combi- 
nations the Particles Compoſins any individual 
71 of Matter are capable of, however mo- 

fy'd ; and in whatever Circumſtances as to 
Motion , Minuteneſs, and Configuration f 
Parts, and in whatever unknown Capicitys from 
all the poſſible Complications of its latent Attri- 
butes and Papers. For if theſe Particulars 
can be prov d, then it will be evident, that Mat- 
ter can't think, move it ſelf, nor act upon it ſelf, 
or that theſe Powers neither appertain to, nor 
can flow from it, or any of its Capicitys and 
Powers, as it is at preſent Conſtituted in viſi- 
ble Nature; and that it can't be made to think, 
move it ſelf, nor act upon itſelf by Omnipo- 
tence it ſelf, as long as it continues what it is; 
for I ſuppofe if we take away its Extenſian, 
and Sohdity'it ceaſes to be Matter. But the 
Powers of Thought, Self-motion and Reflection, 

as they are actually in Nature, muſt neceſſarily 
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The firſt Principles ß 
have ſomething for their ſipport; and there. 
fore if that is not Matter, it muſt be ſomething 
of a quite different Nature from Matter 
Which is what I want to be prov'd under this 
Head; and all that can be requir'd in order to 
make it Demonftratively evident, that Matter 
and Thinking Beings are Subſtances of two quite 
different kins ; and abſolutely and incom- 
municably incompatible in their Intrinſic Na. 
tures. Now as the general way by which we, 
who have no Ideas of the intrinſic Eſſences of 
Things, can demonſtrate the real intrinſic dif- 
ference of Subſtances which are actually of 
different Natures, is only by ſnewing the incon. 
ſiſtency of ſome of the known primary Attri- 
butes of each kind of the Subſtances under 
conſideration: So in the two Propoſitions now 
laid down there are two kinds of inconſiſtenq. 
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tmixt the Principal known primary Attributs 


but 
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Pa 

bili 
of Matter and Thinking Subſtances to be at- I 
tempted to be ſhewn. Under the firſt, Inconſ. ſha 
f ieney in Fact; and here if I can ſhew that in I orc 
aſcribing the aſſign'd primary Attributes of I in 
Toinbing Bein; s to Matter, as it is now made, vel 
and under the Laws by which all its Powers 75 
and Operations are now regulated, we muſt WW ces 
allow of ſuch Conſequences as dare con- rh 
tradict the moſt uncontroverted and obvious Il "<2 
Matter of Fa#t in infinite Inſtances z, then I ſhall I &s 
take it for granted, that in the preſent Frame Ii ity 
of the World theſe two Subſtances are of in- Th 
tirely differem intrinſic Natures. And | tru 
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e. che ſecond, Inconſiſtency in Nature 5; and 
no WY if I can ſhew that the Attributes end con 
de look d upon either as latent Attributes of 
is Mater, or as Powers reſulting from Matter 
to and Motion, &c. in whatever Combinations, 
but ſeveral of the known primary Attributes of 
te Matter are thereby neceſſarily deſtroy'd, as in- 
n- ticely inconſiſt ent in Nature with Thought, Self- 
2. notion, and Reflect ion, Co-exiſting in the ſame 
re, Subject ; I ſhall take it for granted farther, 
of ¶ that it is out of the Power of Qmnipotence to 
if. WI inveſt any Syſtem of Matter whatever, with 
of che known Powers of Thinking Subſtances ;, as 
1. it can't as much as be conceiv'd inveſted with 
ri- em, but ſeveral of the known primary Attri- 
er WM butes of Matter; and therein, by the ſecond 
w Foſtulatum, its Eſſence is deſtroy'd. Theſe 
5: Ml Particulars made good, will put the incompati- 
tes Lily of the inmoſt Natures of Matter and 
at- ¶ Thinking . Beings beyond diſpute : Which I 
oþ- Wl all therefore endeavpur to prove each in their 
in 
of 
de, 
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order. With this only previous Remark, that 

in Leaving that Matter can't be conceiv'd in- 

velted with the known primary Attributes of 
rs Wl Thinking Subſtances, in whatever Circumſtan- 
uſt I ces, as it is now made, and under the Laws by 
2n- vhich all its Powers and Operations are now 
dus regulated, without ſuch appendent Conſequen- 
all ess as directly dict Matter of Fai in in 
me I fnite»Inſtances ;; I fhall take it for granted, 
in- That all Matrer whatever is of the ſamæ in- 
innſicNature,and where-ever we find Extenſion . 

N 1. = 
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and Solidicy, that there the ſame Number 
primary Attributes and Powers are to be founi: 
Which whoever will not grant, as it is upm 
the Account of the poſſibility of Thinking, a 
a different Nature in ſome reſpects from in. 
thinking Matter, that they will refuſe ther 
Aſſent ; when they find it demonſtrated im. 
- poſſible for Matter to be made by Omnipotency 
to 7hink, the Reaſon of their "refuſing | thi 
Conceſſion will be 'remov'd ; and therein 
what I aſſume here unexceptionably Eftz 
1. Firſt, F. 65. 1. Firft, Then, I ani to prove thy 
The former” Marter as it is now made, under the preſen 
ga, Laws which we find it ſubje& to in the Vi- 
with the ble Univerſe, can't have the Powers of Though, 
onebot i Selfamotion, and Reflection, either belongingy 

wbicb botb A aal eee | g 
5: Branchs Or flowing from it, as it is Matter; or in the 
et e tb Number of its latent primary Attributes; ot 
rer. anyway reſülting from the Cumpoftion, Ci. 
| guration, and fnteſtin Motion of its Parts; d 
the various Combinations which- any or al 
its known and unknown Attributes will admit 


demonſtrate in their order; by ſhewing tha 
to conceive Matter under of theſe Cot 
ſiderations inweſted wirke tlde Attributes aſlign', 
as it is now made, and ngder the Laws I 
which all its Powers and Operations are nnd 
regulated, is to conceive Hat ĩs attended with 
fuch neceſſary Conſequence g 


& ” 
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di the moſt obvious Matter of Fact in infis 
nite Inſtances ; that is, to conceive ſuch things 
rtaining to Matter as in Fact conſiſt not witn 

it; or ſuch — and Attributes to belong to 

it, 'as Matter of Tad aſſures us can't belong to 

it under the Circumſtances i it is in, or capable 

of being 1 in, whulſt it continues to be what it 

1 in the preſent Viſible Frame of Nature, And 
Firſt, that Matter as. ſuch, can't think, move 
ö eh, or act upon it ſelf ; or be conceiv'd ſo 
to do; or to have - Thought, Self-motion, and 

ſy Reflettion amongſt thoſe its Attributes or Pow- 

ers which are not the immediate Objects of 

our Senſes, conſiſtently with the beſt — 
Matter of Fae; which, contradids and deſtroys 

ths Hy potheſis in the moſt unexceptionable 

— I ſhal 2 this of Thought, Self- 


10 motion , and Ræfledt ion ſeparately in their 
err. 

955 F. 66. And, Firſt, chought is not, nor can ag of. 
eat preſent, one of the latent primary Attri- abe latent © 


butes of Bodys; becauſe to inveſt Matter with ie, 


it is to advance an Hypotheſis which in its f e: 
unediate neceſſary Conſequences runs directly Secauſelſir 


M vutiter to Matter of Fadi in the moſt obvious 0% ſach 
4 Inſtances, This 1 may y be plainly deduc'd from Conſequer- 
hat I have hi advanc'd and proy d. my my 


or if Thou _ is 2 5 primary Attribute 1 — re 
* then, ly the Second Poſtulatum in Conception | 
be 37th Section, all Matter muſt actually add 
unk ; and, as its Attributes flow necellarly i mf 45 
wn its Heu, every Portion of Kae, ing g of 


— 


# 


„ The ol Principe of 


ving the ſame Eſſence, without any regard wiſh! 


the Minuteneſ7, Configuration Gc. of its P i 
muſt be a Thinking Subſtance. And becaip 
the leaſt conceivable Particle of Matter is x 
perfectly Matter, and has as neceſſarily alli 
primary Attributes, as the greateſt connedel 
Syſtem in the World; the moſt minute Aton 
muſt chink as well as the greateſt 4 ect 

H Air, 


Every Grain of Sand, every Particle 
| _ ingredient Globule of a Ray of Light 
muſt be as completely a Thinking Subflance x 

our Earth and the Sun, or any other Planeta 
fix d Star in the whole Firmament: Nay, i 

the Body of Man, upon this extravagant SupMihoy 
pPoſit ion, every drop of Blood, every individul late 
Animal Spirit, every Particle of Fleſh and Bou in t 
muſt not only think; but (as the moſt minu 
Particle of Macter is in it ſelf infinitely di 
ſible) they muſt all conſiſt of a Multitude a 
aiftint# Thinking Beings And if the Soul i 
look d upon as a Syſtem of ' thinking Mam 
which think: as ſuch, be it never ſo ſubtile an 
fine, it muſt not be one individual Thinker, bu 
a Cullection of thinking Subſtances. Nou if al 
this is not directly contrary to Matter of Fill, 
I can't tell what is: For as we have all tl 
Reaſon in the World to pronounce that of tl 
Bodys without us, as Stocks and Stones, i 
what we call the Inanimate, nay, and the Vs 
gative Creation too, no Parts whatever are a: 
more inveſted with the Power of Thinking 
than pure Space is inveſted with it, W 
ee | | ores ji 
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ook'd upon as nothing real, and conſequently 
Ms incapable of being inveſted with any real 
aue rcribures at all: So in our own Bodys and 
sou, united, or in one individual Man, we are 
in ge that there is but one thing which is in- 
del veſted with the Attribute of Thinking ; and not 


n infinite Colle&ion of ſeparate. Percipients, 
which yet there wou'd neceſſarily be, were ei- 
ther our S-uls in po Matter Thinking 


ig ſuch 5 or Thought, one of the latent primar 
Attributes of Bodys. This Method of Argu- 

et or©ling, as ſtrongly inferrs the impoſſibility, that 

Al. er as ſuch in its preſent Circumſtances - 
up-Miſhou'd have a Power of Thot ht for one of its 

dul latent primary Attributes, as that made uſe of 


in the 49th Section of this Diſcourſe proves it 
noble for Matter to Think, as it is an Ex- 
tended Solid and Movable Subſtance ; for as it 
there prov d, that did Matter think as it is ex- 
ended and ſolid, &c. all and every Particle 
of Matter as neceſſarily extended and ſolid, &c. 
muſt be a thin ting Snbſtanice, which is 1ncon- 
ſiſtent with Experience; and as this Conſe- 
quence neceſſarily follows from the ſecond Po- 
fulatum in the 37th Section: So by like ar- 
Fung from the ſame Poſtulatum, it here equal- 
Wy holds good, that were Thought a latent 
primary Attribute of Matter, the fame Conſe- 
AW quences would neceſſarily follow equally in- 
$ conſiſtent with the moſt obvious Matter of Fact 
in the moſt notorious manner. Now that it 
is intirely inconſiſtent with Matter of Fat, 
| -- 
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too ſuppoſe every part and portion of Nuts Nia 


May-be's labour under the groſſeſt and mo 


as none can deny it, without doing the greateſ 


we mean by Thought, and without whid 
Thought is nothing that we have any Notia 


The fu#t Principles of 5 


in the Univerſe to be made up of an indeter 
minable Collection of diftin& individual Pe 
cipients, I ſuppoſe I need not prove ; inaſmuc 


Violence in the World to his Underſtanding, 
Aud as to what Mr. Hobbes ventures to ia 
that all Matter may think, tho for want 

ans of Memory, &c. it may not remembey 
or be conſcious 9 thinking; and if any vil 
venture to ſay farther, that every part of ou 
Body may think, tho only one part of us 7+ 
members, or is conſcious of its thinking, x 
alone furniſh'd with the Organs requiſite for 
Memory and Conſciouſneſs : 1 anſwer, That theſe] 


palpable Abſurditys: For Conſciouſneſs and 
Memory being diftinguiſh'd, which are her 
confounded, 1 — it will be granted, th 
there is no ſuch thing as Perception with 
Conſciouſneſs ; to ſay otherwiſe would be ei 
dently to make a thing to be and not to be: 
the ſame time; but conſtious Perception is v 


of; if Matter therefore is inveſted with! 
Power of thinking, it muſt be conſcious that! 
does Think, and as upon this Hypothels 
all Matter muſt Think, it muſt be equally c 
Scious of its own thinkin and conſec nm 
all neceſlity of Organs of conſciouſneſs falls! 
the Ground : Ang if all Matter muſt 55 
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ous of its own thinking if it does think alt 
al; then ſo muſt we be conſcious of infinite 
Thinking Beings in our own Bodys beſides 
u rhat we call our Souls, upon the Suppoſition 
wat Thought is a latent primary! Attribute of 

Matter : Which as we find from Matter of 
Faft we are not, conſequently this Hypotheſis. 
muſt be admitted(as inconſiſtent with the moſt 
obvious Matter of Fact) tobe infinitely abſurd. 
Or if it be faid, Laſtly, and no more can be 
ſaid by the moſt obſtinate Atheiſts, that tho all 
Matter as it thinks is Conſcious of its own think- 


7 ing; yet every Particle which thinks, is con- 
b of the thinking of no other Particles 


beſdes it ſelf ; and conſequently every Par- 
ticle. of our Body may Think, tho that part 
of it which we call our Soul is not conſcious of 
it, becauſe it is under no neceſſity of being 
conſcious of the thinking of any other Parts 
of Matter beſides it ſelf : I Anſwer, That as 
Ione can propoſe any ſuch Extravagancys as 
theſe, without doing the greateſt Violence in 
the World to their bo on” if they 
propoſe em as in any degree credible ; ſo no 
Extravagancys whatever are more capable of 
being directly confuted : For ſhou'd this May-be 
ale Effect, and the Sow! that thinks in us be 
rer, of which a Power of thinking is a la- 
ent primary Attribute; then as all Matter how- 

Wever minute is infinitely diviſible, that part of 
Matter which we call our Soul muſt conſiſt of 
Collection of Numberleſs thinking Subſtan- 


ces; 


224. The firſt Principles of 
b ces; tho they may not be conſaious of ex 
- others Thoughts: which, were it Matter g 
Fatt, then as we find by Experience that th 
thinking Part of us of which we are conſcigy, 
can move at Pleaſure, or alter the Direction q 
the Motiont of our Bodys; ſo no Reaſoncanh 
 afſign'd, why the reſt of the numberleſs thin 
ing Beings in us of which we are not conſa. 
ous, ſnou d not have the ſame Power; indeed 
they muſt have it, being all individual Being 
of the ſame Eſſence and Nature, inveſted wit 
the ſame common Attributes, and Powers: 
| Whereas this being admitted either infinit 
thinking Beings not conſcious of each other 
Thoughts anddeterminations muſt always agreM aft 
exactly, tho* by the utmoſt Caſualty, upaſ an 
the ſame Motions of the Body at the ſame time, 
or the Body muſt not be conſtantly obedient u 10 
the Determinations of any of thoſe * bu 
Beings ;, but the later is Fact and the forma un 
—. y impoſſible to be conceiv d: As the Body Op 
therefore is always obedient to the Deætemi vel 
nations of that only thinking Part of us whid i: { 


we are conſcious of ; either the impoſſible con- the 
ception alledg d muſt univerſally take Etta, cal 
or there muſt be no more individual thinkin M. 
Beings in us than we are conſcious of. If ay wh. 
one will allow that infinite thinking Being c.q 
not conſcious of each others Thoughts and Di Att. 
terminations, may always think the ſame Thing city 
and exert the ſame Volitions, without any ex-. ,,, 


traneous determination at all, and without 
I , varyzt 
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varying the leaſt in their Thoughts and Voi. 
tions at any time; he is prepar'd to ſwallow 
any thing; and to believe that all the Men in 
the World think of the very ſame thing at this 
inſtant of time and always; nay, and are do- 
ing, and always do the as too; which 
whoever is capable of being perſuaded of, he 
may believe our Souls, and Bodys too, made up 
of an infinite Number of thinking conſcious Bee. 
ng 3 each of which is not conſcious of its 
eighbour's intirely free e e and determi- 
nations ;, and yet all Univerſally, tho by the 
greateſt Caſualty, thinking the ſame Thing, and 
ating uniformly without the leaſt 'Variation 
after the ſame manner, conſiſtently with himſelf 
and his Conduct, in Caſes of like Abſurdity. 
F. 67. Secondly, Self-motion, neither is — 1 
vor can be one of the primary latent Attri- ne of the 
butes of Matter as it is now conſtituted, and lem pi 
under the Laws by which all its Powers and 424 1 
Operations are now regulated; becauſe to in- Mamer, lc. 
velt Matter with this Attribute alſo is to give 4 
it ſuch a Power as 18 directly inconſiſtent with n ſuch 
the moſt obvious Experience, and Mathemati- Conſequen- 
cal Demonſtration, as well as daily atteſted" 
Matter of Fact. This alſo may be proy'd from ſtent is 
what I have heretofore demonſtratively dedu- — 
ced. For let Matter be ſuppos d to have this E] ꝓ 
Attribute of Self-motion what way you will ; t 


either let it have a Power of moving it ſelf jjw4, 
y YN according ro the ſame Direction at all times, or the Diree- 


ws vpn all the Lans ef None in ins preſents fail 
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according to all poſſible Directions ar the ſan: 
fi time; or according to different Arbitrarious Di. 
= ie} Ap» Aiſlerent times ; the ſecond of theſe 
mech is contradidory, and the fr/? and 
; iff their neceſſary Conſequences run moſt 
obyiouſly counter to Matter of Fa. For 

whereas nothing is more apparent than that we 

are able to alter the Directions of any Bodys 
within our reach Arbitrariouſly or at Pleaſure, 

were Self-motion a primary Attribute of Mat- 

ter, either in the fro ft of the three Ca- 

ſes aſſign'd, tis evident here (as well as in the 

Caſe where Self- motion is made to flow from 
Extenſion, Solidity, or Paſſive- mobility ſepg- 
rately, or all or any of em iii Canjunction,) from 

the ſecend Poſtulatum in the 27th Section, that 
this were utterly out of our Power ; and we 
cov'd no more do it, than we cou d change the 
primary Eſſences of Bodys, from which all 
their primary Attributes flow by a ſtri& neceſ- 

ſity; and therefore the Attribute or Power of 
SelF-motion in whatever Direction. Nay, were 
Matter inveſted with a Power of Szlf-motion 

ds its primary Attribute, the Direction of one 
= "Body cou'd no more be alter'd by the extrane- 
-.. ous impulſe of another, or its Motion either 

. © accelerated or retarded or any 44 7 %% 
the ſame, or its State be any ways at al 
chang d by any extraneous Finite Force what- 
ever, than we cou d produce theſe Effects upon 
Bodys our ſelves e upon all extraneous 
Bodys we a@ by mate rial force or 2 
1 n a other 
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other Bodys do uponeach other; and therefdte 
upon the Suppoſit ĩon I am confuting they cou d 
do no more upon each other than we upon 
them: Which being admitted, not only the 
whole: Theorys of Mineral, Vegetable; and A. 
nimal Accrætion, Nutrition and Augmentation, 
ſucceflive gradual Muration, and. Corruption,” 
and Diſſolution, which all proceed upon he 


Paſſive, Reception of extraneally.communica- 


Nature al proceed: upon the-abfolutely Þ 


fre: Nature of Matter, and all the Laws 5 


Motion, and all the: demonſir ed Propertys of 
the Mechanic Puwers, all the kaws of Sratice. 
Hydroftatics and Hlaſtice, and: With them all 
the Branches of the only Soli Mathe matidd- 
Mechanical Philoſophy aſk falltathe Ground. 
And whereas the gelt Catholie Law of Na- 
ture is, That euary Body nerſtuęres in its. State, 
eitber of Reſt an Uniferon dirgth Motion; leſs 


il ia compel} 1 10 ahunge that: Sen by hene 


ertruncont Immreſſion 5 if Matter ig ſuppos d 
to have a Power og fi Be eser he ae 
the thtee Senſes allign'd; it is under no 
lity, if in a direft Motion, f continuing in 
the ſame till that 1 Drredt ii xtraneduſiy 
chang d ʒ neither can ĩt be comg ld — - 
Its; Direction at ati time, ſrippeſing, it to 

1 Power of Selfemotibn, eithex ino the Hrftcgr 
laſt:Senſe, by any\e@ravcous, the, Corporeal 
or other Finite Eoroe hate ver. Whereas, 
—_ . Law 2 Nature 18, T 


A- 


22 Fb. h Principles of 
= Muationof Motion is always Proportional t 
\ the force extraneouſly impreſs d, and bas al. 
| ways the ſame Right-line of Direttion withtha 
an which the extraneous force acts Or, 4 
Dr. Wallis Expreſſes the former Part of this 
Law z whereas if an Agent as 4, produce an 
Effect as E, an Agent as 24, will produce an 
Effect as E, 34 as E, and univerſally 24 ag 
E, whatever Ratio be the Symbolical Ex. 
eee 3 if Matter is conceiv d to have 1 
Power of Self-motion, no Extraneous Finite 
Force can either increaſe or diminiſh the Motion 
of any Body whatever, much leſs in any Ratis 

| aſſignable, as it 1s'\conceiv'd of greater or leſs 
= Power ; neither is the Direction of any Body in 
= Motion ſubſet to Mutation upon the diffe- 
= rently directed impulſe of any other Body or Fi- 
nite Agent whatever, Whereas, if a Power or 
Force as V, beable to movea weight as L, with 


ff agiven'Velocity as ©; a Force as Eu, will either 
mv move the ſame weighr 2? withthe Velocity Ac; 
or wich the firſt Velocirg a tight as 1 or in 


general any weigbt with ſuch 'a' Velocity, that 

Shs Product of the weight into the Velocity be 

A; or the Momentum of the weight into in 

Velocity continue always the ſame: Which'is 

the firſt Fundamental of Mechanics, from which 

all the Laws for the Conſtruction of Engin, 

| For the fäcilitation of Motions deduce ther 

Origin: If A Power cof Self motion is one ol 

the latent primary Attributes of Matter in the 

Frſt of the three Senſes aſſign'd, this wh 
N 1 men 
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mental of Mechanics is intirely precarious: 
For neither then can any Finite Power commu- 
nicate any Motion at all to any weight aſſigna- 
ble, as it is e to have a Power of Mo- 
tion from it ſelf, which can no way be chang'd' 
| without an alteration of its Eſſence: Or if 
Matter has a Power of Self- motion in the Ia 
of the three aſſign d 1 then as it can 
move it ſelf in different Directiont, and with 
different Velocitys at different times Arbitra- 
riouſly ; no extraneous Finite Power, (ſuppo- 
ing it capable of communicating Motion to a 
Weight aſſignable) can communicate it in any 
determinable Ratio, ſo as that the Proportion 
in the Theory ſnall neceſſarily agree with Mat- 
ter of Fact in the Experiment 3; becauſe the 
Veiekr it ſelf may either accelerate or retard, 


IJ 
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or 7 | 
ith Nor alter the Direction of its own Motion at 


Pleaſure, and conſequently break all aſſigna- 
ble Laws relating to the extraneous Commy- 
nication of Motions. In a Word, whereas all 
theſe and all other Lows of Nature, Motion, 
and Mechanics, the Laws, relating to the 4c. 
celexation of the Velocity of Deſtents, the whole 
Theorys of Gravity, Oſcillation, Sic. and thoſt* 
of the Powers, Motions, and Directions of Bo- 
hs in the ſame or different Mediums, and in 
whatever infinitely variable Circumſtances,” 
proceed upon this Fundamental Hypotheſis, 
that Matter is in iti cen Natume ab ſolutely and 
mirely Paſſwe'; and whereas all the demon- 
rated Theorems” relating to em ſtand in- 
* | 22 1 =... wu 


A . 


) The fel Piinciphs of | 
+ lg upon LE 1 . Baſis had Matter an in- 
trinſic Power of Self mation in either of the Ml 2 
Non-contradidtory Senſes. aſſigif d, neither the 5 
General Laws — elves, nor any of the de. E 
monſtrated Theorems built, upon em coud f 
ſtand their Ground but an extraneous Commu- h 
nicat ion of Motion by any Finite Power wou'd Ml u 
be impoſſible 3 and conſequently far from a 
takin ng Effet in any given Ratio in any aſſigna-. Wl 2: 
ble Circumſtances. Now as this is contrary 
both in the Theory to n and in 
Experience to the moſt Notorious Matter g 
S 
upon the Suppolition ot e agjoulety HA ol 
a Nature of Matter in any. Part of cal Mathe. | 
matico-Mechanical Philoſophy, for which we IM cc 
have not as unexcept ionable Experimental u {u 
Demonſtrative Ey1dence : conſequently we mul 01 
conclude, that a Power of, Salf-motion of whit Ml 
kind ſoever cant be admitted to be one of t th 
Intent primary Attributes of Matter, as the N. tt 
ture of Matter now is, and untlex the Laus ly: 
ct als its Powers and Operations are ny 
Regula — 3 willalſo allow of ſuchCa 
ences.nechdl arily. ene from this Poe 
admitted, as are intirely inechſiſtent with Ms 
thematical. Demonſtration, as ell as the mo 
obvious Matten of Fat in infinite Inſtance, 
Thave not prov id here at large, that if Marin 
i. ſuppos d 2 with a Power of Self-mah 
an As One of ;its primary Attributes, of whucl 


we have no information from our Senſes, then 
| ti 
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* : & 4 


* n 
Modern 


CE 67 2 | A 
s 4 + 5 4 I 1 k ” | . N | 
eiſm Con fut ed. © %.. 23 


tis impoſſible for any extraneous Finite A- 
ent to alter the Direction of any Body in 
Motion „ and that upon this Suppofition all 
Extraneous Communication of Motion, &c. 
falls to the Ground ; becauſe I have done it 
heretafore: And it may eaſily be done by anß 
upon the ſecond Poftulation I here refer to, 
and what I have offer'd relating to it in the 
28th. Section. But I have ſhewin at large 
what wou' d bcdome of the beſt of the Ma- 
thematico- Mechanical Philoſophy, were this 
Hypotheſis true, taking the ſecond: Poſiulatum 
and its neceſſary Conſequences for granted; 
not only thence to prove from Theory demon- 
ſtratively grounded upon Miter of Fat un- 
controvertibly eſtabliſh'd, that it is moſt ab- 
ſurd and falſe: Eut alſo to let the Patrons 
of this Notion, that Matter is Eſſentialiy Self. 
moving ,", evidently ſee what little Reaſon 
they — to expect to be countenanc'd on 
this occaſion by the Mathematicians ; who 
can't in any Meaſure aſſent to what they ad- 
vance, but down fall immediately all their 
moſt Catholic : Laws of Nature 5 und their | 
admirably, beautiful. Diſcoverys in all the 
branches of the principally valuable Phiſoſo- 
| phy, tho inthe Theory demonſtrated and upon 
Examination adzquately conſonant to Matte, 
kh Fal, ſink immediat-ly and vaniſh into no- 
thing, r Jie e e ee 
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S6. 68. Thirdly, Reflection, or a Power 
4 ating ; ju it ſelf, neither is nor can be < 
ther It vor of the latent primary Attributes of Matter , 
can be 4 becauſe to ſuppoſe it inveſted with this Attri- 
, pini7.. bute, is to ſuppoſe it poſſeſs'd of an Attribute 

ef Mater, which is inconſiſtent with ſeveral of thoſe At. 
| 75 i. tributes, which from ſenſible Evidence we fee 
confiftent it inveſted with. For I have made it appear 
with Ex, already, that nothing extended and ſolid can 
be inveſted with the Attribute of Refleinm, 
or can act upon it ſelf having ſhewn that to 


i Solidity in 
iibe ſame 


extended and ſolid can act upon it ſelf, or if 


ing ſuch a Suppoſition: For Extenſion and 


- 
* 4 
3%, 


The firſt Printiþles of = 


ſuppoſe this practicable, is to conceive a thing 
capable of being in two different places at the 
ſame time, which is utterly impoſſihle as it 
implys à direct Contradiction: And if nothi 


the Attribute of Reflection can't be aſerib d to 
any thing extended and ſolid without imply- 
ing a Contradiction, then neither can Matter 
be ſuppos d inveſted with this Attribute with- 
out the ſame Conſequence neceſfarily attend- 


Soliduy are primary Attributes of Matter; 
therefore, by the ſecond Poſtulatum in the 37th 
Section, they flow by a ſtri& neceſſity from its 
primary Eſſence; and Extenſion and Solidity 
being ſuppos d Marter, is ſuppos d; and Exten- 
fon and Solidit = deſtroy'd, Matter is de- 
ſtroy'd alſo: But a Power of Reflection can't 
be.conceiv'd as an Attribute of any Subſtance 
which is extended and ſolid, without concei- 
ving Contradictorys capable of being — ; 

59 - 4 1 . 
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J therefore whatever Subſtance is inveſted with 

e MW the Attribute of Reflection can't be extended 
nd o#d at the ſame time, or to inveſt any 

. WE Subſtance with the Attribute of Reflection is 
eo take from it all poſſibility of being exrend- 
f. 

. 

Ir 

1 


ad and ſold, during its continuing in a Ca- 
pacity of acting upon it ſelf Therefore if we 
oppoſe Matter capable of the Attribute of Rz-. 
fetion, we muſt conceive it capable of exi- 
ſting unextended and deſtitute of all Solidig; 
but to remove the primary Attributes is to de- 
ſtroy the Subſtance ; therefore Matter can't as 

much as be conceiv d capable of being inveſted 
with a Power of ating upon it 725 but its 
Eſence is 1725 facto deſtroy d; a Power of Re-, 

ſellion and Extenſion and Solidimy being utter - 

e e the ſame Subject; And con- 
equently Matter (as it is neceſl; arily extended. 
I and ſolid as long as it continues what it is) be- 
ing abſolutely incapable of admitting of this 
Attribute, unleſs direct Contradiflorys in Na- 
ve can be brought to admit of a Reconci- 

. 69. I come now to prove the ſecond 
Branch of the Propoſition ws nin oy 5h: 1 Thoughs, 
Section; and therein to ſhew,\That the Powers a , 
of Thought, Self-motion and Reflection cant 3 
any way refult from the Compaſition, r | 2 77 — 


Þ- 


on and inteſtin Motion 7 the parts of Matter Matter and 

« it is now made, and under the Laws by, Motion, 

EEE ; V+: . r R , &c, in 
1; wh” 


_ Circumſtances inthe preſem-0rder and Eftabliſomens of Nee. 
k * ” 1 5 3 g 7 Ho 7 | 
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„ 
which its Powers and Operations 4 are e * A 
ęulated; or from the various Combinations which no 
Any or all; its known and unknhivn Attributes aul cot 
Porters will admit of in whatever inteſin Ml Th 
Motion, of Parts and Agitations. But fron WM Tz 
what has- zlready been offer d any part icula Wl ti 
large proſecution of this Head 1s intirely ſu- I ref 
Sed For as to the Power of Thinking, an 
as it is not a biſihle, nor can be a latent pri. Ml wi 
mary Attribute of Matter ; as it can't proceed i 
from the Minute neſi and inteſtin Texture and ri 
Configuration of the Particles conſtituting any Wl 1 
determinate Sſtem of Matter; as it cant ue. ta 
ſalt either from Motion as ſuch, or any pecn- i to 
* liar Species of Motion whatever; as it cant N. 
ow from any of theſe or their Pow owers. ſep Ml (tr 
rarely cotifider'd ; or any thing of itt Nature; i an 
ſo neither can it proceed from em all, or amg Fe 
Sett of em in whatever Combinations ; unlels WM al 
the whols may be greater than all its parts talen D. 
together; which it muſt be, if a 8 * is C. 
ble of refulting from a Fett of Powerg in 
— of a enen Nature froin all or 
any of the combin'd Powers or having ſo 
= thing in its Nature beyoud what the Ng uy 
_ .. ..of thoſe E l Powers. cou d i ately 
furniſh it with Or unleſs. ſomerbing. can _—_ 
what it has 5 no, which” the Powers. before us 
muſt do, if they furniſh Matter with the 
2408 . of hiking „and have nothing of the 
| 1 45 like Nature in 1 : Whereas thele 
 \phings ls contriry to the moſk'; in diſputable 
Axi WT 
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no imaginable ſecurity for human Certainty ; 
conſequently 'tis as true, that the Power of 
Thinking cau no way reſult from the Figure, 
Texture and Minuteneſs of the Particles: con- 
ſtituting any Syſtem of Matter, with the Powers 


reſulting from theſe, and all the primary known 


and unknown Attributes of Bodys, exerted by 


"wi 


whatever inteſtin Agitatiom of thoſe Particles; 


ss Matter row 1s, in its preſent Nature, At- 

tributes and Capacitys. As to a Power of Self- 
notion, Matter in whatever extraneouſly com- 
municated Motion can no 190re be conceiv'd 
to have it, than Matter at reſt, but its paſſur 
Nature is immediately in a great meaſure de · 
ſtroy'd, and all the Laws of Nature, Mition 


and Mechanics, as built intirely upon this 


Foundation, tho d priori demonſtrable, and 


Demonſtration, are render d .intirely prregri- 
ous; and all neceſſity of their taking place 


regularly, according to 155 eſent Conſtitati- - 


on. and Eſtabliſhment of Nature, falls v0 tlie 
Ground. And as to a Power of Reflection or 


acting upgp it ſelf, Matter in whatever, Mor 
tions cam no more produce this Effe ct, as lougas 
it continueꝶ What it is, and Axrenſio 
":dicy two gf ts principal known primatyrAt- 
tributes inhere im it, tan it can be ĩn two 
more places at the fame time; which is nr 
only incophſtent with Fadl, but Nature allo, 


a 
- 


x it implys a Contradictiom; ME 


— 4 


Extenſion am Sos 


— 


T The fall Principles of 
puts it out of the Power of Omnipotence it ſelf 


to inveſt ĩt with this Attribute. If any ſhall 
ſay in thie Caſe of Thought, that tho? it is nm 


a primary Attribute of tter, nor appertaing 


immediately to Minuteneſs and Configuration 


Parts, nor to Motion in general, or any deter. 
minate Species of it, yet the Powers of al 
theſe in determinate Combinations may inveſt 
it with a Power of Thinking ; it being as far 
from truth, that nothing can give what it has 
not; as it is infallibly Jo that Go p has Me 
ven Salidity, a paſſive Nature, &c. 

which he can't poſſibly have fe ormally in 15 
ſelf; This I have Auer Alea, and! 
think unexceptionably. Or if any hall ſz 
_ farther, that Thought may be a Power reſul 
ting from the Combination os a Sett of Powers, 
tho' of a quite different Nature from any, or 
all the Powers 22 confider'd, of which 
that Combination confi "iſt; as all- the ſenſible 


Secondary Quality of Bodys are the reſult of 
| — by wn} and Motion, Texture and 


arts, @-c; with their Power;, 
in — thy there is no ſuch thing 25 
Red or Green, Light or Sounds, or Smells, Ge 
- Iy a> thi die in our Senſat ions, or 
any ching of their 'Nature, in All the ſeparate 
ingredient Powets; of. which theſe Cumbins- 
tions which produce theſe Ehen, are made 
up: This Difficulty have. alfo already 
ſwer' d: And therein dem | 
I 'd to this'Furpoſe- 
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Head, that Thought can't any way belong 
elf or flow from Matter in preſent Nature, be it 
in what Circumſtances it will, and let it be 
t conceiv'd inveſted with how many ſoever un- 
ins known 5 n As neither can 
of Wl Self-riotion or Reflection, unleſs all the viſible 4 
er neceſſary as well as demonſtrated Laws of Na. 
all Wl ture, are precarious and falſe; or the plaineſt 
et Wl Contradictions will admit of a Reconciliation, 
far MW Now theſe things being admitted, tis mani- - 
ws Wl feſt, that the Powers of Thought,  Self-motion 
. and Reflection can't appertain to Matrer in the 
ter WM preſent Frame and Conſtitution of things; 
m. Wl the two former are inconſiſtent with it in Fact, 
II and the later in Nature; and therefore by the 
a third Poſtulotum in the 37th Seftion, as Mat- 
ul: ¶ ter can't be inveſted with a Power of Refle#:- 
75, Wn by Omnipotence it ſelf ; ſo it is not actual - 
or ly inveſted with the Powers of either Thought 
ch or SeIf-:morion, nor can be, during the preſent 
dle Eſtabliſhment of things. Hence it neceſſarily 
follows, That in the preſent Order of Nature 
Matter and chinkity Subſtances are intirely dif- 
ferent in their intrinſic Eſſences, if all Matter 
is of the ſame Nature, and inveſted with the 
lame Sett of Attributes and Powers ; which I 
here take for granted; and when I have ſhewn 
in the next place, that Omnipotence it ſelf 
cant inveſt Matter (as long as it continues 
2 tid Subſtance) 3 the NP 
aſſign d, I ſuppoſe this Poſtulatum will be ad 
mitted to i need of no direct b 
| 1 
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2. F. 70. 2. Which I now come to, ard therei 
Secondly, to prove the ſecond” Propoſition laid down in 
yo Ton the 64th Section, That as long as Matter coy. 
laid down Tinues extended, movable and ſolid; and there. 
in ibes gib in drviſible of a complex and paſſive Nam; 
Drops. 10 Ormmipotence- it ſelf can't inbeſi it with th 
be provid, Powers f Thought, Self-motion and 'Refleth. 
_— vg on; and make them either its primary Attribute, 
e and therein to appertain to it at ſuch; or the 
reſut of whatever Mutions and Combinatinny 

the Particles compoſing any individual Syſtem if 
Matter ate capable of, however modify d, an 
in whatever Circumſtances as to i Minitentſ 
and Configuration of Parts and inteſtin Agity- 
tions,” and in whatever unknown Capacitys from 

all the poſſible Complications of its either know 

or latent Attributes and Powers. Both theſe 
Particulars I ſhall endeavour to bring to De. 
monſtration in their Order; by ſnewing, that 
to conceive Matter under either of theſe Con- 
ſiderations capable of being inveſted: with the 
Attributes aſſign'd, even by Onmipotence it 
ſelf, is to conceive it inveſted: with whit it 

_ won't admit of, and at the ſame time retain ſe- 
veral of its known primary Attributes'co-exi- 
ling in the ſame Subject; Thivght;\Self-me- 
- tion.and Reflefiion being Inconſiſtem in Nature 
V h ſeveral of the known primary Attributes 
of Bodys. Which if Lean clearly demonſtrate, 
Iſhall have ſtrict Evidence (by the third Po 
ſulatumiin the 37th Sectiun) for this Conclu- 
fion.; thut the Suppurtof the 1 
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{matign and;Reflection is not only of an i- 
righc-Eilence. di erent from that of Matter 3 2 * 


at Onmipotence i ſelf can do, in orderts |. 
the inveſting of the one with the Attributs 
of the other) of incommunicably and incomaa. 


ith Gltinek Natures... That the thinking Ss 
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240 The firſt Principles of 
What the F. 71. Now what they alledze, or can 4. 


ele ledge, in favour of the poſſibility, that Oum. 2 
ge, in favour o poſſibility, that Omnj 
| — potence may make Matter a thinking, ſeſ⸗ > 
fever, moving, and conſcious or reflecting Subſtance; N 
liv, ta either all univerſally; or any Syſtem or $;. f 
60 ſtems in determinate Circumſtances, as yl ** 
9 — of Minuteneſs, Configuration and inteſtin Moin 5 
Maver of their conſtituent Particles, arbitrariouſſy; il * 


with * I think, compris: d in its full Strength and (o P.. 
wie; of gency in what follows. They may ſay, thy 
obinking as what I have offer d, in order to prove thy thi 
uud. Narrer can't think either as it is Matter, orinfifl g. 
any aſſignable Circumſtances, as to the Siz, 
Figure, Texture and imeſtin Motion of its cou. 0 
ponent Particles in any determinate Syſten; I th 
proves this only hence, that if it is allow! 
to think as ſuch, this Hypotheſis is attendel 
with ſuch Conſequences as, we are conſciow, WM 1. 
eontradict Matter of Fatt in the moſt in 
diſputable Inſtances; and if it can t think 

as ſuch, and yet is conceiv d capable of think 
ing in fuch and ſuch Circumſtances, th . 
HFypotheſis alſo is attended with undenyably 
groſs Abſurditys ; nothing more can be juſty I of 
inferr d from this Argumentation, than tha I f 
Mater in the preſent Circumſtances and . ; 
ſtabliſhment of Nature is not inveſted with 7 

| Power of Thinking - But that it by no meam I ff 
follows hence, that becauſe it has not, ther-: ¶ 5. 
fore Omnip might not have furniſli þ 
it with a Power of Thinking ; any more thun 

it follows, that becauſe Mankind aBtually xr, 


e 
* — 


cumſtances, 
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of very ſhort and limited Underſtandings, and 


furniſh'd only with fve Senſes, as inlets into 
what Acquaintance they have with External 
Nature ; therefore Gop Almighty cou'd not 
poſſibly have made us more perfect than we 
are, and given us one or wo more Senſes at 
pleaſure, in order to furniſh us with a larger 
proſpe& of, and deeper inſight into the Na- 


tures, and Powers, and Propertys of Things: 


To make this Argumentation hold abſolutely, 
they look upon it as neceſſary to be demon- 
ſtrated, that chinking Matter in whatever Cir- 

is a 3 in Terms ; 
founded in the Inconſiſtency in Nature twixt 
the Power of Thinking and, the Eſſence, or 


| ſome one or more of the known primary At- 


tributes of Matter; which as long as it is not 
done, nothing 1s offer'd, from whence 1t can 
be concluded, that Omnipotence can't inveſt 
it with a Power of Thinking; which as they 
conceive impoſlible to be done, they hold them- 
elves oblig d (rather than without plain De- 
monſtration to preſcribe limits to the Power 
of Almighty Go p) to look upon it as within 
the Power of Omnipotence, to inveſt any Sy- 
fem of Matter at pleaſure with a Power of 
Thinking. They may ſay, farther, that nei- 
ther does what I offer to prove Matter inca- 


aſe of being inveſted with the Attribute or 
ower of Self-motion conclude any more than 
this, that in Fact Matter neither does nor can 
move it ſelf in the preſent Frame and Eſtabliſh- 


ment 
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ment of Nature ; becauſe did it, or cou i, 


4 Z the preſent Laws of Nature, Motion and M.. 


chanics cou'd not take effect; which being de. 
monſtrated upon the contrary Hypotheſis of 
the abſolutely and intirely paſſrve Nature of 
Matter; thoſc Demonſtrations experimentally 
confirm'd, prove, that as the Frame of. the 
World now js, Matter can't be veſted aQy. 
ally with the Attribute of S-If-morion : But 
then, ſay they, does it hence follow, that be. 
cauſe the preſent Eſtabliſhment of Natur: 
won't admit of it, therefore no Eſtabliſhment 
cord have been contriv'd by infinite Wiſdom 


with which it might con? Is the preſent 


ſettlement of the Laws of Nature neceſſary in 
it ſelf > Or might not a material World have 
been created ſubje& to quite different Law, 
and admitting in Matter of ſuch Powers and 
Propertys as it is now, by reaſon of the preſent 
_ Conſtitution of Things, intirely incapableof? 


"This, fay they, can never be diſprov'd ; unlef 
it can be ſhewn that other Laws of Nature 
different from what take effect in the preſent 


Eſtabliſhment, are abſolutely ContradiRory : 
Which, as they conceive it can't, they look 
upon it as poſſible, that ſuch Laws might have 
been ſertI'd in the viſible Univerſe, as wou'd 
have well conſiſted witha Power of Self-motion 
in Matter: And conſequently they ſee no Res- 
ſon to the contrary, why they may not aſſen 
that, had it ſo pleas'd Go p, Matter might 


have been created not only capable of, on 
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alſo actually inveſted with this Attribute or 
Power; and therein why he may not now 
endue any individual Syſtem of Matter with a 
Power of Self-motion, if he ſo thinks fit. In- 
deed, ſay they, it apparently implys a Contra- 
. diction for Matter, even thinking Matter, to 
be made ſenſible of its own Powers and Fa- 
cultys, if in order to this it muſt be inveſted 
CY with a Power of e or a Capacity of 
WM afing ubon it ſelf, ſtrictly and properly ſpeak- 
ing; but then may not this reflex Knowledge 
in thinking Matter be the reſult of the Action 
of one part of the Cogitative Syſtem upon 
another? And muſt not this be allow'd poſ- 
ſible to be introduc'd into all, material Nature? + 
They conceive nothing can be alledg d deſtruc- 
tive of the poſſibility of this Hypotheſis : And 
conſequently tho at preſent it may not a&ual- 
ly, yet they ſee no Reaſon why (did Matter 
think, and were 1t inveſted with a Power of 
Self-morion) it might not be = made a R- 
fleding, and therein complete Cogitative Sub- 
ſtance. Thus, ſay they, is it evidently with - 
in the Power of Go p, for any thing of tole- 
rable walidity which can be alledg d to the 
contrary, to inveſt a Syſtem of Matter with 
the aſlign'd Attributes of thinking Subſtances ; 
as it is not, nor can be ſhewn, that the Powers 
of Thought, Self- motion and Reflection are In- 
conſiſtent in Nature with either the Eſſence, or 
any the of the known primary Attributes of 
Matter; which yet muſt be done by thoſe * 
oY 75 W1 
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will limit the Power of God in this Caſe, 
and deny that he may if he pleaſes make Mat- 
ter and thiiking Subſtance of the ſame intrin- 
fe Eſſence and Nature, however the Powers of 
 Thanght, Self-motion and Refiedion, may in 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment of Nature appertain 
to Beings of an Eſſence intrinſically different 
from that of Matter, and which are, ſtrictly 
and properly ſpeaking, Immaterial Subſtancei. 
This is, I think, every thing material, which 
they who wou'd have it in the Power of Go 
Almighty to inveſt a Syſtem of Matter with 
the known Atttibutes and Powers of thinking 
9. Subſtances have to ſay for themſelves :' And] 
don't queſtion but to ſhew its inſufficiency to 
the eſtablithment of this Doctrin, and in op- 
poſition to this Doctrin, the utter impoſſibility 
that even GOD Almighty ſhould be capable of 
inueſting ,any porrnion of Matter with the known 
Powers uf thinking Beings, in no very large 


* 


compats. 


Toe Me F. 72. And here tis evident, that all that 


vhiciteir the Marerialiſis allege in favour of the poſ- 
Alegari ſibility, that Goo may inveſt any Syſtem of 
be inv ali. Matter with the know Attributes and Powers 
dared 14i4 of thinking Subſtances, amounts to no more 
_—__ than this ; that, for any thing we know to 
be Princi. the contrary, this may come within the verge 
ples upon. of an Omnipotent Power : And that we know 


whichwb 


cm be nothing to the contrary but that it may, they 


brought in conclude from hence; that as we know not the 
oppoſurion | | N Eſſence; 


to the pr ſſi- 5 
bility of thinking Matter muſt be built. 
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a Eſſences of either, nor can demonſtrate an Ju 


8 conſiſtency in Nature *twixt any of their known 
5 Aaributes or Powers, we can't ſay that Om 


c nipotence may not be able to ſuperadd to a 
" Wl Syſtem of Matter the Powers in Controverſy, 
in so that if it can be prov'd, that the known 
" primary Attributes of thinking - Subſtance, as 
Bl Thovghe, Free-will, and Reflection, are Incon- 
ly WU tors in Nature with the known primary At- 
7. WH cributes of Matter, as Exten/ion, Solidlity, aud 
u 0hiliry, and therein Diviſibility, and à com- 
| plex and paſſive Nature; either with any of /_ 
theſe ſeparately, or all in combination z then 
> WW upon their own Principles they muſt allow, 
that all their Pretences for the poſſibi lity of 
thinking Matter are deſtroy'd; and that Gon 
' WW can't inveſt it with the Powers of thinking 
5 Beings, as he can't make incenſiſlent Atiributes 
7 Wl co-exiſt in, and flow from the fame individual 
T Subject. And indeed, whether they -wili 
grant this or not: if the Iicomſtaney in Naturk 
5 hat the known Attributes ot-avy) two Subs 
Wl flanices can be demonſtrated; Whatever tHeit 
f Eſſeuces be, tis certain they muſtqhe in tbeir 
7 I intrinfic Natures Incommunicably different 3 and 


1 Omnipotence It ſelf can t- make thoſe"? neon, 
to tent Attributes co-exiſt in the ſame Subjet 


: For let their Eſſences be never ſo remgte fm 
A our Kno ledge, as to their intrinſie Natures 
Ls ve can infer demonſtratively their Exiſtence. 
5 from their Attributes exiſing, and excitiug 


„ les of chemſelves in A8, bi the Welt Poſe 
1 M2 lawn 


40 
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latum in the 37th Section; and as we can ſhey 
that their Attributes being ſuppos'd their H. 


ſences are ſuppos d, and their Attributes be. 
ing deſtroy d, their Eſſences are deſtroy'd al. 


ſo ; by the ſeconud; ſo if we can prove tha 


ſeveral of the known Attributes of Matter and 


thinking Subſtances are inconſiſtent in Nature, 


then (inaſmuch as Attributes inconſiſtent in 
Nature deſtroy each other, and conſequently 


can't be ſuppos d to co-exiſt in the ſame Sub. 
ject, but that Subject is deſtroy'd, by the third 


we demonſtrate at the ſame time not only the 


incommunicably different intrinſic Natures of th 


Eſſences of both; but that Omnipotence it (elf 


can't ſuperadd to the former the known Power, 
and Attributes of the later. This therefore 
is what I am to attempt in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe : And therein to endeavour to prove; 
Firſt, That Thought, Self-motion, and Ref. 


Eion cant be, or be made to be primary Ati. 


butes of Matter by Omnipotencæ it ſelf; at tb 


are Inconſiſtent in Nature with its Extenſun, 


Soliaity and Mobility, and therein with its Di 


_ viſibility, complex and paſſive Nature. And, 
Secondly, 'That they can't be made to reſult 
from Mas 


er in whatever Motions; and if 


whatever Minuteneſs and Configuration of part, 


by the ſame Power, I need not obſerve, that 
by nr cage in Nature, here, I mean an 
the Attributes of Things, 3 


their Natures are rereſented to us by the Me- 
diation of our Leas, inaſmuch as no * 
R * 
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than we have Ideas of em can we judge af 
the Natures of Attributes at all: Neither 
need I go about to prove that Attributes of 
different Natures in our Ideas are equally 
of different, Natures in the Things them- 


ſelves, and ſo for inconſiſtent Attributes in 


our Ideas, and the Subjects they inhere in; 
this I have demonſtrated in its proper place. 
But this, it may not be amiſs to take notice of 
before I proceed to the proof of the two ſpe- 
cify'd Particulars ; that if I can make em good, 
they will not only be the ſtrongeſt Evidence 
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in the World of our Ability, to demonſtrate 


the intire differerce of the inmoſt Natures of 
the primary Eſſences of Matter and thinking 
Subſtances ; For what can be a greater Evidence 
of the intire difference of the inmoſt Natures 
of two Things, than a direct Demonſtration 
that they neither are, nor can be (even by the 
inter poſit ion of Omnipotence, in order to their 
Reconciliation) made the ſame ? But it will 


intirely deſſroy the very Baſis of a Notion 
| entertain'd by ſome, of Matter capabe of 
Thinking, and Matter incapable of it, or of 


Thinking, and Incogitant Matter; of the for- 
mer, of which they conceive our Souls, and all 


other Spiritual Beings z, and of the later, the 
viſible Univerſe to be made: For if N 


tence it ſelf can't make Matter of the ſame 


Ture, and Attributes and Powers with, think- 
ing Subſtances, then this diſtinction vaniſhes ; 
and thinking Matter is a Contradiction: And 


what- 


R 4 
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whatever Conclufions are deduc'd from this not 
only precarious, but contradictory Notion, fall 
to the Ground, EET oe 

Mar F. 73. Firſt, then, Iam to prove that Thought, 
inveſted Self-motion, and Reflection can't be, or be made 
with « to be, by Omnipotence it ſelf, primary Attri- 
Thinking, butes of Matter; as they are Inconſiſtent in Na. 
a #s pri- ture with its Extenſion, Solidity and Mobility); 
mey At and therein with its Diviſibility and Complex 
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— 22 and Paſſiue Nature. And Firſt, That Thought, 


' gence is or a Power of thinking can't be, or be made 

ffs to he a primary Attribute or Power of Matter, 
or be conceiv'd capable of being made to in- 
here in it in ſuch a Capacity ; but its Dio 
bility and Complexneſs reſulting from its Ex. 
renſion and Solidity in combination, and con. 
ſequently its Extenſion and Solidity two of its 
primary Attributes, ard therein its Eſſence, 

by the ſecon I Poſtulatum in the 37th Section) 

.. but all theſe are ipſo facto deſtroy d: 
A Power of Thought being Inconſiſtent in Na. 
ture with the Diviſibꝛlity and Complexneſs, and 


therein with the Extenſion and Solidity of Mat. 


ter, and therefore not to be made to co-exiſt, 
as a primary Attribute, with them in the ſame 
Subject by Omnipot=nce it ſelf. Now in or- 
der to the p 25 the Inconſiſtency in Na- 


ture *twixt the Complexneſs and Diviſibilig, 
and therein the Extenſion and Solidity, and 2 
Power of thinking in Matter; and therein of 
the utter impoſſibility of their being capable 
of being made to co-exiſt in the ſame Subjeft 
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a5 its primary Attributes ; I ſhall, Firſt, Shew 


in . 


how the prima 8. 
e 


And, 


:tributes of Matter inhere 
condly ; That. a Power of 


Thought or Perception can't be made to 
here in it after this manner, hut its Com; plex 


and Solidity, 


and Divi/ſible Nature, and therei in its Ext ee hay 


and conl; 


uently its Eſſnce, 


deſtroy'd. In order to find how the primary 


kributes of Matter do and mult inbere it it, 


theſe things, which will lead me into a So- 


lution of this Difficulty, are manifeſt. 
That all the primary Attributes of Matter be- 
long to, and inhere in every Particle of 1 
the whole Univerſe as neceſſarily as it is 
ter; This is as evident as It is that every 

tion of Matter whatever is complete Mat 
and conſequeutly has the Eſſence, and th 
all the primary Abuse of Matter 


aining to it: 


55 is as completely Matter as any the greateſt 
dl gate or Maſs whatever, it muſt be gran-. 


till any have 
of proving 


Iſt, 


1 in 
Me 


And that every Particle o 


ot the regis en Gift; 

that when any aſſignable Sy 
of Matter h is divided into any numbers of Parts 
thoſe Parts are not as 
after this Diviſion, or 


ſtem. 


rfectly Matter as fuck 
ve not as completely. 


the Eſſence, and F the whole Collection 


of the 


primary Attributes of 


ter, as they. 


had when connedlet together in one Maſs, 


Whereas if diviſion of a 


any way affect the Eſence, by 


of the primary Arti 


u 40% Mae 1, 5 


{Tinh urg v0 


12150 - 
Ont, 
now 
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the primary Attributes of Matter and its pri. 
mary Eſſence, as any the greateſt portion of, 


ended folid Subſtance: That it is infinite 


there is no Maſs but what has from time 90 


Eſſence or primary Attributes of Matter 4 


as completely Matter as the greateſt Maſs ; the 


not go about to. prove: Its Complexneſs ne. 
ceſſarily follows from its Dzviſehility 5 And 


tion), Diviſion no ways atfects the Eſſence a 
ſulting ; hence it neceſſarily follows that ever 


* 


know what portion of Matter in the Univer, 
can be ſuppos d to be · complete; inaſmuch 2 


time vary d in its bulk, and therein in effeg 
been divided, and conſequently according 1 
this Hypotheſis been affected in its Eſſo, 
by 1 ſome of its primary Attributes: 
And if diviſion into parts no way affects the 


ſuch, then the moſt minute Particle muſt be 


ter as ſuch, and therein be equally poſſeſs d of 


or the whole viſible Univerſe, And, &. 
condly, That Matter is as neceſſarily a con. 
plex and infitutely Diviſible, as it is an ex. 


diviſible, as extended, if it is diviſible at all 
is demonſtrable; inaſmuch as infinite 'divif 
bility is a demonſtrated Affection gf extend; 
ed Quantity; and that it is diviſible; I necd 


. * 


1 # 


if we ſuppoſe zuy Syſtem; Kt it © never t 
%% 


Attributes of the minuteſf Particle thence x- 


* 4 


Syſtem of Matter whatever i; made up of u 
infinite Collection of Parts, each of which by 
RE themſelve⸗ 


er rere 
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e whemſelves are complete and perfect Matter 
no way depending either for their Eſſence ot 
„ay of their primary Attributes upon their 
Connection, but being as completely furniſh'd 
MJ vith all their primary Attributes in a/neſolv'd 
25 they were in a connefed State. Now theſe 
things being admitted tis eaſy to ſhew' how 
and after what manner all the primary Attri- 
butes of Matter do, and muſt inhere in it: Fot 
as every Syſtem of Matter is made up of an in- 
finite Collection of Particles of the ſame kind; 
— ſecond of the two Propoſitions now laid 
un; and as all the Particles compoſing 
this Syſtem are complete and perfet Mat- 
ter, and have the Eſſence, and therein all the 
imary Attributes of Matter, by the Fir# + 
=o it neceſſarily follows, that any primary 
Attribute inherent in any aflignable Sytem 
Matter inheres proportionably in all its Parts, 
inaſmuch as it — won 2 an: and con- 
ſequently any Number of Parts have it pro- 
orionably to the Relation in 4 gnitu de they 
to the whole: Thus if Extenſion is a pri- 
mary Attribute of Matter, the Extenſion of 
18 the whole in 1 aſſignable muſt be 
made up of the Extenſions of all its Parts ta- 
ken together ; and if this Syſtem is reſoly'din- 
to never ſo minute Particles, as the Extenſion 
of the whole is diſcortinu'd upon its Diſſolu- 
tion, it is not at all loſt, but continues ſo in 
the reſolv'd Particles, as that they muſt neceſ- 
larily upon à new Compoſition produce the 


5 Fu v4 * 1 | < R 

a + of 
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5s. <8} 
very ſame Quantity of Extenſion: And ſo for "= 
all the other inherent primary Attributes of 422 
Matter, which gs they inhere in the whole of 2 
any Syſtem of Matter, muſt inhere proportio. 7 | 


nably in all its Parts, as neceſſarily as they ate 
. Parts, independently on the whole; D, 
and no Part is or can be without em of which : 
that whole is Compos d. The Queſtion now n 
is, in the ſecond Place, whether 2 Power of 
Thinking can be made a primary Attribute of NEA 
Letter ; and conſequently to inhere in ang ., 
Syſtem aſlignable after this manner; which 
we ſee it muſt do if it is a primary Attributeof 
Matter at all. And I Anſwer, that according 

to the Idea we have of it, (aud no farther an 

J either concern d, ot able ; or is it neceſſaty, 

or of any moment in the preſent Debate to con- 
ſider it) it can't be made by Omnipotence it 
ſelf a primary Attribute of Matter, and there. 
by to inbere in any aſſignable fem after this 
manner. For according to our Idea of it (what. 
ever it be in its intrinſc Nature further than 

it repreſents it ſelf to us in our idea) the 
Power of Thinking is not a Power of a coun 
ple Natute; or made up of, ur geſolvible ins 
to a Syſtem or Number of Piet ab the ſame 
kind ; hut a /imple,2individiial Power: z as re- 
BM mote from any thinglof Diuiſibiui y as: being of 
a Complex Nature, as ſumethingiis from beiſg 
l made up of, or,xefolvilte.into. an 1pfnircNum: 
ber of Nothings : If any WM- o. Iplita 


imple Perception imę a Collect ia A imallæ 
_ | ercepti- 
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for perreptions of the ſame kind, he will find it as 
of pr ticable as to divide Unity into infinite 
e N incgerr of the fameValu7 wirh it ſelf: Where- 
10- , were Thought Complex Power, we ſnoud 
ue Wc: as clearly that every, what we call,Simple 
15 perception is made up of innumerable ſmaller 


Perceptions of the ſame kind, as we ſee nou - 
2 Extenſion of any Syſtem of Matter is 
made up of and refolvible into the independent 
Extenſions of all its Parts taken together: And 
this becauſe Perception evidently implys con- 
ſaouſneſs, and that there can be no Perception 
without it: So that if the Power of Thought 
exerted, or an Act of Perception, is made up 
of infinite or innumerable, or whatever Colle- 
ction of ſmaller Perceptions of the ſame kind 
then each of theſe Subdiviſions implying its 
proper independent confeiouſnel, the thinking 
part of Man muſt not be one zndividual conſci- 
ous Being ; but muſt be, and be conſcious of 
its being a Syſtem of numberleſs independent 
individual conſcious Beings collected into one 
Maſi ; whereas as we are conſcious of the con- 
trary, we muſt acknowledge that the Power of 
Thought is repreſented to us in our Idea as an 
abſolutely indiuiſible Power, in oppoſition to 
all poſſibility of being of a Complex Nature ; 
and the primary Attributes of Things being 
in the Things themſelves by a ſtrict neceſlity, 
what they appear to us by the Mediation of 
our Ideas, conſequently it muſt be in reality 
what it repreſents it {elf to be in our rp 

de hows 


Arras r An BFA BA. 


ter, as ſuch it muſt inhere proportionably in al 


up the Power of Thinking in the whole Syſtem; 
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Ideat to our Underſtandings ; a Power which 
_ iniplys the utmoſt remotion from Cams. 
ſition or 3 - and, whatever it he 

beſides in its intrinſic Nature farther then ou 
Ideas inform us of it, what is neceſſarily ſim, 
one ; uncompounded, indiviſible, and utter 
incapable of refulting from a Collection q 
Sett of inferior Powers of the ſame kind. Which 
being admitted , the impoſſibility that thy 
Power of Thinking ſhou d be, or be capable a 
being made by Omnipotence it ſelf a prope 
- Inherent primary Attribute of any Syſtem 9 
Matter, may be eaſily and briefly demonſtrated, 
For every proper inherent primary Attributeof Ml - 
any Syſtem of Matter, as it inberes in the bol, Ml © 
inheres proportionably in all irs Parts, and thi 
as necefiarily as it is a primary Attribute off 
Matter ; this I have demonſtrated : And con- 
ſequently how many Parts ſoever that Syſten 
contains, ſo often 1s that Attribute indepen. 
dently compris'd in the Syſtem aſſign d: | 
therefore a Power of Thought can be made a 
inherent primary Attribute of a Syſtem of Mat. 


the independent Parts of that Syſtem ; an! 
every ſingle Part muſt have an individual Poy: 
er of Thought, which united together make 


and no Syſtem whatever can be inveſted witi 
a Power of Thinking, but that Power mull 

be made up of an infinite Collection of inde- 
pendent thinking, perceiving, and conſequently 
„ | 5 : ſeparate 


* 
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ſeparatel conſcious Powers ; Whereas, a Pow- 


cr of hought being demonſtratively of no 
0 ſuch Complex, but of a ſtrictly individual - un- 
compounded Nature; as, if it is an inherent 
d primary Attribute of Matter, it muſt neceſ- 
pl pro 3 * | 
a farily be the contrary, (as long as Matter con- 
e ties extended and 15 A, and conſequently 
ih a Complex and Niviſible Subſtance) as it is now = 
tit can't poſlibly be made to appertain to Marter 
ea er any Syſtem, or Portion of it whatever: 
Bat all Matter is neceſſarily Divi/ebI> and Cam- 
wy plex, as it is neceilarily Extended and Solid ; 
tei beither can any Portion of Matter be made 
eg ſmall even by Omnipotence it ſelf, but that 
„i muſt contain Partes Extra Partes as long as 
tei continues what it is ; and thoſe infinite, as 
eg erer y Portion of Extended Solid Subſtance 


on. whatever has demonſtrably the Affection of In- 
+, WM fnite Diviſibility ;, therefore a Power of Think- 
en. is which we are conſciqus is an .mncomplex and 
WM intirely ſimple Power, can't poſſibly be made an 


ture, 


on iberent primary Attribute of any Portion of 
hat. Matter whatever; as it is neceſſarily of a Com- | 
12 fler Nature, and conſequently can't admit of 
* . Attributes primarily inhering in it but 
dun- vat are Compounded; and conſiſt of the Sum 
Uke of the Attributes of a the 17 5 kind, which in- 
em- here independently in all the Particles which 
vin Compoſe it, taken together. Hence it is evi- 
nut! dent, that no Portion of Matter can be inveſted, 
4. © conceiv'd to be inveſted with a Power of 
ntly Thinking but its Complex and Diviſible Na- 
ö Alt | 5 
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ture, and therein its Extenſion and Soli Jity at: 
deſtroy'd ; inaſmuch as, as it is complex and Co 
diviſible, it can t poſſibly admit of this Pom 
as its primary Attribute: And hence it ; 5, 
clear, that a Poreer of Thought is Inconſſſn i 
in Nature with the Extenſion and Solidity, 3 12 


. _ - With their necefſary Conſequences, the Diui. po 
ſibility and Complex Natures of Matter; an zn 


conſequently, by the third Poſtulatum in tb exi 
37th Section, they can't be conceiv'd to Cox. to 
"in the ſame Subject as Oy Attri- MW 41 
tes, but the Subject it ſelf is deſtroyd; MM col 


Whence it follows (which was the thing I ur. W ne: 

dertook to demonſtrate) That Ommipotence i | «x; 

ſelf can't inveſt any Syſlem of Matter ua. G. 

ever with a Power 55 

Attribute. : 8 
Matter F. 74. I know no Reaſon, why what I have M 4 


Thinking, as its primary fl the 


a 1% P'F ter as ſuch with a Power of thinking; or make W pos 
tribute, e- It a primary Attribute of Bod. If it be laid, MI xt 1 


neſs and Diviſibility of Matter is the ſole Foun- lan 
dat ion aſſign'd of the impoſſibility, that Goo WW ma 
Almighty ſhou' c inveſt any Syſtem of Matta WW anc 
with an inherem primary power of thinbing; N of 
if Gop can make a Syſtem of Matter ind. and 
fable and incomp.ex, then this Foundation I ver 
remo vd; and for any thing hitherto ny eac 
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he may inveſt that Syſtem as ſuch with a Pow-- 
e cx of Thought I Anſwer, that admitting this 
nd WM Conſequence to be Good ; tis impoſſible that 
1M Gop Almighty ſhou'd make any aſſignable 
5 Syſtem of Miter abſolutely indwviſible, and of 
an incomplex Nature: For no Portion of ex- 
% Wl c-nded ſolid Subſtance whatever, and I ſup- 
-W poſe when a Subſtance ceaſes to be extended 
n and ſolid it ceaſes'to be Matter, can poſſibly 
b exiſt without having Partes extra partes in- 
*. to which it is capable of being reſolv'd by an 
1. Almighty Hand ; were it otherwiſe, Matter 
4: cou d not be diviſible in inſinitum, for which 
r. nevertheleſs we have the ſtricteſt and moſt un- 
except ionable Demonſtration ; nay, were 
. Gop Almighty ſuppos'd capable of making 
7 WM the moſt minute Portion of Matter abſolutely 
indiviſible and incomplex, (which is and muſt be 
ve WH diviſible and complex in its own Nature 3) fo 
it that he cou'd not reſolve it into Parts, which 
It Reſolvibility implys Diviſibility and Complexneſs, 
*. at his own good Pleaſure ; he muſt be ſup- 
ke pos d to have and not to have the ſame Power 
d, at the ſame time, inaſmuch as the ſame Power 
1e that gives a Property can take it away, as a 
4. Power of Creation implys a Power of Annibi- 
n- lation alſo : And if Go p Almighty can't 
make any Portion of Matter of an indiviſible 
e and incomplex Nature ; then the Foundations 
of the precedent Demonſtration hold good; 
4. and as Matter is neceſſarily Complex, and e- 
very Port ion of it conſiſts of infinite Parts, 
each intirely Independent upon other, either 
EE as 


their Nature in the moſt minute Particle, a 


be a Power in the whole, made up of infinite 
Powers of the ſame kind in all the Parts; 


fore as no Syſtem of Matter can admit of any 


of aPower of Thinking ; but as long as it conti 


258. | 


the primary Attributes of every Portion aſſigna- 


not deny d to be an Attribute of the , shinking 
Subſtance, as Extenſion implys Diviſibili 7 
conſequently Complexneſs ; and Comp 


| The fir t Principles of " "3 
25 to their Exiſtence, Eſſence or Nature; and 
each ſeparately poſſeſs d of the ſame Number 
of primary Attributes ; and conſequently x 


ble inhering in the whole, muſt inhere propor- 
tionably in all its Parts, and completely as to 


well as in the whole ; if Thought, or a Powe 
of Thinking can be made a primary Attribute | 
of Matter, or any aſſignable Syſtem ; it muſt 


whereas we ſee it is directly the contrary, not 
a Poter conſiſting of a Collection of inde 

dent Powers of the ſame kind, but, as I — 
ſtrictly demonſtrated, a Power of an intirely 
Uncompounded and incomplex Nature: and there. 


primary Attribute but what is of a Complex Na. 
ture ; as long as it continues Complex it ſelf, 
ſo long it muſt be granted, that it can't admit 


nues Matter, it muſt neceſſarily be of a Con- 
plex Nature, and conſequently Omnipotence 
it ſelf can't poſſibly make a Power of Think- 
ing a primary Attribute of Matter. Or if it 
be ſaid, that in this way of Arguing I prove 
too much, upon Suppoſition that Extenſion s 


75, and 
xneſs 
removes a Power of thinking from being a pri- 


« = 


primary Attribute of purely Spiritual as well 
1s Material Subſtaneds 3 £54 confoninglia as: 
concludes as ſtrongly againſt Matter of Fact, 
% it does againſt the Hypotheſis which it is 
brought to invalidate: I Anſwer, that if all 
extended Subſtance is therefore Compl-x, then 
this Argument demonſtrates, that the rhinking 
Subſtance has no real Relation to Extenſion at 
all; if otherwiſe this Objection is invalid: And 
that there inay be Subſtances unextended no 
Body can diſprove : Indeed were it neceſſury 
in this Place it might, I believe, be ſhewrrthae 
ſome of the Operations of human Underſtan- 
ding inferr neceſſarily the actual Exiſtence of 
me xtended Subſtance. Or if it be ſaid, in the 
laſt Place, that a Power or Attribute may be 
ſuperadded to a Subſtance, and madeits primary 
Attribute, without any neceſſity of its inhere- 
ing proportionably in all the Parts of the Sub- 
ſtance to which it is ſuperadded; and conſe- 
quently a Power of thinking may be ſuperad- 
ded to a Syſtem of Matter, tho it is of ary in- 
tirely incomplex Nature, as its primary Attri- 
butezas it is not neceſſary that it fhou d inhere in 
a Complex manner in all the Particles of which 
that Syſtem conſiſts, and conſequently as it 
may inhere in it without any prejudice” to its 
incomplex Nature. I. Anſwer, that if by be- 
ing ſuperadded to it, is meant its being made 
to have the Subſtance of what it is ſuperadded 
to for its immediate neceſſary ſupport upon 
which it depends * its Exiftence 5, this is 
* im- 
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impoſſible: And if by being ſuper#dded to it 
is meant no more but its being connected 10 
it, without having it for the immediate ſuppore 
of its exiſtence, but ſomething elſe in im- 
mediate Conretion with the Syſtem aſlign'd 
it is a primary Attribute of that ſamet bing, and 
not of the Syſtem of Matter with which it is 
connected; let this Connection be never ſo 
much cloſer than we can conceive. Now that 
an incomplex Power can't poſſibly be ſuperad. 
ded to a Syſtem or Portion of Matter, in the 
former of theſe two Senſes, may eaſily be de- 
monſtrated: For all proper primary inherent 
Powers, 3 or Attributes flow nece- 
ſarily from the Effences of the Subjects they 
inhere in; if they always belong d to em from 
their Eſſences as they were firſt Created; if 
they: are ſoperadde to em by Omnipotence, 
from thoſe Eſſences inlarg d ſmce they were fi 
Created: Whatever therefore is, or can 
conceiv'd capable of being made an inherent pri. 
mary Attribute of Matter, or of any parti- 
cular Syſtem of it whatever; muſt as a pri- 
mary Attribute flow neceſſarily from the pri- 
mary Eſſence of Matter, or of the particular 
Sy ſtem of Matter to which it is conceiv'd to 
apfiertain ; but the Eſſence of Mutter can't 
conſiſt or be made to conſiſt in its be ing thiaot 
that Portion, of this or that or any e 
or Magnitude whatever; for if ſo bare Rela- 
tions may be made the ſources of real Powers, 
and nothing real the proper efficient oy of 


Modern Deiſm Confuted. | 


of ſomething ; but it muſt be the Subſtratum or 
% Foundation of the Exiſtence of the Powers of 
Port al the Parts, into which Omnipotence it ſelf 


can divide jt : And the Eſſence of any the leaſt 


nd Particle being the ſame as it is in the Sum 
- WTotal of thoſe Particles, of which any Aggre- 
| 0 gate aſſignable is Compos'd ʒ conſequently tis 
Fir plain, that whatever 1s a , proper 7nberent. 
4 WP mary Attribute of Matter, or any Portion 


of Matter, as it muſt neceſſarily flow from 
the Eſſence of Matter, or of the Portion af< 
Ifon'd ; muſt neceſſarily alſo fow from the 
Eiſence of, and conſequently ſſrictly and pro- 


hey Particles of Matter, of which the 8y ſtem. 

br aſhgn'd is Compos d, 1 % In 121 . 

ice g. 75. e a Power of Self: ug 1 

Joch an one as will anſwer and account for the weis 
„ eden of Mil in human Souls, can't be, or bes ef 

be made to 4 a primary Attribute or Power of 8 

pri. 10 F-1 v5 duge's Se feÞ $4,521,008 48 fp 

. latter even by Omnipotence it ſelf „ but. its eg 
„eh Paſſive Nature, nay, and its Complexr, Anripun 

a? rſs and Diviſifility, and by conſequence its gg. 


1 7 ® 


2 being Inconſftem in Nature with the Paſlive 
50 ature of Matter ; and ſuch an one in parti- 
VVV 
i Power of Volition in Human Soul being neous 


en with its Diviſble and Complex Nature. 
Now that G op Almighty, gau't, make. Self 
n02on in general a. Fiber any 

e Syſtem 


rerly reſide in every the infinite Nombers: of 


Extenſion and Solidity ; and its Eſſence it fell is aner n 
deſtroy d: A Power of Self-mation in general ſelf. 
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3 Subject ; or be concetv'd to flow equall 


may be ſaid, tho with what Reaſon we need m 
: Y» or ary other way, of ſo independently a Cn. 


 Whence independent Attributes flow may be 
remov'd, without any prejudice to that parti 
it from whence thoſe Attributes proceed, upon 
which the Attributes deſtroy'd have no cop 
9, or with which they have no neceſſary 
nection ; and we can't ſay that Moy of 
the one Hand, and Extenſion, and Solidty 


with, or Phyſical dependency upon each other 


an farther upon this, I ſay, for this Reaſon; 
and becauſe- Rent be ſuppos d, that any . 
8 of 


The firſt Principles of 
Syſtem of Matter whatever, as long as it cont. 
nues to retain its whole preſent Eſſence and 
Nature, is ſelf-evident ; becauſe in its preſert 
Circumſtances a contradictory Power, or an in-M tu 


tirely Paſſive Nature is one of its primary A. th 


tributes ; and this and the former being abſo- N 
lute Inconſiſtents, they can't be aſcrib'd to th ly 


at all times from the ſame Eſſence, which 

the primary Attributes of Matter neceſſaril 
do, but the Eſſence it ſelf is ipſo facto deſtroy 
But not to inſiſt at large upon this, becauſe i 
may be Queſtion'd by ſome, whether the þ 
act ivityof Matter being deſtroy'd, its Extenſa 
and Solidity are deſtroy'd alſo ; the inmof 
Nature of the Eſſence of Matter being (i 


mn, bo 222 


now examin) for any thing we know henc, 


mw, AZ 


plex Nature as that that part of it. fron 


Ge on the other, have a neceſſary Conneftion 
as exiſting in the ſame Subject: Not to infil 


7 0 8 | 
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or can be ſo Inconſiſtent and Contradictory in 
their Aſſertions as to hold, that Matter, whilſt 
it retains its whole preſent Eſſence and Na- 
ture, can be inveſted with a Self motive Power; 
that being to ſuppoſe it Self-motive in its own 
Nature, and in the ſame abſolutely and intire- 
ly and eſſentially paſſive at the ſame time, 
which is a groſs Contradiction: I believe, tho 
we throw the Attribute of Ina&ivity out of 
our Conception of Matter, it may ſtill be de- 
monſtrated, that Omnipotence it ſelf can't in- 
veſt any Syſtem of Matter whatever with ſuch 
an Autokineſy as its primary Attribute, as will 
account for the Power of Selfractivity, or Free- 
will in Human Souls, but that a Power of this 
Nature is inconſiſtent even with the complex 
and divifible Nature of Matter; and there- 
fore if aſcrib'd to it, deſtroys its Extenſion 
= Solidity, and conſequently its Eſſence it 
F. 76. And here tis at firſt fight plain, that Maner | 
Extenſion and Solidity imply no kind of Power 23 
of Selfractiuity in the Nature of the extended juch « 
ſolid thing; inaſmuch as we find on the con- _—_ of 
ttary them aud an intirely paſſive Nature uni- an 
ted at preſent thro out all the known material account for 
Univerſe in the ſame Subject: It does not aer 1 
therefore follow, tho we arbitrariouſly throw $ub#ances 
its paſſtve Nature out ef our conception of «its » je 
Matter, that what is extexided and ſolid, and — 2 : 


conſequently comp lex and-diviſh le is, | becauſe even by 


> 


inveſted with theſe Attributes, alſo Self-attive. 9 


tence is 


S 4 +... TRE ſelf 


x 4-d ; 


* «4 F 4 
8 
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The Queſtion then is, whether Complexneſ; 
and Diviſibility reſulting from Extenſion and 
Solidity in combination, on the one hand, 
and a Power of Self motion, ſnch as will a 
count for that Power in us, which wecall Fes. 
will, on the other; can conſiſt in the ſame Sub- 
ject: Or whether, on the contrary, the Addi- 
tion of a Self motion of this Nature to a Sub- 
' ſtance, does not imply the Deſtruction of Di. 
vjſibility and Complexneſs in the ſame: Which 
if it does, it muſt be granted, (by the third Poſtu. 


latum in the 37th Section,) that Omnipotence 
it ſelf can't inveſt Matter with this Power of 


Self-aFivity; as Matter is no . ſuch af. 
ter it ceaſes to be extendedand ſolid, any more 
than any other Subſtance continues to be it ſelf 
after its Annihilation. And that Complexneſs and 
Diuiſibility, and therein Extenſion and Solidi- 
ty, can't poſſibly conſiſt with ſuch a Se, -adli. 
' wity as will alone account for the Power of 

_ Free-will in thinking Subſtances in the ſame 


Subject, I believe it may be unexceptionably 


demonſtrated. For, tis manifeſt, from what 
has been already offer'd, that every primary 
Attribute of Matter as it inberes in the whole, 
muſt n in all its parts ; and 
in every aſſignable Syſtem of Matter, every 
individual Partiele muſt be poſſeſs d of that 


Attribute in kind, independently on all the 


reſt; ſo that that Attribute in the whole muſt 
be made up, if conſider d in quantity, of it 
ſelf in kind, tho infinitely ſmall, infinitely 

"4 A, HA bp repeated; 


independent Particles: Thus is the Expanſiun 
of the whole made up of the independent Ex- 
panſions of all the parts taken together; and 


thus the Motion of the mbole is p ſtimate of _ 7 
carding to the quantity of Matter in the Bo- 


dy moving, or made up of the Motions of all 
the parts taken together; and thus, if a Syſtem 
of Matter is conceiv*d inveſted with a Power of 


Self-motion as its primary Attribute, the Self- 


notion of the whole muſt be eſtimated according 
to the quantity of Matter in the Body moving 


it ſelf, or it muſt conſiſt of the independent 


Self-mortions of all the parts of that Syſtem 
taken together: After this manner muſt a 
Power of Self- motion or Selfractivity inhere in 


any Syſtem of Matter, if it is one of its pri- 


mary Attributes ; and conſequently it muſt be 


a complex Power, reſulting from the combi- 


nation of innumerable diſtin& independent 
Powersof the ſame kind. The Queſtion now is, 


whether the Power of Self-attiviy, orVolition 


in thinking Subſtances, is a Power of this Na- 
ture, and conſequently capable of being made 
a primary Attribute of any Syſtem of Matter: 


And I anſwer, That if we reflect never fo lit- 


tle upon it, as we find it in our ſelves, we 
ſhall ſee that it is not; but a Power abſolute- 
ly Simple in oppoſition to all poſlibility- of be- 
ing complex, or conſiſting of a Collection of 
independent Powers of the ſame kind. For 


as 


+ 
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repeated ; as every Syſtem of Matter is infi- _ 
nitely diviſible, and therein conſiſts of infinite 
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as a Power is in its Nature, accordingly is it 


by a ſtri& neceſſity in its Operation; or, in 
other Words, every thing acis as it is; other. 
wiſe there muſt be ſomething in the Effet 
Which is not in the Cauſe ; which ſomething 

muſt conſequently be caus'd beer which 
is a palpable impoſſibility: But every Act of 
Volition, which is nothing elſe but the Power 
of Se Factivity in thinking Subſtances put in 


execution, is an intirely ſimple, incomplex, indi. 


viſible Thing ; not made up of, or capable of 
being ſplit into, a Collection of rinnumerahle 
independent Acts of the ſame kind; but on- 
abdſolutely, in oppoſition to all manner of Con. 

poſition, Diviſibility and Complexneſs of Na. 
ture: Not only ſimple as a ſingle Act, but in 


the inmoſt Nature of the Action, as far as our 


reflex Idea of it repreſents it to us: Were it the 
contrary, we ſhou d ſee as clearly that every 
Volition or Self-determination of the Mind con- 
fiſts of a Collection of innumerable Sede. 


terminations of the ſame kind, as we ſhoud 


| ſee that: a Power of Perception conſiſted of: 

Collection of independent Perceptions of the 
ſame kind, did it actually ſo, and that for : 
like Reaſon; becauſe as when we will a thing 
we are at leaſt generally ſpeaking conſcious of 
it, ſo where there are theſe Acts of Yolition 

there is conſciouſneſs of thoſe Volirions ; and 
did one of theſe Acts of Volition in our Souk 
conſiſt of a Collection of innumerable - inde- 

pendent AA, of the ſame kind, we muſt be 
. 2 7” conſcious 
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it is in the AF, ſo it is in the Power from 


whence that Ad proceeds; and conſequently 


the Power of Volition in thinking Subſtances 


is evidently no complex Power, but ſimple and 
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Ow of thoſe innumerable Act, of which, | 
independent one upon another, it is compos'd 3 
each Act of which it is compounded, implying 
our conſciouſneſs of 1t, as well as the Aggre- 

gate implys our conſciouſneſs of it; one Power 
neceſſarily acting upon us after the ſame man- 
ner, and accordingly having neceſſarily the 
ſame effect upon us, in proportion to its ative 
force, as another of the ſame Nature: But as 


indiviſible, in oppoſition to all compoſition, or 


if the Power of Self-activity, or Volitian in 
thinking Subſtances is of this Nature, then 
unleſs any portion of Matter can be inveſted 
by Omnipotence with an incomplex, individu- 
al Power, as its primary Attr! 


combination of Powers of the ſame kind. And 


te, cis, plain 


that it won't admit of ſuch a Power of Self- 


notion, as will account for the Power of Free- 
will in thinking Beings ; but this itcan't, as I 
have already demonſtrated ; as an individual 


incomplex Power can't (whereas every primary _ 
Attribute of Matter muſt) inhere, proportion- -. 


4 4 4 * 1 
0 


ably as in the whole, in all its parts; and con- 


fiſt of a Collection of independent Powers of 


the ſame kind: And therefore Matter neceſſa- 


rily being, as long as it continues what it is, 


of a diuiſible v Nature, and as ſuch ad- 


but complex primary At- 
| tributes 


The fir Principles of 

_ tributes and Powers; conſequently Extenfoy 
and Solidity on the one hand, and Selfactivig 
on the other, of ſuch a Nature as can only an- re) 
ſwer the power of Free- Will in thinking Sub. WM 
ſtances, can't poſſibly be made to conſiſt in the , 
ſame Subject Therefore to whatever Sub- MW 
ject this S#lf-afive or Self-moative Power is 4 
added, in the ſame Complexneſs an] Diviſiti- 
lity, and there in Extenſion and Solidity are, 1 
by the third Poſtulatum in the 37th Section, 1 
neceſſarily deſtroy d: But theſe Attributes be- 10 

ing remov'd, I ſuppoſe none will ſay that the 
Effence of Matter can remain afterwards; - 


and conſequently *tis manifeſt, that a Power - 
of Self-motion, ſuch an one as will anſwer and . 


account for the Power of Autokineſy, or Free. 8. 
dom of Will in Human Souls, can't be, or be N 
made to be a primary Power or Attribute of 
Mlatter even by Omnipotence it ſelf. 1 
Mane, F. 77. Thirdly, A Power of Reflection, ſuch 
cant be in- an one as will account for thoſe reflex Alls of 
veſtedwith the Underſtanding, by which we are made 
ſuch 4 » £ , 
Power of Conſcious of the Internal Powers and Facnltys 
Refieion of our own Souls, can't poſſibly be made a 
uu fe. primary Attribute, or any Attribute of Matter 
che diode at all, even by Omnipotence ; inaſmuch as a 
of operati- Power of this Nature is abſolutely inconſetew 
Fo, with the Extenſon and Solidity of Matter, 
which pro- and can't be.aſcrib'd to it, but theſe two its At- 
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e conſequently in Eſence ir {elf 
in thinking er 
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i; deſtroy d. And this will appear from theſe = 
two Propoſitions made good ; Firſt,' That che © 
fer All, of Human Underſtanding aſcrib'd to 

any Syſtem ef Matter whatever, muſt ſuppoſe 

that Syſtem capable of acting upon it ſelf in 

the ſtridteſt Sence : And Secondly, That no 

portion of” Matter will, or can admit of any 

Power of this Nature, as long as it continues 

exten-led and ſolid; and therein as long as it 
continues what it is. Firſt, The reflex Ats of 

Human Underſtanding aſcribd to any Syſtem of 

- MW eter whatever, muſt ſupoſe that Syſtem ca- 

pable of acting upon it ſelf in the ſtricteſt Sence. 


And here, from what has been offer d in proof 
3 of the abſolute Inmateriality of thinking Sub- 
; ſtances, tis unexceptionably plain, that thoſe 
. Subſtances are of an abſolutely indiviſillæ and 
f momples, and if all extended Subſtance is 


there fore complex and diviſible, of an un- 
K extended Nature; for if a complex Subſtance 
won't admit of an inherent incomplex Power, 


x what will admit of it muſt be incomplex ; and 
= KL thinking Subſtances are inveſted with ſeve- 
: ral of this Nature, they muſt be intirely un- 
: compounded and indiviſible ; and conſequent- 
/ ly, if all Extenſion 5 Diviſibility, of an un- 
1 extended Nature. Now as we are made ſen- 
. ſible of the Operations and Powers of all things 
, abroad by their ating upon our Organs of 


f Senſat ion, and by thoſe Actions or Impreſſions 
4 convey'd y to, and exciting Ideas in our Souls; 
ſo of the O 


perations and Powers of our own | 


2 5 Souls, ö 


210 The firſt Principles of 

"Souls, we are made conſcious by the Impreſſi- 

ons which thoſe Powers make upon our Ming;, 

and the operative Power by which theſe In- 

preſſions are made we call a Power of Re. 

ect ion; thus as when we look abroad, Exter. 
nal Nature makes ſuch Impreſſions upon us, as | 

furniſh us with Leas of the infinite varietys of 

beautiful Scenes in the viſible Univerſe; ſo 

when we turn the Eyes of our Underſtand. 

ings upon our ſelves, the ſeveral Internal Power, 

we are furniſh'd with, make ſuch Impreſſion 

upon us, as give us reflex Ideas of themſelves, 

and therein of ſo much as we know, relating 

to the inviſible World: And if a Syſtem of 

Matter is conceiv'd to be that Subſtance in 

us, which is inveſted with the Powers and 

Facultys of thinking Beings; as in order to 

this it muſt be intirely indiviſible, and abſo- 


lutely incomplex, not made up of independent 
Parts, but an individual in the ſtricteſt Senſe, 
in oppoſition to all manner of Compoſition 
and Complexneſs, otherwiſe they can't be it 
proper primary inherent Attributes, as I have 
no prov'd; neither can they any way reſult 
from it in whatever Circumſtances, as I ſhall Y 


prove * ſo if it can be made conſciou 
of its own Powers and Facultys as a thinking 
Subſtance, the Impreſſions generating this Con- 
ſciouſneſs, muſt be made by the Operations of 
thoſe Powers upon it ſelf ; but the Powers df 
Subſtances operate no otherwiſe than as the) 
are in the Subſtances themſelves ; as the 
18 cant 
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can't exiſt, much leſs Act without thoſe Sub- 
ſtances to as 'em 3 or a Subſtance can't 
exert and make any Thing ſenſible or conſci- 
ous of its Powers without its own immediate 
acting according to, and therein diſplaying 
the —.— it is inveſted with ; therefore in 
order to its diſplaying its Powers andFacultys 
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>: | 


the Thinking Mater ial Syſtem aſſign'd muſt 2 & | 


upon the Subject to be made conſcious of em 
according to thoſe Powers ; but this Syſtem 
can't conſiſt of Parts, therefore it can't 
act by Parts, or one Part of it upon ano- 


ther, in order to produce a conſciouſneſs of 


its Powers in it ſelf ; neither can it receive a- 
ny Material Impreſſions without Material Acti- 
an; therefore if it can be made conſcious of 
its owns Powers it muſt be by acting, ſtrictly 


ſpeaking, upon it ſelf. Thus is the firſt Pro- 
"pg prov'd : And the ſecond is demonſtra- 
e 


in a very few Words. For that no Portion 
of Matter, tho we ſhou d conceive it capable of 
being made an incomplex Subſtance by Omni- 


potence, will or can admit of any Power of 
this Nature as long as it continues extended and 
ſolid, I have demonſtrated heretofore; and 


therefore need here uy repeat very briefly 
what has been already {aid : For as long as 
Matter is extended and ſolid, *tis evident that 
all Material Action implys local Motion; there- 
fore a Body cant Act upon it ſelf (as it can't 


otherwiſe Act at all) but in order to that Aion 
it muſt 21ove thro Space; but all Space moved 


thro? 
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thro' implys diſtance of Place twixt the Terms 
or Limits of the Motion; therefore as in ordet 
to Act upon it ſelf it muſt move thro Spa, 
it muſt be ſuppos d as the Thing Acting at; 
diſtance from it ſelf as the Thing 207 


upon ; and therefore in two Places at the 


ſame time: Which as it can't poſſibly 
be, unleſs Contradictions can be reconcil{, 
_ conſequently tis impoſſible for any Portion of 
Matter (as long as it continues extended and 
ſolid, and therein by the third Poſtulatum in 
the 37th Section, as long as it continues what 
it 1s) to be inveſted with a Power of din 
upon it ſelf in that only ſtrict Sence in which 
it might be capable of Accounting for the 
Power of Reflection in human Underſtanding, 
(as Gop Almighty can't work ContradiQtons) 
by Omnipotence it ſelf. And as this Power 


can't be made an Attribute of Matter as lon 


as it contimies an extended ſolid Subſtance, ſo 
neither can it be an Attribute of any extended 
Subſtance whatever; inaſmuch as the Actions 

of every extended Subſtance imply local Mo- 
tion, and conſequently what I have now urg d 
holds as ſtrongly againſt its being capable of 
appertaining to any extended Subſtance what- 
ever as to Matter: Hence it is plain, that the 
thinking Subſtance in us is not extended at all; 
but as it is intirely incomples in its Nature, 1s 
an abſolutely iumnextended as well as uncompoun- 
ded Subſtance. And as to that kind of Ref. 
ction which is propos d in the 71# Sed ion in 


orqdel 
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order to account for that Power which pro- = 
let WY duces conſciouſneſs in Human Underſtandings, 
ce, the Action of one Part of a Material Sy- 
7 m upon another, tis evidently intirely in- 
ſufficient in order to this End: For, beſides 
he that I have demonſtrated already that nothing 
of this Nature can be inveſted with as much 
% a Power of Thinking or Free-will, as its pri- 
of W mary Attribute, by Omnipotence it ſelf; and as 
nd { ſhall immediately ſhew that the ſame Power 
in can't make theſe Inherent Attributes of Mat- 
ut W rer in whatever Circumſtances of Minuteneſs, 
, Inteſtin Motion and Configuration of Parts ; 
from what is already offer d in oppoſition to 
he WY the Poſlibility, that Go D Almighty ſhou'd 
„ make any Portion of Matter whatever an ab- 
) folutely incomplex individual Thing, we have 
et the cleareſt Evidence in the World for the ab- 
; ſurdity of this Notion : For is the acting of 
0 one Part of Matter upon another the ſame as 
ed the ating of an Individual upon it ſelf? Or is 
ns it capable of being made ſo? As much as di- 
0- ſtinct Independent Particles of Matter are, or 
0 are capable of being made abſolutely and indi- 
of vidually the ſame : Which we ſee is utterly im- 
t- poſſible even to an Almighty Hand. Whereas 
ne in the thinking Subſtance in us the conſcious 
l; Individual is evidently made conſcious of this 
Is or that its own Power or Faculty by its refle- 
n- ing upon its own Iauvidual Self; therefore 
if Efron Parts of Matter can't be ſuppos'd 
in abſolutely and * the ſame 4 
| 1 = = 
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ſame time, that Omnipotence can't make em 


the ſame, and they are ſo far from any likely. 
hood of being the ſame, as, in order to be ca- 


pable of acting upon each other, to be not on- 
ly intrinſically different, but locally 4iflant 
rom each other; the acting of one of theſe 
upon another car!t be the acting of one indi. 
vidual thing upon it ſelf : But tis an Action of 
this kind which thinking Matter muſt exert in 
order to make it ſelf conſcious of its own Pow- 
ers, if it can be made comſcious of em at all: 


And conſequently the Reflection propos d in the 


71/t Section, is nothing at all to the purpoſe, 


_- when aſſign'd to Account for the Reflex A. 


and conſequent Conſciouſneſs which we find 
Thinking Subſtances actually poſſeſs d of. 
F. 78. I come now briefly to ſhew, what 


Mauer in 1 propoſe to prove, in the Second Place, in the 


Rel. is miteneſe and Configuration of P arts. And this 


wre ver 


Cicum- 64#Þ and 7oth Sections; That Omnipotence it 


fene ef ſelf can't make the Powers aſſign'd the reſult | 
+ , Moti, of whatever Motions and Combinations the Par- 


Minute- 


| meſs, and ticles Compoſing any individual Syſtem of Mat- 


Confgw® ter are capable of, however Modify'a, and in 
Ten I, Whatever Circumſtances as to Minueeneſs and 


ct beve Configuration of Parts and inteſt in Agitations ; 
nen and in whatever unknown Capacitys from all 
CG; the poſſible Complications of its either known 
and Refie- or latent Attributes and Powers: Or, as it | 


peadletes expre ſs d in the 724 Section, That they can! be 


F can in made to refult by Onmipotence it ſelf from Matte 


Omnipo-- in whatever Motions, and of whatever M. 


may 
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made an Attribute of Matter as ſucb, unleſs the 


moſt palpable Contradictions can be reconcil'd 5 


ſo neither can it be made a Power of any Sy 
tem of Matter, in whatever Circumſtan- 
ces as r6 Motion, Minuteneſs, and Configura- 


tion of Parts, unleſs the ſame can be done: 
For in this Caſe the Actions of the Parts of a 
Syſtzm of Matter one upon another won't do 

the Buſineſs, but in order to the Production 
of an individual Conſciouſneſs the ſame indivi- 


dual Particle muſt be capable of 475 
it ſelf ; or the ſame Syſtem muſt be capa 


acting upon it ſelf as ſuch an individual: Both 
which are impoflible, as in the laſt Section is 
unexceptionably demonſtrated. And as to the 


Powers of Thought or Perception, and Free- 


will; as they can't be ſuperadded tœand made 


to inhere in Matter as its primary Attribute, 


by Omnipotence it ſelf : So neither can they 


reſult from the Minuteneſs, Figure, and Mo- 
tion, and all the Powers known and unknown 


of the Particles Compoſing any aſſignable 8 y- 
ſtem of Matter in whatever Compoſitions 3 
as is plain from what I have offer d in the 
69th compar d with what is Jon's inthe 54th 
and 55th, and Vindicated from a. 

ons in the three following Se#ions : That is, 
They can't reſult from Matter in whatever 


Circumſtances, as its Eſſence and Nature are 


le of 
being made a ſtrictly individual Thing, and f 


all Excepti- 


b 275 
may be done in no very large Compaſs. For 
as to the Power of Reflection, as it can't be 
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now Fram d. The Queſtion then is, Whether 
Go p Almighty can't ſuperadd 'em to all the 
Powers which can reſult at preſent from the i- 
nute Parts of ſome aſſignable Syſtem of Matter 
of theſe or thoſe Figures, and in this or that in- 
teſtin Motion and Agitation. And I Anſwer, 
That if by ſuperadding is meant ordaining 
that they ſhall reſult from Matter in theſe Cir. 
cumſtances as its proper Efelts; and conſe- 
uently making Matter in theſe Circum- 
ances their immediate Support and Sub. 
Jef of Inheſion ; (and if any thing elſe is 
meant by this ſuperaddition, as that they ſhall 
be ſuperadded to Matter, and yet Matter as 
ſuch, or in theſe Circumſtances, ſhall not he 
the immediate Subject of their Inbæſion, then 
is not Matter inveſted with em at all, but onl) 
the Subject they immediately inhere in, how- 
ever more dolely that Subjett be connected to 
Matter than we can conceive) I ſay, if the for- 
mer of theſe is meant, then Gop Almigh- 
ty can't ſuperadd the Powers of Thought or 
Perception, and Free-will to any aſſignable Sy- 
ſtem of Matter, in whatever Circumſtances as 
to the Minuteneſs, Configuration, and inteſtin 
Motion of the Particles it is Compos'd of, 
And that upon theſe two Accounts: Fri, in- 
aſmuch as he can't make either Thought or 
Free- will primary Attributes of Matter, as | 
have now prov'd ; nay, tho' it be conceiv'd of 
whatever Minuteneſs and Figure, inaſmuch as 
no Minuteneſs or Figure can change or remove 
its Diviſible and Complex Nature; and _ 
| 3 muc 
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1 much as tis clear that he can't make em re. 

e ſult from Motion as ſuch ; or any peculiar Spe- 
. cies of Motion as ſuch; unleſs, as theſe ab- 


1 ſtractly conſider d are nothing real, nothing id 
- WM cpable of being made the Subject of Iuheſion 
„ of poſitive Powers; inaſmuch as none of theſe 
8 things can be done. Which as they demon- 
- ſtratively can't ; tis as plain that he can't make 
any Syſtem of Matter whatever in the Circum- 


ſtances aflign'd, a thinking free Agent, as it is 
that he can't make a Power, or 8 reſult 
from the Combination of a Sett of Powers of 
a different intrinſic Nature from all or an 
the ſeparate Ingredients ; which he can't do 
unleſs he can make the whole greater thaw alt 
its Parts taken together That is, unleſs he 
is conceiv*d capable of working Contradi&tions? 
And, Secondly, becauſe no incomplex Power can 
. reſult, or be made to reſult from never fo a_ 
Complex Powers in Combination; whereas alf 
the real Powers of Matter are neceſſarily n. 
plex, as they inhere in and flow from a Com- 
plex Subſtance; and the Powers of Thought 
and Free- will being of intirely incompleæ Na- 
tures, conſequently they can't be made to flo 
from all the combin d Powers of Matter in 
whatever Circumſtances, but either the Na- 
ture of theſe combin'd Powers is deſtroy d, or 
ſomething may give or be made to give what 
it has not: But the later is impoſſible ; and cons 
ſequently neither can an Incomplex reſult from 
the Combination of a Sett of Complex Powers, 
but they ceaſe to be ſuch : But the Complex 
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Powers Matter is capable of in Combination, 


already in the 58th Se#ion of this Diſcourſe. 

If they inſtance, in Art, in the Compoſitionof 
the parts of a Material Engin; 
that it has a Power of producing ſuch Effects 
as none of its Parts ſeparately conſider d are 
1 till (0p e that the 
in Compoſition can pro- 


FE 


the Subſtance they reſult from, and therein its 


Extenſion and Solidity, are deſtroy d alſo; and 


conſequently the Powers of Thought and Free- 
mill can't be conceiv'd reſulting from all the 


but its Extenſion and Solidity are deſtroy'd ; 
but Extenſion and Selidity being deſtroy'd, 


Matter is deſtroy d; and uently theſe 
two Powers and Extenſion and Solidity can't 


confiſt in the ſame Snbject; but all Matter in 


Whatever Circumſtances is neceſſarily, as long 
Bit continues what it is, Extended and Solid; 


and therefore theſe two Attributes can't be 
made to reſult from whatever Powers of Mat- 


ter in whatever Circumſtances, and therein 


Proper'y ſuperadded to it, by the third Poſtu- 
ſell. If any wilt conten&that a Power may 


reſult from the Combination of a Sett of 


Powers of a quite different Nature from all or 
an of the ſeparate Ingredients z and inſtance | 


in favour of this, in what we call the ſecon- 


dary Qualitysof Bodys : This I have Anſwer'd 


ats of this Engin 
duce Effects of a quite different intrinſic) Na- 
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Powers being deſtroy d, the Complex Nature of 


um in the 37th Section, by Omnipotence it- Ml 
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any of 'em ſeparately confider'd ; and that as 


the Parts ſeparately conſider d can only Act 
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ture from any thing in the Power of each or 


upon, and make changes in other Bodys by Im- 


— and Communication of Motion, and the 
1 


ke ; the ſame Parts rightly diſpos'd in Com- 


bination can produce Effects different from 


theſe, or any like em, in their intrinſic Natures; 


theſe Inſtances are nothing to the purpoſe in 


the preſent Caſe : And that this can't be done 
I ſhall take it for granted, till I ſee ſome ſncceſs- 
ful Attempts of this kind. Or if they inſtance - 
in Nature, in the Compoſition and Strudture of 
the whole, or any of the Organs or Parts of 


Metallic or Mineral, Vegetative or Animal Bo- 


dys ; and contend that the Organs, for inſtance, 
of an Animal Body, or the Parts of any one of 
thoſe Organs, in due Combination and Com- 
pofition have Powers of producing ſuch Effects 
as can't poſſibly be produc d by thoſe Organs, 


or the Parts conſfituting thoſe Organs, in a 


State of Separation; till they can prove that 
the Effects they are capable of producing in 
Compoſition are intirely different in their In- 


trinſie Natures from any Effects producible by 


| thoſe Organs or Parts of Organs antecedent] 
to their being thus diſpos'd ; neither will theſe 
Inſtances do their Buſineſs : Or make any 
Thing to the Subverſion of what Ihave'now 
advanc d: And what I have, I conce ive, (fot I 
W look upon it as impoſſible in the Nature of the 
Thing, and that from what 1 have demon. 
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ſtrated in the 58ch Section, that they ſhoud 
ever be able to do any thing to the purpoſe in 


theſe Caſes) ſtrictly and unexceptionably de. 


monſtrated. 


A brief a F. 79. And now I conceive I have made un- 


Nasen, exceptionably good what I propos d to demon. 
ES: ſtrate under — ſecond — ral Head. And 
whari« of- therein completed my general Deſign, as it is 
Jeri me laid down in the ch Section; wherein I pro. 

lr the two poſe to prove, That the we do not know, o- 
general have no Ideas of the intrinſic Natures of the 


: Heads of Sub ſtances or Eſſences of Matter and thmking 


Diſcourſe. Beings,” yet it does not thence follow, that wy | 


are incapable of demonſtrating, that thoſe Sul. 
| ſtances or Eſſences are of intirely different and 
tncompatible Natures : Whence what I aim at 
in particular neceſſarily follows; That tho we 
hate no immediate Ideas of either, yet we can 
prove, that Matter and Human Souls have their 


Subſtances or Eſſences intirely and incommuni-. 
cably different one from another. And as, from 


what has been offer'd in the former part of this 
Diſcourſe, tis plain, that the inmoſt Natures 
of the Eſlences of Things are out of the reach 
of our narrow Facultys, and lye with reſpedt 

to us, and not withſtanding all our preſent ways 
of attaining Knowledge, in the deepeſt and 
moſt impenetrable Obfcurity ; ſo from what! 
have offer d in the /ates part, tis as evident, 
that tho we have no immediate Knowledge of 
their intrinſic Eſſences, yet we are able to de- 
monſtrate the abſolute and intire Incompatibil- 


iii. 


The firt Principles of N 


J 


y of the inmoſt Natures of Matter and Thint- | 
ing Subſtances. That we have no Knowledge 


of the inmoſt Natures of the primary Eſſences 
or Subſtances of Things, tis plain For after 


5 2 


n- W an Enumeration of the ſeveral Claſſes of the 

n- Objects of Human Knowledge, in order to 

nd MW determin its greateſt preſent poſlible Extent, 

is WM have fully made it appear, that the inmoſt 

o. W Natires of the. Sub/tances or Eſſences of nei- 
ther Matter nor thinking Beings are tobe found 

be in the number, or appertaining to any of the 

n: MW Claſſes of the Objects aſlign'd, or within the 

ve reach of our preſent Facultys 5 and I have 

b. ſhewn farther, that upon ſuppoſition of our 
nd WM Knowledge of theſe Things, ſuch Conſequen- 
at W ces neceſſarily follow, as Human Nature in 
ve W its preſent Circumſtancescan't pretend to with- 
„cout the vaineſt Arcogancy ; ſuch as thoſe Men 


ir WM who proceed upon the ſuppoſition . of their 
. Knowledge of x 39 Things, have never pre- 
m tended to in their greateſt, or in any conſide- 
bis WW rable Extent, nor come off with any tolerable 
es Succeſs, even within the narrow diſtrict f 
ch their reſpective Pretenſiqns ; From which two 
ef Particulars eſtabliſh'd, I think no other Con- 
9 WW cluſion than this can be made, that we are in- 
nd WM | tirely in the Dark as to the inmoſt Natures of 
tl Matter and Thinking Subſtances. But then 
it, WW notwithſtanding our Ignorance in theſe Ca- 
of ſes, that we are able to. demonſtrate, .that 
e. they are of incommunicably different intrinſic 
1. Natures, is as plain as the former; For l wo 
T9. bd 


* 


282 "The fir Principles of 
provd that Matter, as far as we know ir 
either at ſuch, or in whatever Circumſtance 
"won't admit of thrgg of the principal knowy 
Powers or Attributes of thinking Subſtances: 
T have prov'd, that be it inveſted with never ſo 

mam primary Attributes more than we know, 

. ſtill tis demonſtratively clear that the Power; 

of Thought, Free-will, and Reflection cant poſ. 

ſibly appertain to it, or any Syſtem of it what. 

ever either r ſuch, or in any aſſignable in. 

teſtin Motions of the moſt Minute of its parts, 

whatever their Figures be, and their Texture, 

_ - conſiſtently with the moſt notorious Matter if 

"Fat, in the preſent Eſtabliſhment and Conſt. 

tution of Things, and Settlement of the Lays 
of Nature: And I have prov'd farther that to 
iznyeſt Matter, either al univerſally, or am 

Syſtem or Syſtems of it in whatever Circum. 

ſtances arbitrariouſly, with the Powers of 

Tbougbt, Self- mation, and Reflection; ot, 1 
they are in thinking Beings, with Thought, 
Free-will,and a Power of Reflex Add ion, ſuch x 
produces Conſciouſneſs in Human Underſtand: 
ings, is demonſtratively out of the Verge of an 
Almighty Power; as directly CO 

to ſome of its known primary Attributes whuct 

 _ "viſt belong to, and inbere in it as long 38! 

Fentinues what it b. Whence 'tis clear tha 
2 the Attributes aſſign d can't belong to, orbe 
made to belong to Matter; = belong 

to ſomerbing of an intirely ferent and i. 

© compatible intrinſic Nature: That ſomething 

— A 1 | : | : 15 
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; what we call the Spiritual 25 of our ſelves 
nparticular, and in general thinking, and what 
re may now venture to call Immareriel Sub- 
ſtance : Which conſequently can't be Matter; 
r be made of any thing like Matter, or which: 
7 artakes n the leaſt Particular whatever of the 
Nature of Matter; but muſt be ſtrictly and 
properly Immaterial, in oppoſition to all poſ- 
{bility of e any Meaſure of any 
n. ching aper taining to the Nature and Eſſence uf 
F.80. I don't pretend that theſe which I. 2 
have now aſſign d, are all the Arguments which nf , 
(can be brought in favour of the Inmateriality 4.0% | 
of the Soul of Man, and other chinking;Sub- ſe of ſe- 
ſtances : I can't ſee why; the, Power we have — 
of correcting by a ſuperior Reaſon the Errors which 
- Wot our Imagination; why our Power of fra- te = 
ming abſtract and general Truths from Tuch faut of 
Particulars, as we pick up from Obſervations the. Iams 
% made upon the ſimple Notices we have from . — 

Len nion and Raflenlion; why our very dis ans other 
A. puting in favour of; and therein tacitly o- aer, 
an ing that we have ſome: inward Motive, -how- ;, che pre- 
wer we came hy it, to believe that what thinks:ſexs Dif 
ind, and e which thinks in _ 
"ii the Univerſe, is of a nature abſolutely, tial. 
and incompatibiy different from that of Mat- 
; ter: nay, N hy the common nt of the 
z 
ng 
1 
” 


agr 
a learned part of i in all Ages in | 
this Particular, That the Princigle which thinks 
nur it vaſtly ahqve; and of 4: quite different 


14 = Difference of thoſe hing 


Te Ie 9 Principles of” Fr 
Effente and Nature from Matter in whitens 
Arrumſtances; 1 ay Reaſon ab hs theſ 
Heads ſtrictly and accurate ly profecuted, mighy 
not furniſh — very ſtrong and ral 
ry Evidence of the abſolute Inmateriality of 
our own Souls; and other thinks pr Sr 
Neither do I find that the bell ſenſicive Fi. 
cultys of any Animals whatever, much leg 
the ſuperior intellectual Powers of reaſonabl 
' Creatures, are accounted for with the leaf] 
ſhadow of plauſibility by the moſt Acute 
Ether Ancient or Modern Materiali/ts that ever 
appear d ; which yet; we may be ſure, would 
; mays: ed done had there been àny the * 
5 Iy likely Grounds to proceed u 
: — have — — ili 
upon here, as they 9 quite beſide 
the Nature of « my” preſent Defign.  My- by 
ſineſs was hete to prove, that tho" We are de 
ſtitute of Ideas the inmoſt Natures of the 
Eſſences of Things, it does not thence folloy 
that we are incapable of probing the e entii 
s whichare-e//entid- 
bh different; For Inſtance, IJ hat tho wear 
ignorant of the Nature of Cirporeal and Sf 
ritual Subſtautes: pet we are able to briiz 
= Re ©. 4 —— Does 
ation: Onez w 
| Þevidentty;s the abſolute! 3ncomparibs 
19 


of ſuch oinbavent- Attributes £of: earli's 
daily Obs of  cither>the-Senſario.ut 
Lab aß lb 9 ans 


© Modern Det Coffe, 
3 of the reſpective Subjects they in- 
lere in: I look upon it as foreign to my pre- 


ſent Purpoſe to admit any thing upon this 
ben in favour of this Truth which does 


* 


3 being: Tho Natural Cauſes can do this d 


Fb, fff Principles of 


can't make it ceaſe to be, any more than t 

can bring it into being out of antecedent ng. 
thing; which is confeſs'd on all Hands ab. 
ſolutely above all finite Abilitys, and with 
the Verge of Omnipotence alone. The leaf 
Particle of Matter can't be annihilated by 11 
the Powers of Nature; but however any $;. 
ſtem or Compages of it may be liable to al 
terations in its form ; For Inſtance, Tho' the 
Body of Man were at firſt made out of the 
Duſt of the Ground, and afterwards became 
by the Power of Natural Cauſes liable to: 
Diſſolution; tho the ſame Cauſes, after hy. 
ving diffoly'd it, can reduce it to nothing yi. 
ſible in compariſon of the magnitude or 
which it ſuſtain d antecedently to its beit 
diffolv'd ;' taking all its Fd up into the 4: 
moſphere, and — em in the form 
Rain, or Vapours, or other Meteors, in thou 
| ſands of different places upon the face of th: 
Earth; and bringing the ſmall quantity of 
maining Solids into a light heap of Duff, which 
being diſpers'd far and wide by the Wind, my 
leave no viſible remains of the diffolv'd Bog 
| of Man, any more than if he had never beet 


and afterwards can employ the Fluids thus d. P 
ſpers d in the nouriſſiment of Vegetables, which al 
11 be food for inferior Animals which n 


F 


the food of living Men; and tho they can {ol C 
macerate the Solids, as to make em fit to bei d 
 carry'd up by the common Vehicle of Vegeta 

| | - on tin 


E 


Modern Deiſm Confuted. 

in into the Bodys of ſuch Plants as either the 
bey an, when alive, had em from; or the A. 
no. from which he got em was beholden to 
ab. for 'em ;. and tho! theſe in the living Men they 
hecome parts of, are liable to the ſame ſuccel- 
cal MW five alterations of Circumſtances , as. before; 
A 2nd tho? every Particle of Matter in all Ani- * 
9. 22! Bodys is liable to the ſame Viciſſitudes and 
al. fluxes ; and every Compages of Matter in : 

whatever Circumſtances is, proportionably to 
tte its greater or leſs firmneſs of” connection of 
Parts, expos'd to the ſame: Tho theſe Things 
are thus, I ſay, yet none of theſe Particles af- 
ter innumerable ſucceflive. changes of Relati: 
ons, Modes and Circumſtances, can be diſ- 
| carded of their Exiſtence by any Power inte- 
rior to Omnipotence ; but after all that Na- - 
ture can do in running 'em ſucceſſively into 
infinite different Circumſtances, they muſt al! 
continne the ſame as to Subſtance to all Eter- + 
nity; if they are not redu&d into their origls 
nary Nothing by an Almighty Hand. And as 
it is thus with Material, it muſt be ſo with all | 
manner of Subſtances, with reſpect to the po- 
fibility. of their being annihilated by ſecond | 
Cauſes, and Inmaterial hiking, Beings muſt. 
be of Eternal Duration, notwitftauding all the 
Powers of finite Natural Cauſes ;; unleſs. we 
allow Natural Cauſes to have a Power of An- 
nihilation, which is equivalent to à Power of 
Creation out of Nothing; either of whichare 
demonſtratively the ſole Attributes of Omni 
. e 


33 
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potence : And granted ſo to be by all Philoſo- 
phers whether Ancient or Modern. Nay thy 
very Atheiſts contend for the Impoſſibility d 
the Creation, and therein of the Amibilatin, 
and therein for the neceſſary Eternal Jy 
ration of all real Subſtance : Which laſt I ſhall 

' therefore aſſume here as to Immaterial Sub- 
ſtances as well as Matter, 4 parte poſt; with 
out the interpoſition of Omnipotence it {elf 
in order to r en „ 
F. 82. Now this . admitted, the Que. 
N ſtion is, whether any indtwidual Thinking Sul. 
4 146. lance is not liable to be diflolv'd and iſlipz 
7225 v ted by Natural Cauſes ; as well as any parti 
Hee 10.6 cular Syſtem of Matter is liable to the fame; 
of Pers, tho oy this Diſſolution and Diſſipation ine- 
3 ther Caſe it be granted that there is no Aunili 
Thin king ler ion of Subſtance ; but that all the Particls 
Being n« which are the reſult of this Diſſolution cont 
ew nue, notwithſtanding all the Efforts of ſeconl 
dwaion: Cauſes, neceſſarily in Being: And to thy 
Aike 9-T Anſwer, that it is not poſſible for ſecond! 
— Cauſes to bring any Thinking Being whateve 
er ge., to a Diſſolution. For I have prov'd already, 
og that Thought and Free-w1ill muſt be Attribute 
" of abſolutely incomplex and indiuiſible Sub 
ſtances; that nothing which is an Aggregate i 

its Nature can be an Individual 3 

out gubſtance ; and that nothing can be {ſud 

a Free-Agont, ſuch 2 Self active Principle 3 

we find our felves to be, which is made up d 
Ihdependem, tho never ſo cloſely cone 


"The fot Priveiples of ' 


S SS 


, tural Cauſes is capable of 
exceptionably Eſtabliſh'd : For whatever is 
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Jiſſolvibility of 3 dee by Na- 
ing thereupon un- 


not of a Complex Nature can't de Divi/ible, 


and whatever is In4jvifible I need not ſay is not 


liable by Natural Cauſes to a Diſſolution; but 
the Thinking Subſtance in us, and 4 pari in 
general all 7 

abſolutely incomplex in their Natures, and con 


| ſequently above all Diviſibiliry by ſecond Cau- 


ſs; no Thinking Subſtance is liable to be 
diſſolsd and diſſipated by any ſecond Cauſes 
whatever ; but muſt for ever continue neceſ- 
farily the ſame in4ividual Thing without the 
interpoſition of Omnipotence in order to its 
Annihilation. All Matter 1s-Complex, and e- 
very Portion or Syſtem of it is made up of an 
indefinite Number of Parts ; theſe Parts de- 


| pend not at all upon each other for their Exiſ- 


tence, but are as abſolutely Matter as the 
whole Maſs they belong to, tho ſeparately con. 


| fider'd : And they can't be ſo cloſely connec- 


ted 5 8 2 but that the Syſtein they are 
connected in muſt remain 4 Complex Being, 

neither are they to be found ſo cloſely conne- 
Qed any where in preſent Nature, but that there 
are infinite ſmall Porgs and Interſtices twixt 


| the Particles conſtituting the moſt ſolid Maſs 3 


now finer Matter in violent Motion getting 
into theſe Interſtices by degrees diſſolves an 


ſhatters the Compages to pieces; and this is 
OPT . — the 


Modern Deiſm Confuted, 389 


hinking Beings being neceſſarily 


de main Mechanical Cauſe 
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Material Diſſoluti ang But no Thinking Sub. 
ſtances can be Complex at all, or be made 


up of infinite Independent Particles of the ſame 
Nature with the whole Maſs ; on the contrary | 
whatever is Complex is incapable of Thinking, 


neither can Omnipotence inveſt it with th 


Power of Thought ;, ſo that here being no room 
for . in Thinking Subſtances ; con- 


ſequently the Natural Cauſes of Diſſolution 
can't poſſibly have any Effect upon them, as in 


other Caſes ; but as they are abſolutely ſimple, 
| ly remov'd from Diviſſebility by a a 

ſtrict neceſſity, each of em muſt for ever con- 
tinue the ſame ſimple individual Thing, not- 
withſtanding all the poſſible oppoſition of ſe. 
cond Cauſes, unleſs. Omnipotence withdraws / 
hies preſerving influx from em, and ſuffers em 
| fk into nothing. Beſides, from the Re- | 
flex Ads of the Underſtanding which proguce | 
_ conſciouſneſs ; and in which I have clear) 


nd infinite 


ſhewn. that the {Trunking ; Subſtance * Ads, 


% 


ſtrictly ſpeaking, upon it ſelf ; tis evident that 
this Subſtance can t be extended, or have any | 
Relation to Expanſion or Space But as what | 


has no Relation toExpanſion or Space is not ex: 


tended, ſo what is not extended can't be di. 


vided, and what 1s abſolutely indiuiſible muſ 


be ee to be above all poſſibility of 
being diol d. 


” 


ture, and | the abſolute | Unextendedneſs of 
ECC 
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Thus is this Truth demon- 
{trated both from the intirely incomplex Ne. 
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Thinking Subſtances : And conſequently we 
muſt conclude that Thinking Sable, the 
Souls of Men and all others, muſt neceſſarily 
continue individually the ſame they are now. to 
all Eternity, all the oppoſition of Natur 
Cauſes notwithſtanding ; that 1s, they are Na. 
' turally Eternal; and as nothing at all can dif- 
ſolve em, ſo nothing leſs than the ſupreme . 
Omnipotent Being can reduce em into no- 
thing. e 1 


S— © 
> ®* 


F. 3z. The Queſtion is now, Whether as Th dal 
the Souls of Men are Naturally Eternal, with Aer | 


all other thinking Subſtances ; ſo they are Ng- iber imma 


zurally Immortal alſo; or whether as theſe Sub- e 
ances natura Lly-centinue for ever, ſo they con/ 5uſtences 


tinue for ever inveſted, with the Powers of vas. 


a 


Thought or Perception, Self Action or Free- 
will, and Reflædtion, & c? And IAnſwer, that 
' we have no leſs than demonſtrative. Evidence 


that they certainly do. For that theſe Attri- . 


butes or Powers do belong ſtrictly to Imma- 
terial, and what we now ſee are Naturally E- 
ternal, Subſtances I have demonſtrated alrea- 
dy ; having provd that they cant be made 
to belong to, reſult from, inhere in, ox de- 
pend upon Matter in general, or any Syſtem 
f Matter by Omnipotence it {elf ; and being 
common to all percipient Beings of whatever 
_ Claſſes, they are primary Attributes of Imma- 
terial Subſtance: But all z»berent proper pri- 
mwary Attributes flow neceſſarily from the Eſ- 
lences of their reſpective Subjects; ſo that 
eee 
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can't affect the Acttibutes But we ſee that the 


Fſſence, or Subſtance of immaterial Beings is, 
notwithſtanding any whatever oppoſition of 


ſecond Cauſes, Naturally Eternal; they can't 


affect, alter, diſſolve or diſſipate it any more 
than they can reduce it into nothing; and 


conſequently neither can they affect, alter, 


duiſſolve or diſſipate any of its Inherent Artri- 
bites or Powers; but the Immaterial Sub ſtance 


muſt, all the oppoſition of Natural Cauſes 


notwithſtanding, not only be Naturally Eter- 


nal; but it muſt be Eternally inveſted with 


the Attributes of Thought, Free-will, and Re. 
fletion, and conſequently 1 Ge. 
king, 


That is, human Souls and all other T 


Conſcious, and Free-Agents are Naturally In. 
mortal. Even in Matter all the Powers of 
Nature can't diveſt it of its proper inberent 
primary Attributes; but tho any Syſtem of it 
- 1s liable to a Diſſolution, and to undergo in. 


finite ſucceſſive alterations of outward Circum- 


ſtances; tho the largeſt viſible Quantity of 
it may by Natural Cauſes be diſſolv'd into in- 
viſible Atoms; yet as no Natural Powers can 
: Amnnibilate any Particle of Matter in all Na- 
ture, fo neither can they any way affet or alter | 

the Eſence of that, or any other Particle what- 
ever, any more than they can reduce it into no- 
thing; and as all its inherent primary 9 | 
£73 | | | putes : 


þ 
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' the Eſſences being ſuppos'd the Attributes are 
ſupper d, and vice verſd; and conſequently if 

Natural Cauſes can't affect the E/ſ2nce they 
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butes flow neceſſarily from its Eſſence, the 17 
Eſſence being incapable of being affected, the 
primary Attributes muſt be ſo too ; and con- 
ſequently, as the Eſſence is ſo, they muſt be 
Naturally Eternal. And if this holds in Mat. 
ter it concludes, if any thing, d fortiori in Im- - 
material Subſtances: Which being not diſſol- 
vable, or any way, 28 to alteration of Sub:: 
ſtance, to be affected by all the Powers of Na- 
ture; confequently, whereas Matter is liable © 
to ſuch Diſſolutions by Natural Cauſes as may 
bring it to be ſo infinitely ſinall, till in the 
Eyes of ſome Men it may intirely Joſe'its Di- 
viſiility and ſome other of its primary Artri- 
butes ; nothing of this Nature can cauſe any” 
ſuſpicion that any of the, inherent Attributes 
or Powers of Inmaterial Subſtances we by. 
whatever Operations of fecond Cauſes: liable 
to be loft; for all the Powers of Nature cant 
lee, or ottierwiſe; as t9 alteratioifpf Sab. 
ſtance, affect em at all; and confequentſyhti- 
ther are they in the moſt remote poſſibiſity oł 
remring, or in the leaſt ending, theit inhe- 
rent primary Powers - But human S'uls ate, 
with the "cleareſt demonſtrative Evidence, 
with the ſame Powers, Attributes, and Fachs 
which they now enjoy; 3nd with Then all 
other thinking Subſtances of what unknown 
Species ſoever, ſo abſolutely out of all ppſſi⸗ 
bility of ſuffering as to their Eſenc, cr an 
of the leaſt of their Perfection: from any 
extraneous Finite Dy Cauſe Watt = | 
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as to be Naturally and neceſſarily, the annihi- 0 


lative Power of Go. p being conceiv'd to be 
ſuſpended, Eternal and Immortal. 
Ld F.34. If it be faid, that as the Powers 
i ober allign'd of Thought, Free-will,, and Reflection 
Immaze-- can't. appertain to, inhere in, or reſult from 
_ 2 Matter in whatever Circumſtances, or under 
* flances 14. Whatever Capacitys and Conſiderations ; ſo it 
ralf Im- is not neceſſary from what I have offer'd that 
ene. they ſhou'd ſo appertain to, reſult from, or 
© imnbere. in Immaterial Subſtances, as, to take 
their riſe from their Creation, and to znhere 

. neceſſarily in em as long as the [Subſtances 
themſelves continue what they are; but that 
tho' Immaterial Subſtances are naturally Eter- 
nal themſelves, yet, notwithſtanding. what! 
haue alledg'd, they may begin to think, move 
. Fbemſelves, and reflect upon themſelves ſome 
time after they are created; and that theſe 
Papers may naturally ceaſe in em after no very 
I. long time, tho the Subſtances themſelves are 
| not actually, nor naturally to be diſſolvd. I 
ſay, if this Con ceit is advanc'd, in order to 
invalidate the demonſtrati ve concluſiveneſs of 
What I have now offer d in favour of the Na- 
tural ' Immortality. of Immaterial, Subſtances : 
Beſides that bare poſſibility in conceit without 
ay thing to ſupport it, can t affect any Phyſi- 
cal Demonſtration whatever ; I anſwer it thus, | 
1 am willing to-put the Matter in Debate | 
upon the ſame foot with any the moſt une. 


ceptionably demonſtrared Truths; That either 
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t9 ſuppoſe ear is ofa FS an impolſibil *F 
or if it may be Luppos'd, 2 ae: a 
only Sence in which it 
will admit of being thus ſuppos d, the Natural % 
Immortality which I have demonſtrated to be- 
long to Immaterial thinking Subſtances is not "== 
all affected: For as the Powers of Thoweht,. 
Free-will, and Reflection be long in common to 


2 Spiritual Subſtances, they muſt neceſſarily. 


be either their Natural primary Attributes, 
conſequently neceſſarily flow from their Eſſen». 
ces ʒ or they muſt be ſuch Attributes as are 
ſuperadded to all Immaterial Subſtances by Al- 1 
mighty Go p, and conſequently ſuch as whoſe, 
continuance or ceſſat ion in the SubjeHstowhich 
they are ſuperadded, abſolutely ends upon 


bis good Pleaſure: If the JA are the former, 


then as the Eſſence the from, cat t. be 


| ſuppos d but they mauſt be e ſuppos d, and vice; 


verſa, to ſuppoſe em commencing, ſome —4 : 
after the Subſtance they inhere in is created, 
and ceaſing tho; that Subſtance is not annihi- 
lated, is d fireckly contradictory to the ſecond. 
demonſtrated FP oftulatum i in the 37th Set ion A - 

Nay,190 0 ſuppoſe em creating and annihi. 
lating e Which is the groſſeſt of alk | 

5 Or if they are "conoriv'd to, 
be the later, and look d upon 5 Powers ſis: 
peradded to Tmmatezial Sable 8 e e 
aturgl 


ty Goo; up pon this. 
| „ . e Subſtances is 


not aral 247 tis 85 here their con- 
4  tinuance 
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tinuance or ceſſation in the Subſtances they 
are ſuperadded to muſt depend abſolutely upon 
 Gop's good Pleaſure ; but then does this 


4 of Inmaterial and Natura 


Subject *em ever the more to the influence of 
ſecond Cauſes for their diſcontinuance, than if 


they were immediate proper inherent pony 


Attributes of Immaterial' Subſtances 2 No 
ſuch Matter. On the contrary, tho' if G og 
Almighty pleaſes he may diſcontinue em, the 


Subſtances remaining ;, yet as no ſecond Cauſes 
can any way affect what he Wills to be, not- 


withſtanding all the oppoſition of Natural Cay. 


ſes, they muſt for ever continue to appertain to 
the Subſtances to which they are ſuperadded ; 
That is, tho” the Powers of Thought, Free. 


will, and Reflection are conceiv'd to be Attri- 
butes of. Immaterial Spiritual Subſtances, even 


in- this Senſe; yet notwithſtanding all the 


Powers of Finite Cauſes, theſe Subſtances muſt 


be Naturally Immortal. In a Word ; if Thought, 


Free-will, and Ræflectian are primary Attri- 
ial and Nats i, Eternal Sub- 

ances, they muſt be Immortal. If they are 
ſrperadled to Immaterial Subſtance by Al- 
qyshry Go o, it is not in the Power of ay 
Natural Cauſes to remove em; and conſe- 
quently the Spiritual Being is {till poſſeſs d of 
the Attribute of Immortaliry. They can't pol- 
fibly be purely Specific Powers of Spiritual Be- 


ings of this or that Claſs becauſe they appet- 


rain in common, tho in different Perfection, 


to the ſupreme Intelligent, to Angeli, and 
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Beſides, that tho we ſhou d conceive that they 
were, I can't ſee that the Natural Immortality 


of the Subſtances t in to woud be 
at all affected. Mir de fl here, that as there 
is ſomething in the Specific Powers of Bodys of 


a quite different intrinſis Nature om any thing 
any way reſulting from, or imply'd in their 


and to all other Claſſes of Thinking Subſt 


P rimary Eſſences z and which depending ſepa- 


rately upon their Specific Eſſences, when theſe 
are deſtroy'd, ceaſes, without any way affe&- 
ing the Primary Subſtance ;, ſo the Powers of 
Thought, Free-will, and Reflection may be like 


Specific Powers of Immaterial Subſtances, no 


way imply'd in their P —_ Eſſences, but ſo 
reſulting from their Specific Eſſences, as to ceaſe 


when theſe are chang'd, without any prejudice 
to the — ao Subſtances : And if it be con- 
cluded, that as the Specific Eſſences of Bodys 

may be deſtroy d by Natural Cauſes, thoſe of 


Spirits may be ſo too; and conſequently theſe 

owers on both ſides may ceaſe without any 
prejudice to the 2 ä 
bſlance . Whenee it 
muſt follow, that tho our Souls and other 


Immaterial Spiritual Subſtances are naturally 


Eternal, yet they may not be Eternally Think- 


ing, Self -aQive, and inveſted with à Power of 


roducing ' Conſciouſneſs ; and conſequently 


aturally Immortal : I fay, if this be al ledg ; 


[ anſwer, That there neither is, nor can be 
any thing in the Specifig Powers of 9 


Eifjence of either 


* 
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The foe Piincipla x 
Ken the ſuppoſition falls with relati 
Gd then th Subftmces by the ſame neceſſity 


as ee in Bodys) of a quite: different 
intrinſic Nature from any thing imply d in 
their Primary Eſences For as the Fi * 
Texture, inteſtin Motion, or R 
the parts, which conſtitute the Wore x 
ſence of any Body, whatever, are „d m 
its Primary Subſtance , as they. 5 
depend upon Excenſlon, Soli diy, Mobility, &c. 
for their Exiſtence ; ſo all their Specifs 
Powers extend no.. farther than to what 
_ theſe; in all the combinations the 75 will 9 
of, can produce: And as their Primary 8 
ſlance, or Matter abſtra& from Species, 2 
hen put in motion, operate by impulſe, com- 
municate motion, & c, the Powers reſulting 
from the Specific Eſſences can do no more; 
or nothing afferent. from what Matter in g 
nexal can do, in imrinſic Nature. Unleſs ſome- 
thing can give what it has not, or an Ffe# may 
be produc d without any Cauſa of its Exiſteng 
out of Ra woes, So that the Specific Ken 
Matter continues to have the 

_ — it had before, tho not in kind, 


+ 4-45 in intrinſic Nature,. And conſequently ſo muſt 


Spirits have, even tho we ſhow'd be 05 extra- 
 Yagant as to deduce their Powers of Though, 
Frese. will, or RefleSion. aftex this manner: 

And. therefore the poſſibility af their Natura 
Ceſſacion whilſt the . Subſtance con. 
* ceaſesʒ een th”. we allow of this 

Tt  Hypothels 
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Hypotheſis. If it be ſaid, that Bodys in Iofing 
et Species loſe their 7. ible Quality TT 
anſwer, That if by theſe ualitys, is meant 
ſomething Analogous to our Senſations of 
Light and Colours and Sounds, &c. the 
never had theſe, and conſequently can't loſe | 
em upon any occaſion whatever: And if by 
theſe Qualitys are meant thoſe Powers by whi 
they occaſion our Senſations ;, in thoſe there is 
nothing different in intrinſic Nature from what 
appertains to Matter, as ſuch ; and conſe- 

uently which can't be loſt, unleſs its pri 

ence, and therein Matter it ſelf, is de- 
ſtroy d. og, ot Ln On : | 
| $.85. As to the difficulty, that if all Think- n. pig. 

ing Beings. are Naturally Immortal, then ſo are u t 
the Souls of the Brute part of the Creation : © 2 
[ anſwer, That if they are real perfect Think- — . 
ing Subſtances, they are certainly ſo: Tho Ie 4, nd 
whether they are ſuch or otherwiſe, has 
for ſome part of the laſt Age Matter of no in- 
conſiderable Controverſy: But admitting em to 
be ſuch, as indeed they give almoſt all the out- 
ward Evidences that they are ſuch, as cou'd be 
expected from em in their preſent Circumſtan- 
ces, were they as much ſuch as we are our ſelves; 
I don't ſee what Abſurditys attend this Hypo- 

bet. God may have made em ſuch, in or- 


j 


anſwer'd, 


„ 


f der to put this * part of the Creation in- 

do a Capacity of being ſubſervient to the Exi- 

-W gencys of Mankind; and he may Annihilate 
what wow'd otherwiſe Naturally be Immortal 
Ee ER „% „ at 


—— * 
e ee, 
at pleaſure, when they have anſwer'd the 


Ends of their Creation; and it will be impoſ. 
fible to charge either his Juſtice or Goode 
in this Conduct: Neither will this at all 24g 
either their Natural Immortality, or that of 
any ſuperior Claſſes of Immateral Beings ; not 

thereallmmortality of any of thoſe 22 of Be. 
ings, the Reaſons of whole continuance in Exif. 
tence can't be ſhewn to ceaſe at Death, and thy 
upon an evident Cæſſation of their Subſerviercy 
to the Ends and Purpoſes of their firſt Creation. 
Or he may preſerve the Sauls of the inferior par 
of the Creation even to Eternity, for ſuch End 
and Purpoſes as are the reſult of infinite Wil. 

dom; but which we can't attempt either to 
' define or gueſs at without the vaineſt 11 9 


tion; Matters of this Nature being not to 


diſcover d by us whilſt we continue, as a 
preſent, to ſee thro' 4 Sid darkly even into 
any thing in Nature or Providence which i 
before our Eyes: As to what ſhall be in N. 
ture, or the deſigns of Providence as to the 
diſpoſal of his Creatures, and their vario 
States and Conditions which ſhall be allotted 
em for the remoteſt Futurity, theſe things we 
"muſt leave to Gop, and can determin nothing 
relating to theſe Matters but what we haue 
from immediate Revelation ; and from this 
we have nothing but what concerns cuir ſelves: 
Which if we make a good uſe of, and there- 
by ſecure that Eternal weight of Glory reſerv' 
for the Inheritance of the Saints in Lig z 


8 
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Weſhall in time ſee farther into Matters: And 
don't doubt but it will be no inconfiderable 
part of our Celeſtial Happineſs, to have our 
preſeut Vehement Thirſt after the Knowledge 
of Nature and Providence every Moment more 
and more abated ; tho when our Knowledge 
is the moſt extenſive, there will be ſtill more 
to be known, and that infinite, even after all 
Nature is unravell'd, in thoſe which we now 
eall the MYS TERTS, and which are (to all 
Souls which are deſirous of ſuch Objects, as 
will at the ſame time employ and detain their 
beſt Facultys in the moſt tranſcendently Ex- 
ſtatic Contemplations ) the GLORTS OF 
CHRISTIANITY); which will never be 
ſo thro'ly ſeen into, but that-there will remain 
infiiitely more to be known; which as it 
breaks in upon us, will increaſe our Happi- 
neſs ; and as It is inexhauſtible will contribute 
every Moment to the increate of our Felicity, 
with reſpe& to Knowledge, to all Erernity, 
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N E na a Vindication of the . Er- 
poſition of the Moſaic Hiſtory of the Creation of 
the World, and of the Fall of Adam, in 2.Val. 800, 
By John Witty. 03 
An Eſſay on Inſpiration, 3 in 2 Parts, Boo. Dos 
Expoſitory. Notes with Practical Obſervations on the 
| New Teſtament of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


By William Burkitt, late Vicar of Dal in Eſſex. 
The third Edit ion, Folio.” © 
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Chriſtian Church. In ck are defended the Divine 


is Miniſtry. Its Authority in Ordination, Diſcipline 
and Cenſures. And the Conſiſtency - of all cheſe with 
the Supremacy of the Civil Magiſtrate. In Anſwer to 
2 late Book entitled, The Rights of the Chriſtion —_ 
Aſerted, Se 


ſcent of the Man-Curilt Jeſs ſrom Heaven, Sc. 8vo. 
—His Examination of Dr. Sherlock's Reflections 
on the ſaid Diſcourſe. : 


Heaven, as it is laid down and proved in the Biſhop of 
Glouceſter's Diſcourſe on that Subject. With a further 
Confirmation of it from the Old Teſtament. By way 
lter of the Church of England 

Mr. Newcome's 


chilm, in 2 Vol. $0. 


Mr. Dorrington's 52 rade Diſcourſe for Families, 5 


in 2 Vol, $0. 


A Vindication of the Rig Wa: Privilegts of /the | 
Charter of its Incorporation. "The Divine Inſtitution of 


The Lord Biſhop of Glaxcrſter's Diſcourſe of al be 


A Defence of the Man- Chuiſt Jeſus his Deſcent from 
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the Church of Bo ao” pc Para Dik 
ſeveral Subjects. V0Os 15 0 5 
His Sermon againſt Gaming. 
Ho Hopkins's Works in Folio. 1 
Arch-Biſhop Tillorſon's Works in Folio. 
r anne by Dr. Barker, f in 14 
O1. . . 
Biſhop Patrick's Comentaries i in 9 Vol. . * 1 
Hu Witneſſes to Chriſtianity in 800. 
Mr. Hooker's Eccleſiaſtical Polity, Folio. 
An Account of Mines, and the Advantage of them 
tothis Kingdom, in 86 
4 Dr. John Edwards Peices in Gem! Volumes, Py. 
* 14 Mr. Brent s Eflay on the Nature and Guilt of Lying, 
i . x 
Dr. Brett's Account ol Church-Gorernwent and 
Governors, 8. 

The Life of Sir Fobn Cheke, by Mr. Spe, 95 ; 
_ _ on 2 3 | 
iſtory of the Creed, 

The Help Hit Hiſtory of the Feaſts and Faſts of the 


Several Books of fal Pic and proper tobe 
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